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(From the Banner of the Cross.)
CHRISTIAN SONGS, NO. 1.

THE TORRENT OF ARABIA
BY REV. JAMES GILBORNE LYONS, L.L.D.

thom mountains of Arabia contain numerous springs, which, fed by
Yearly rains, send streams of water through the valleys that de-
the towards the low country. Most of them, however, are lost in
= A.Bd as soon as they enter the plain. It may be well to add, that
exc rabian tent is in general black, and that Ahkaf is the name of an
ve desert.
All foaming down its native hills
e torrent of Arabia leaps,
‘When showers have swell'd its fountain rills
F.lr up the blue and airy steeps :—
Like some chaf’d steed that spurned the rein,
In raging fulness swift and free,
It rushes to the fiery plain,
Bounding to reach the distant sea.

And now those deep cool waters glide
Along the green and narrow vale,
‘Where broad trees arch the crystal tide;

]

And fragrance breathes in every gale:— % 4

The dusky tent, and flowery slope

Lie mirror'd in that wave at first,

And there the timid antelope 1 \
Oft stoops to quench her noon-day thirst.

Bat ere the wide and wild expanse

Of Ahkaf’s burning wild is crose’d,

WhEC 2oy 0w £l and foaming once,

Sinks in its rough way snest ~-3 1<«

1.08T 10 118 oum%' wanderings, "
~And husk’d in an eterual sleep, :
It wases unseen, and never brings
Q¢ tribute to the mighty deep.

e

A<
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‘Weak as that torrent’s failing wave,

Art thou who, pledg’d to heaven and truth,
Hast liv'd a false world’s meanest slave,
Shaming a blest and glorious youth;

Who, vow’d in life’s first happiest day

To generous faith and deeds of worth,

Hast fainted on thy heavenward way,

Lost in the vain low cares of earth.
o —

Sl e gy .
DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON.

From « Annals of the Colonial Church,” by the Rev. Ernest
Hawkins, B.D.)

(CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST.)
h‘uh 1828, the present Bishop of Nova Scotia made
of Primary visitation of the province; in the course
Which he ordained two deacons and oune priest, con-
::::i“Ed 19 churches, and confirmed, at 24 different
ons, 1,720 persons.*

vy 1t is ynnecessary to record the progress of the
ye""_l Missions, little varying as they do from year to
s 1t would be unbecoming to trace lower down
'l:::uduct and proceedings of the clergy, many of
are still living. It may be enough to say, that
8radually, as population inereased, new churches were

ilt and new missions opened.
In 1832, the Bishop made a rapid visitation of the
€astern and northern shores, in the course of which
travelled 800 miles and confirmed at seven differ-
0t places.f He mentions among the difficulties of
tour, that in passing from Chatham to Baie de
ents, he and his party had to travel along a road
“lost_impassable, and to swim their horses over two

€ Tivers,

Visit € cannot fail to be reminded, by these Episcopal
o ations, of the important offices of the church
€l are of necessity omitted, and the vast influence
8090.. in stimulating exertion, calling for liberality,
nciling differences, and the like, which is lost
ere the church is left without its legitimate head.
no'“"'hel‘ thing which is interesting to remark even
‘ie:g‘ and will be still more interesting to reflect upon
after, is the rapid growth of colonial communities,
w . the striking change which a few years make in the

O R MO Cuniat g
Jears, we again find the Bishop engaged in a toilsome
ourney through this portion of his diocese. The co-
Ny had made much progress, of which the settlement
of Sunley may be quoted as an instance. The first
!reenad been cut down in Augunst 1834; and pow
&August, 1835., 150 acres had been cleared, and the
* ater part of it was under crop. The Bishop was
elecomed to this “Church in the wilderness” with
hes and bonfires; and a congregation of sixty per-
'?“' gathered themselves into a wooden shed for Di-
the‘ﬂ.:.?ice' “Here,” says the Bishop, :‘I preached
endeay Sermon that was delivered on this spot, and
Oured to adapt it to the occasion, and to the
V’here, only a few months before, the untamed

ts of the forest were the only occupants."}
coo':?m, Speaking of the journey from Gage-Town to
.B“Hrll, since called Petersville, the Bishop re-
Wick, * “In a former visit to this part of New Bruns-
ey ;:l 1830, there was only a blind path scarcely fit
- 10rse to travel, and several of my party lost their
eoz!;trno’fv we could drive in l!!e light wagons of the
tragt Y. Bl{t the next day's journey presents a con-
v Such as ig ooly to be met with in countries but
Aftera ride of

