
T HE MO0NETARY TI ME S

INTERIM REPOR~T ON ONTARIO TIMBER PROBE

-Commissîoners Recomniended That Lega! Action b. Taken

te Secure Amounts Due Goverument

ACGTING upon recommandations contained in a second in-
£5terim report by Justices Riddell and Latchford, the

Ontario governmont will at once take action in the courts
to recover from the Sbevlin-Clarke Lumber Co., of which
J. A. Mathieui, Conservative member for Rainy River, is
general manager, a sum running lnto millions, due to, the
province on lumber for which no return was madie. This i8
the second interini report to be issued by the commission
whieh bas been enquiring into the timber licensing operations
of the province.

Recommond Legal Action

The commissieners, ini advising the goverument that Pro-
ceedings sihouldl bo takcen, express themselves strengly ro-
garding the way the company bas deait with the governmeflt.
"From the facto before us, in great miensure fromn thoboks
and records of the company and £romo their servants, we
think the Shevlin-Clarke Company has defrauded the pro-
vince of large sums of money," says the report. "In our
opinion, such proceedinge should be taken by the Attorney-
General for the punisbment of those who have committed
forgery and perjury as the evidence submittod herewith may
justity. We aiso recommend that proceedings bo taken to
recover trom the Shevlin-Clarke, Limitod, of Fort Frances,
the sums of money unlawfully withheld from the province,
and for the cancellation of the license for berths 45 and 49
in thse Quetico Forest Reserve."

The twe bcrths referred to were given to the company
under lcense by -Hon. G. Howard Ferguson on August 80,
1919, withont notice to the public and without compçtition
as required by the regulations of the department then in
force. The commissioners, in commenting upon Mr.
Ferguson's assumption that ho had a right as minister to
deal with sncb matters regardless of that regulation, point
ont tbat tbere is no provision in the statutes or rogulations
allowing an exception to the clear Provisions Set up in the
regulations, and assort that the issue of the license by Mr.
Ferguson was a violation of the. law of thse pýrovince.

Proper Returns Net Made

The. greater part of the intoriro report is devoted te
showing how it was possible for the Shevlin-Clarke Company
to get millions of foot of lumber for which they made no re-
turn to the. Crown. It eniphasizes the extent te which the
province was dependent upon the bonesty of the cullers, and
thon goes on to show bow the cullers appointed by the gev-
erniment wero appoint.d. The commissioners do net comn-
ment upon the contradiction in the statements of Mr.
Mathieu and Hon. Mr. Ferguson. The former~ maintained that
he had the patronage for the district, while Mr. Fergun
declared that no niember had the patronage in his dopart-
ment-Mr. Matbieu or anyone else-but they point out thnt
the cullers, at tbe conipany's operations might well believe
that their appointment deponded upon M4r. Mathieu's goed
viii. They draw attention te the tact that someofe the
cullers appointod by the. government to measure the lurnber
'eut by the company were for a part of the year in the em-
ploy ef thse company, and one vas in recelpt of money trom

affdavits were deliberate :forgeries. Somne of thon
ments were prepared and completed in the company's

In the nine years from 1911 to 1919 inclusive ti
of the company produced 649;946,017 feet of lumber,
Sovernnient received returas for, and was paid on or
181,714, so that the company had 355,764,303 foot mc
ber than appeared iii the return to the government.

GRAIN SITUATION TO DATE

The Northwest Grainý Dealers' Association estimm
year's crop production in the prairie provinces as foi]

MÂNMTBA

Wheat.. ..........
Oats....... .........
Barley .>ý,...........
Rye . . . . . . . . .
Flax.. ........ .....

Acres.
2,687,000
1,887,000

865,000
268,000

62,000

Bushols
per acre.

15.1
33.6
2218
15.7

6.8

BASKATCMIWÂN

Whest............
Qats .................
Barley................
Rye . . . . . . . ..
Flax ...............

Wheat.............
Oats.................
Barley .............. »ýRye . . . . . .
Flax..............

9,440,000
5,126,000

480,000
202,000

1,032,000

ALBERaTA

3,644,000
2,906,000

418,000
88,000
84,000

AGoRnoATE

Wheat................. 15,771,000
Oats....................9,919,000
Barley ................ 1,763,000
Rye..................558,000
Flax .................. 1,178,000

A summary of the grain situation
made by the association as follows:~-

WHIIAT SITUATION

mat inspected to date .......
;tore at country points..
ransit, not inspectod .......
wed for seed and country mills

ýe in farmers' handE
t te ho inspected, I


