
PROPOSED HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS AT

VICTORIA B. C.

The scheme herewith presented for the recCamatios

and improvement of the harbor at Victoria B. c.t has

been evolved by Mr. T. C. Sorby, architect, of that city,

and has met with the general approval of the crtzens.

The accompanying map clearly illustrates the character

of the proposed improvements, the cost and partiCUlars

of which are set forth in the following extract fron the

Victoria Times :-a
The greaier portion of the harbor is at present neither land nor

Water, and the passage available for steamers is tortuous, neer

300 feet wide, crowded with rocks and shoals on every side. The

oposition is to rernove ail these rocks and shoals, and to use

pm in the reclamnatiov of solid land and to deepen the wole

-ea of the iarbor, froni the open at Maclaughlin Point to 30 feet

low water, and to increase its available width and area.
: lo waer, nd o in th lowr hrborby emprary damns, to

It is proposed to close the lower harbor by tenPOra ofabout167

Luimp out the water, hydraulic and excavait e an area ilt up of th
cres to a depth of 30 feet, enclosin it with a wall buancf e

acks now impeding navigation, ani lIling the balance bei2d

lith the waste excavated material, ofus teclaimig about r2o

Cres of land that would become sme of the uppet valual prO-

rty in the city. This reclaimed and in the upper and ower har-

'Or will together have a frontage tow ards the water of about ive

alles. Very little material would be required in the contrucion

If the work beyond that now actually lying at the bottou , f tlbe

larbor. If the mud thrown out was found to be foul, a liberal but

nexpetisive use of qulck-linie would remove all nuisance- Thef e

snenosgh rock and boulder now en umberig the harborto buil d

.be most substantial walls round the lower h There l

enough sand, gravel and mud to fil in behind these walls to a

height of about tour feet above ordinary igh-water mark. The

granite for the copinig is the only stone required toi be brought

from the outside, and this could be worked at the quarries and

set from barges after the harbor was open.

The temporary dam at the mouth of the harbor would have an

opening left in the centre about 85 feet wide, and could be com-

pleted without interfering with the shipping entering or leaving

the harbor. The central opening would be closed by caissons

during one tide, whenever ail was in readiness. The dam -vith

its extensions would form a temporary landing quay about 4o feet

wide. These works and others of preliminary nature, as installa-

tion of pumps, etc., to the extent of possibly $5oo,ooo, could be

proceeded with before the closing of the harbor. To this must be

added the cost of expropriating the land abutting on the harbor,

so that a very considerable sum of money would be placed in cir-

culation in the city at an early stage. The purchase of the land

would carry with it al wharfage dues (independent of all ques-

tions of ware-housing), from which an immediate income of about

$150,000 per annum would be derived-equal to 7 per cent, on the

total outlay to the date of closing the harbor.

When all the preliminary works were complete, and all in

readiness for active operations, the harbor would be closed and

the pumps started, and the water removed in ten days. All mud,

sand and gravel would be hydrauliced and distributed over the

reclaimed area (as successfuly done at Seattle and Tacoma) prior

to or simultaneously with the emptying of the harbor.

In addition to these works pertaining to the construction of the

harbor proper, inside a line drawn from Shoal Point to Coffin Is-

land, there would be dredging from this line outwards, and deep-

aning the entrance tO 30 feet as far as opposite Maclaughlin

point, where the water shelves down rapidly to 4o feet at low tide.

It ia only a matter of time when the railway offices on Store
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