SAFLLS  VEED SMPIOV Ui LMLSG

ovally reclaimed from a wild state.
miles through the forest, the Bishop and his

. reached Greenwich, drenched with the heavy
- that haq fallen, aud, service over, set off to the
se of Capt. Coffin. “ The night,” he says, “ was

: » and we lost our way, which would vot have been
u.‘l found by a stranger in the day. We struggled
util our waggon, entangled with the stumps of
N hm:d nearly buried in mud was immoveable. At
owever, after a long struggle, by the assistance

Tt et e Aozl o o 1 e o
everal times, It was now so

1 k that we could not venture to move the carria;
Mounted a saddle-horse which we had with us aﬁi
"’“owed what I supposed to be a road througl; the
oy but in vain ; and we made up our determina-
hu'-h remain where we were for the night?’ A4
g however, the guide dieco‘vered the house which
w{{hl 4;:‘“ seeking, andat whlch they were “ received
Serve t"‘!’l': kindly welcome.””  Scenes such as these
10 in-préss upon us the reality of a Bishop’s la-
g:;” and to win our sympathy for those who undergo
“Saggy, ll'n'olhgr_&syecgs, the visitation of a colonial
2 diocese at‘huo ’WWTWmurse of offices as that
COnfirmar; me. he consecration of churches,
“’i"gs that ation of the young, the setting in order
of 3 ;3. T:e wanting ; these are common to the of-
they ape tshop everywhere: and if in a new country,
oo attended with vastly increased labour, there
teng “‘ep;;usanon in the interest which must ever at-
its oqy rst planting of a church, and the watchiug
ioq) Browth. In his visitation of 1885, which oc-
0, 4y . }Wo months, the Bishop held 31 confirma-
“Every ;- ich about 800 persons were confirmed.—
TY toil,”” he says, “ was lightened by a well en-
Portion fh"Pe that, through the blessing of God, this
ang 3, O the Gospel vineyard is in a state of progress
With o © Ovement.” . “The missionaries, some
&i‘hfulr ater success perhaps than others, are labouring
.nppyo:h"ough many difficulties, under which they
e 4 ted by a confiding trust in Him, whose they
thej, life Whom they serve. They are exemplary in
byt ferv‘,:nd- COII_Versation, not slothful in busiuess,
y eomt S S'plri_t while thus serving the Lord. In
COngtan, ’ Munications with them, which have been
ectind Intimate, I have found them respectful
& tlei:’;’“'e ; and it has been a delightful task to

ithert abours and their prayers.”’§

of ¢}, 9, the province had done little for the sup-
The s - c‘e':gy, or the general designs of the Church.
for . "““‘mes‘wue mainly supported by the Society
hag P fopagation of the Gospel ; and no measures
Riggg 0 taken for eliciting the resources of the colo-

or .
}\_&Pply of many things which were requi-

' Repon for 1827, p- 100.

site, both for the purposes of public worship,_ and
religious education. The Bishop, therefore, cons,.lder-
ing that the time had fully arrived when some inde-
pendent exertions should be made, suggested the
formation of a Church Society for each archdeaconry,
which should embrace the various objects contemplated
by the two great Church Societies in England. )
This recommendation of the Bishop was immediately
acted upon; and at a general meeting of the clergy
at Fredericton, on the 8th of September, 1836, and
following days, under the presidency of Archdeacon

serious demonstration.  Accordingly, intimidation
was attempted by the penalties of law. Checkley
was arrested as a libellerand a disturber of the public
peace. He was tried. The jury were a little q.ualm-
ish, and pronounced him guilty, if publishing in de-
fence of Episcopacy was a libel.  The court at once
decided it such, and pronounced the following judg-
ment.

At a court of Assize, &e.

Nov. 27, 1724.
The Court, having maturely advised

« Suffolk, ss.

Coster, resolutions for the establishment of a Church
Society for the archdeaconry were adopted, and a firaft.
of its constitution agreed to. The objects to be aimed
at were:—Missionary visits to neglected places—The
establishment of divinity scholarships at King's Col-
lege, Fredericton—Aid to Sunday and day schools
conducted on the principles of the Church of England,
and the training and encouraging of schoolmasters and
catechists—The supply of religious books and tracts
—and Jastly, Grants for the building and enlargivg of
churches and chapels. These were the purposes for

and with a view to raise the necessary funds, a com-
mittee was appointed for each parish or mission. Such

ony, for the more full and efficient support of its

own church, A main design of it was to unitc the
Jaity 10 hearty co-operatiun with the clergy, under the

dence of the Bishop; and how much their
united exertions were required, may be gathered from
the following extract from a sermon, preached in
Christ's Church, Fredericton, on Sunday, December
the 4th, 1836. .

“There are eighty parishes in New Brunswick; and
our Ecclesiastical establishment consists of twenty-
eight clergymen, and forty-three churches or (Ehapel_s.
But these forty-three churches are all contained in
thirty-six parishes, several of which possess more '(hun
one church ; so that there are still forty-four parishes
—more than half the whole number—-without ac!xurc.h
at this time. The twenty-eight clergymen reside in
twenty-three parishes, some parishes having more than
one: so that there are fifty-seven parishes out of
eighty—more than two-thirds of the whole number—
without a resident clergyman. I do not say that
there are so many without clerical aid; for it is
well known that most of your clergy have two or more
parishes under their charge, and that they are contin-
ually obliged to go very far from their homes in the
performance of their duty. And surely, my brethren,
it will be allowed by all to be creditable to the little
band of clergymen that now exists, that, of the forty-
three churches I have mentioned, there are, I believe,
but two which are not regularly served; one of them

11*?-#38 the first systematic attempt made ina British

the other, because it has been so shattered by a tem-
pest as to be unfit for use at present, and the congre-
gation assembles in another place.

“However, there are forty-four parishes in this
archdeaconry withouta church, and fifty-seven withoat
a resident clergyman; and we all know that parishes
in this province are of no trifling extent. ~ All must
confess that this is a most deplorable deficiency. The
want of churches indeed is not so much to be regretted,
while we have not clergymen to put in charge of them.
Experience clearly shows that churches quickly spring
up wherever thereis a fair prospect of their being
served. Ten of the forty-three churches, with ac-
commodations for 14,000 persons, bave been built
since I first entered upon my office among you—that
is, within about six years; and nearly an equal num-
ber are now more or less advanced towards comple-

D e iiinain . msis Snd . Aenslongy thn Bunt gosw, mes O4LE

and a trifle more the second.

JOIIN CHECKLEY.
(From Updike’s History of the Narragansett Church.)

John Checkley—a name of high repute in the early
history of Episcopacy in America.

He was born in the city of Boston, in 1680, of Eng-
lish parentage. His parents must have been in easy
circumstances, for after giving him the best advantages
in Boston, under the celebrated Ezekiel Cheever, they
sent him to England. He finished bis studies at the
University of Oxford, and then set out upon a course
of travels on the continent. He went over the great-
est part of Europe, and “collected some valuable cu-
riosities, such as paintings, manuscripts, &e.  (Elliot’s
Biog. Dict. p. 105.)  These facts are important in
the illustration of Checkley's future career; showing
that his entrance into orders, late in life, must have
been from the purest attachment to the church, and
from no worldly considerations. They are quite suf-
ficient to rebut all the slanders which have been
brought against his want of piety.  IHis earnest and
uncompromising devotion to Episcopacy in New Eng-
Jand-——during an era when almost all New England
was thoroughly impregnated with Puritanism—of
course exposed him to that censure; for a Puritan
condemns one’s pretentions to piety when he differs,
or rather presumes to differ from himself, just as reck-
lessly as a Romanist, under similar circumstances,
would condemn his pretensions to orthodoxy.

Checkley returned from his travels, and fixed him-
self in his native place.  The date of his return is
not given to us, but it is known that he was in Boston
in 1715 ; for during that year he published a tract
against the Calvinistic theory of predestination, which
made some stir in the land of the self-esteemed elect,
and provoked an answer.  About this time he mar-
ried the sister of the Rev. Dr. Miller, Episcopal mis-
sionary at Braintree, now Quincy, by whom he had
two children, John and Rebecca.

What Checkley's employments now were is not
known.  Probably he pursued a life of literary leisure.
One thing, however, is very certain, he was always
devoted to the best interests of the church, and con-

tinually on the alert o nromata them
He published, in 1723, a pamphlet which is deserv-

ing of careful reflection for it was the forerunner of
the controversy upon Episcopacy on this continent.  lts
title is, “ A modest proof of the order and government
settled by Christ and his apostles in the Church, by
showing—1. What sacred offices were ivstituted by
them. 2. How those offices were distinguished.—
3. That they were to be perpetual and standing in
the church. 4. Who succeeded in them, and rightly
execute them to this day.” It was during this same
year (1723) that Dr. Cutler, then Rector or Presi-
dent of Yale College, conformed to the Church of
Eogland, and was settled over Christ Church, Boston.
Doubtless this pamphlet, not to say other circumstan-
ces, brought him and Checkley into close contact, and
insured their union and action in reference to the
great contemplated synod of the Puritans, which was
to sit in 1724-5; ostensibly in respect to “the judg-
ment of heaven,”” as Cotton Mather represented, but
really in respect to the greatest of judgments, in a
Puritan’s view, which the king talked of inflicting upon
America, viz., the sending a Bishop over.  Bat of

Checkley continued his zeal for Episcopacy without
abatement. Not content with his * modest proof,”’
he, in the same year (1723), republished Leslie’s fa- |
he subjoined a discourse on Episcopacy. Now this, t
in Puritanical logic, was adding insult to injury; and
as the times were getting ominously dark—the Presi-
dent of Yale College become an apostate, and an ac-

t Report for 1833, p. 74.

Port for 1836, p. 70. § Report for 1836, p. 81.

tual live bishop about to be intruded upon the inheri-
tance of the saints—it became necessary to make a

the furtherance of which the society was instituted ; |

because the mission to which it belongs is vacant, and |

adsect on this special verdict, are of opinion
Dom. Reg. ) that the said John Checkley is gl.Jilty
| of publishing and selling a false and scandalous libel.
{1t is therefore considered by the Court, that the said
| John Checkley shall pay a fine of fifty pounds to the
| King, and enter into recognizance in the sum of one
' hundred pounds, with two sureties in the sum of fifty
| pounds ¢ach, und also pay costs of prosecution; stand-
' ing comutitted until this sentence be performed.
‘ Att'd Samuer Tyuer, Clerk.

Such was the amiable decree of the laws of freedom,
and within the purlieus of Faneuil Hall, * the cradle
| of liberty,” upon an unfortunate churchman, for the
j mere utterance of his opinions about religion.  And,
| what seems most farcial, this sentence is gravely pro-

Checkley, }

d in the name of a king who was the civil head
| nddnged o the g

Lhure wse righte O haL ey,

(8 n:nu;‘ma-). PRES 6 cacas 3
| that king is coolly made to pocket a fifty pounds pen- | all earth’s forgetfulness.

alty, not for the assault, but the defence of a faith he

himself was sworn to uphold!

Checkley republished his pamphlet in 1728, in the
city of Loundon, during a visit he made to England
with the view of obtaining Holy Orders; and remem-

with which he had been treated, added to it the fol-

with learned notes by way of explication.”

composed of two lines of poetry. Whether this is a
sample of a longer catechism, or the entire catechism
itself, the writer of this article cannot say; but here
is what he gives, and as he gives it.

lic worship, make use of the Creeds ?
Answer—Why ?  Because they are not set down
word for word, in the Bible.
Question.—~Well ; but why don't the Dissenters in

word, in the Bible.
Note.—They're so perverse and opposite,
As if they worshipped God for spite.

king a service, entered into bis recognizances, and
| lived on to annoy the poor Puritans a second time.—

to discuss the rationale of the Divine Administration

much as permitted to assemble.

tanism, note 103, pp. 503-505.

of the most sacred character.

ticularly informed.

enough, but was altogether destitute of piety. Piety!

| century old, and who had spent his life prohahly in
literary leisure—who had time enough and means

home curiosities which would have been thought suf-
ficient for the revenue of a lordling—could secular
motives induce such a man to assume a religious office,
amid a people who would never give him rest, and for
the paltry pittance of fifty pounds a year—the salary
he might receive as a missionary from the Society for
Propagating the Gospel ? They may think so, .with
whom a penny is a weighty, and a dollar an almighty
consideration; but a mind imbued with a particle
of Christian generosity will put a different construc-
tion on the matter.

Checkley was not seeking much, either in the way
of revenue or comfort, by resorting to London to ask
his bishop for holy orders. Ng\'ertheless, he was fol-
lowed to London, and most sedulously, by Puritan ap-
prehension and vengeance. He had scarcely slept
there a night before he was, at the instigation of New
England informers, absolutely seized as a traitor by a
king’s bailiff; and of course, not his liberty only, but
his life, put in jeopardy. I have this from a manu-
seript letter of the Rev. Dr. Burhans, one .of our old-
est clergy, formerly of Newtown, Connecticut, whose
first wife was a direct descendaut of one of Checkley's
wardens, when he was finally gratified in the long-
cherished desire of his heart, and established in an
American parish.

The project was plainly somewhat desperate, and
failed. But his enemies were too shrewd to rest
their hopes npon a solitary effort. Besides th.eir
complaint of him as a traitor, two of the Puritan min-

London, the celebrated Edmund Gibson. In this
sweet missive, in order to awaken the Bishop's politi-
cal prejudices, they denounced him as a Non-juror,
and in consequence an enemy to the house then on
the British throne—the House of Hanover. To

and Catholic temperament,) they called him a bitter
enemy to all other denominations but his own—to
awaken the Bishop's prejudices against him as an ig-
noramus, they declared he had had no liberal educa-
tion: very true this last, when we remember they had
Harvard College ouly in their eye, and thought no-

thine of Oxford. with all its sad aopliances for ma-
ing Churchmen.

| signed this letter, was.a man who complained, down
to his very grave, of somewhat similar treatment re-

(Mass. Hist. Coll. 1st ser. viii. 68.)

very alarming twinges of conscience.

and it told well.

ther than a Reverend, with the stately income of fifty
whole sterling pounds !
Nevertheless, the anxious desire to serve God in

ner there for true piety to nestle in!

(}.:is Impracticable man, begging, at the age of fifty-
nine, to be allywed to minister in one of the hardest
spheres to which a churchman was ever doomed, and

CeTDEd_}0 keep body and soul possibly in each
otl.xers neighbourhood.  Bishop Weston actually or-
dained hlm—perhaps the oldest candidate in the his-

that matter more presently. ‘ for enough—so far as the income of his post was con-
|
1
{

mous short and easy method with the Deists, to which 1 tory of the Christian Church, who was ever admitted

to the honours of an office, which was all but enough
to kill any ordinary subject of his years in twelve
round months.  And it is pleasant to reflect, that he
probably ordained him with the consent of Bishop
Gibson; for he was then alive, and in fact did not die

| till nearly ten years afterwards.

bering the harshness and almost comic inconsistency

lowing, as he calls it, “specimen of a true dissenting
catechism, upon right true blue dissenting principles,
He gives
us two questions, and two answers, with one note,

Question—Why don't the Dissenters, in their pub-

their public worship, make use of the Lord’s Prayer?
Answer~—Oh! . Because that is set down word for

Checkley, doubtless, paid his fine for rendering the

He obtained secret information of the anti-Episcopal
conclave which was to assemble at Boston in 1724-5,

respecting New England; and by means of his letters,
with those of Dr. Cutler's, the council was not so
Some account of
this affair may be found in Dr. Coit's book on Puri-

In 1727, Checkley, now at the advanced age of
forty-seven, determined to go to England, that he
might devote the residue of his life to the services of
the church of his love, in his native land, in functions
Why, at such a very
unusual age, he should take that step, we are not par-
His enemies said he had learning

could secular motives induce a man, almost half a

enough, to take a journey over Europe, and bring

isters indited a letter against him to the Bishop of

awaken the Bishop's prejudices against hi_m as a peace |
disturber, (for they knew Dr. Gibson's kindly feeling

One of the ministers, also, who

ceived by himself from the hands of Cotton Mather—
Bat a church-
man was now the object of his vengeance; and as it
is lawful to spoil the Egyptians, he probably felt no

"The second shot against Checkley was better aimed,
: Bishop Gibson declined ordaining
him, and he was constrained to return a layman, ra-

the Gospel of his Son slept not in the breast of this
unfortunate Churchian, who had not a nook or cor-
In the year
1739, the Bishop of Exeter, Stephen Weston, a
friend of Bishop Sherlock’s, was found willing to hear

Well, armed with his sacred credentials, John
Checkley at last stood upon his natal soil prepared to
contend for the faith once delivered to the saints.—
4 He was sent to Providence, in Rhode Island, no doubt
| to remove him somewhat from the atmosphere of Bos-

ton, which would certainly have mustered for his de-
voted head some good stout thunderclaps. And
there he ministered at intervals at Warwick and At-
tleborough, for 14 years; till,in 1753, in the seventy-
third year of his ardent life, God gave him respite, and
called him home.

It is much to be desired that we had some au-
thentic memporials of a ministry begun at almost the
utmost verge of man’s longest ordinary life. It ought
to have been a curious and exciting thing to hear one
who had been a scholar from his youth—a traveller, a
wit, and a philosopher—who had been contending
half his life, perhaps, to be permitted to be a priest
In any parish, however humble, and amid perils al-

at length clambered up to a deacon’s “good degree,”
with the marks of sixty winters on his head. But al-
mOst a century has piled its dust upon a Checkley's
grave, and this sh rd is all, perhaps, which will
ever so wsuch as strive to do honour to his name.—
Peace to :%ashea, untiring servant of Christ and
& th?/ ﬁ;i‘ t ample amends will soon be

o S S
made for
Oune day is with the Lord
as a thousand years; and thou shalt be recompensed
immortally at the resurrection of the just:

I NEVER PRAYED!
(From the Churchman’s Monthly Penny Magazine.)

Severe and sudden sickness seized a young friend
of mine, and I hastened to his bed-side. It the midst
of conversation, which seemed to make little or no
impression on his mind, I was led to enquire, “ Did
you ever pray P A faint and hesitating “ No" was
the melancholy answer. A host of sad thoughts
crowded on me, awakened by this reply. A youth of
some eighteen or twenty summers was lying on a dying
bed. Ee had lived in the midst of the means of grace,
had beer taught the nature and the duties of religion—
had been externally moral in his deportment—but had
never priyed.  He had been taught that he was a sin-
ner, but had never asked to be forgiven. He knew that
he was nder the curse of the law of God, and expos-
ed to ewerlasting destruction from the presence of the
| Lord; but he had never asked God to deliver him
from the danger of hell and prepare him for the en-
Jjoymen! of heaven.

I was distressed beyond measure. It appeared in-
credible, but I had no reason to doubt the sincerity of
the dying youth.  Taking his hand, I addressed him
in words similar to these :

“My: dear friend, did you never pray? Youa crea-
ture dependent on your Creator for every breath you
draw, for every mercy you enjoy, for every power you
possess, did you never thauk that Creator for these
gifts? - A sinful creature—having no hope, and with-
out God in the world—ready to perish under guilt
that would ruin the universe—did you never pray for
mercy ?  Brought up in the enjoyment of the Gospel,
and often told of that Saviour who died for just such
sinners s you are, did you never go to that Redeemer,
and inthe dust, at the foot of the cross, acknowledge
your vileness, and sue for an interest in his pardoning
and atoning blood? Look I beseech you, at the sac-
rifice God has made for you. Look at the sins which
have separated between you and God. Consider the
infinite debt which you owe your Maker, and your in-
finite inability to pay that debt, and then say if you
{ anght net ta pray for a discharge. Consider that you
aré not only & devtor, bankrupt and in prison, but a

execution to arrive. Another has undertaken to dis-
charge your debt, and waits but for you to ask his aid.

¢ hag consented to suffer the penalty of the law in
your stead, and justify you in the presence of your
C?hdemning judge, but he will extend the benefits of

18 clemency to you only on condition that you will
ash believing, ~ You are a sinner, dying in your sins.
Death g feeling for your heart-strings now, and will
800N break them. The frail thread of life holds you
out of g purning bell.  You must perish unless you
Pray.  Pray, and perhaps you may be saved.”

‘Wiu, such words I urged the duty of prayer on this
dying friend, and the insensibility with which they
were heard was as great as that with which the multi-
tudes of ginners listen to the same entreaties, when
death does not appear so near.  The work of death
1s going on, and that youth does not pray. I went
from hig ped-side, reflecting that perhaps disease had
made him still more insensible than those in health,
and if T mpade the appeal to them I might meet with
more syecess.

Some of them have doubtless read this, and won-
dered that a sinner could die without prayer. Butisit
n?t more strange that one can live without prayer ?—

an yoy lie down at night and trust yourself to sleep
withoyt prayer, when you know that you are in the
ha'uds of an angry God who holds you in being, and
“:lght in an instant drop you into devouring fire ?—
(,ax} you presume on his goodness without so much as
asking him to keep you while you cannot keep your-
self‘.? Can you wake in the meorning, and begin the
businegg of the day without once thinking of Him who
Wwatched you while you slept, and whose hand was
your shield? Can you pursue the world and never
ask his aid in whose hand are all your ways—who
must fayour your plans or they will fail? And these
are but common obligations.  These would bind
though there were no such thing as sin and misery, or
holinesg and heaven. A wretch who believes there is
a God, and denies everything else, ought to pray.—
But yoy pelieve more than this.  You believe that the
| Bible is the Word of God, and that every word of that
| book will have a certain fulfilment.  You know that
| You must pray, or God will never have mercy on your
sonl.  And knowing this and knowing that Gad ia
waiting to he gracious, you refuse to pray.

Should the king come to the door of your cell, where
you were waiting for the day of death to come, and
offer to grant a full and instant pardon, if you would
fall dO‘W“ on_your knees, and confess with penitence
your 8in, a0d trusting in his unbought goodness would
plead with him for mercy, would you plead ? ~ If he
should Come to you on the scaffold as you were on the
point of suffering the penalty of the law, and make

ou the same offer, would you pray ? There is not a
more Mserable evasion of duty than the plea which
many PUt in that they cannot save themselves, and
therefore it is of no use to try.  You do not feel the
force of ‘h?' objection. If you did, you would pray.
Were YOU In captivity, dependent utterly on the will
of your master for life and death, you would put all

our ho;?e of escape in prager. You would fall down
before him whose chains were on you, and plead with
earnestiess and tears that he would have compassion,
and let You go.  Apq the more sensible you were of
the impossibility of deliverance, except through the
mercy of Your master, the stronger would be your sup-
plications, and the more abundant your tears.  And
if youfelt your dependence on God for deliverance
from hell, you would go down on your knees, and beg
for your life as a dying man.

Now God has constituted an inseparable connexion
betweeD Your salvation and prayer. Your prayer will
not make you better, or God more kind.  But if you
are saved, he must save you, and he will be enquired
of by you, to do this thing for you. Aud oh! if you
| never 1{"“3/""1’ pray now. If you have, pray more.—
| Cry mightily unto God. Besiege his throne.

most as thick and dangerous as an apostle’s, and who |

criminal condemned already, and awaiting the day of |

« Perhaps he will admit your plea,

Perbaps will hear your prayer.”
No. There is no perhaps or peradventure in any pro-
mise that God ever made. * Ask, and ye shall re-
ceive''—not perhaps ye shall receive. Seek, and ye
shall find""—not peradventure ye shall find. * Knock |
and it skall be opened unto you. For every one that
asketh, receiveth, and he that seeketh, findeth, and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened.”

SALVATION A DIFFICULT WORK.
(From a Sermon by Archdeacon Manning.)

To all mankind, as fallen men, the way of life is
not more blessed than it is arduous. And that for
' this reason, because * flesh and blood cannot inberit
the kingdom of God ; neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption.” (1 Cor. xv. 50.) There must pass
on each a deep and searching change. And this
change, though it be wrought @n us of God, is wrought
| through our striving. It is no easy task to gird up
the energies of our moral nature to a perpetual strug-
gle. The most watchful feels as one that strives
against the half-conscious drowsiness of an oppressive
poison; the purest, as he that leaves upon driven snow
a dark and sullying touch; the most aspiring, as a

Gommunications.

We deem it necessary to follow the example of the London Church
peEiudelcx\ls, and to apprize our readers that we are not respousible for
the opinions of our Correspondents.—Ep. Cauren.]

(For The Church.)
THE SCRIPTURES AND TIIE CHURCH.
LETTER IIL
To “A Catholie.”

Str,—In support of your position you refer lastly to
the Seriptures. But here, also, I must protest against the
irregularity of your adducing the Scriptures at all, when
the question is, whether the Church is their infallible in-
terpreter.  This should be proved independently of the
Scriptures ; for it is surely unfair to resta claim of in-
fallibility for the Church upon a Volume which must be
received only according to her interpretation. It is tan-
tamount to saying, Here is the law, and it is on my side,
but it must only be taken in the sense I put upon it.
the Church’s interpretation is to be unquestioned, the
Church might put what sense she pleased on any part of
the Bible, and so make it prove anything.

However, letting this objection pass, I will take the
liberty of examining some of your interpretations.—
Leviticus x. 11, proves no more than that the priests
the old Covenant, and, by infereuce, the ministers of the
Gospel under the new, were to téack the people, and in-
struct them in the tenths of theiv religion, —a duty about

many that ~ime saenbiadon 2 strained and sagks
that toils for a far shore in a rolling and storwy sea.
It is a bard thing to be a Christian, It is a hard
thing to keep ourselves unspotted from the world. It
is a hard thing to force our way, making an armed
retreat into a position of safety; for sin, that great
and manifold mystery of ill, whose root no man hath
ever found, whose goings forth were before the world
was made, whose legions are unseen, hovers around
with a terrible strength, and still- more terrible cr.aft.
It bangs upon our skirts, and harasses our way to life;
it waits through every day, and watches in every hour;
it besets all our paths, and Jurks beside all our duties;
it mingles in all our toils, and hides in our secret
chamber, and masks itself under our religion, and fol-

which there is no %m the g,uestion is, whether
Bere doolatotiin E‘e‘ ﬁ;mdﬁ’,@“,‘.ﬂmw& ‘kﬁ&&k@.‘ 3%
wilful deceit. The whole passage, of which you give
only a part, is as foliows : * And the Lord spake unto
Aaron, saying, Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thoun,
nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle
of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for
ever throughout your generation: and that ye may put
difference between holy and unholy, and between clean
and unclean; (11th) and that ye may teach the children
of Israel all the statutes which the Lord hath spoken unto
them by the hand of Moses.” The whole passage is any
thing but a declaration of infallibility on the part of the
teachers . it is evidently only a precept to the priesthood,
that they might be examples of sobriety and seemly be-
haviour, and always fitted to instruct the people, and to
perform their holy functions.

The very reverse of an inherent certainty, or infalli-
bility, in the teaching of the priesthood, is shewn in the

lows us to the altar of God. Through all this we
have to win our way to life. * We wrestle not with
flesh and blood''—for then we might endure it, be-
holding our enemy and grappling with him face to
face,—* but we wrestle against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkuess of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places.”” (Ephes.
vi. 12.)  These throng the way to life, and cast down
the unwary, and overbear the wavering soul, and mar
the beginnings of repentauce : therefore are they who
find eternal life but few.

e

THE FIT OF ABSTRACTION.
(From * Thoughts for the Thoughtful,” by Old Humphrey.)

It was a sharp frosty day at the latter end of De-~
cember, when, standing up at the window to look at
the trees powdered over as they were with snow, and
at the poor half-famished birds that were rendered
tame by the severity of the season, that I gave way to
a fit of benevolent abstraction. I will endeavour to
set down my ruminations:

“Oh!" thought I, *that it were possible for me to
do some kindly deed to every man, woman and child
under the canopy of heaven! Oh! that I could for
once in my life make every eye sparkle, every pulse
throb, and every heart beat with delight! Had I the
power, the poor should be made rich, the rich more
affluent than they are, and the one and the other
\have heavenly hopes added to their earthly enjoy-
ments !

2d chapt. of Malachi. The sentence you quote, viz., the
7th verse, occurs in one of the most severe and solemn
rebukes which the Bible eont.ains, addressed through the
prophet to the priests for their unfaithfulness. It begins
thus: *And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for
you. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart,
10 give glory unto my name, saith the Lord of Hosts, E
will even send a curse upon you.” Then they are re-
minded of the holiness of their forefather Levi, * The
law of truth was ia his mouth, and iniquity was not found
in his lips : he walked with me in peace and equity, p.m’i'
did turn many away from iniquity. For the priest's lips
(this is the verse you quote) “should keep knowledge,
and they should seek the law at his mouth : for he is the
messenger of the Lord of Hosts. But ye are departed
out of the way ;” (you have not quoted this,) “ye have
caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted
the covenant of Levi, saith the Lord of Hosts. There-
fore have I also made you contemptible, and base before
all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways,
but have been partial in the law.”. i

Deuteronomy xxi. 5, has nothing to do with the ques-
tion ; for the **controversy” there spoken of, and which
the priests were to try, was a civil case of manslaughter,
where the homicide was unknown ; as any of your readers
who will turn to the passage will at once perceive :—*and
by their words shall every controversy, and every stroke
be tried.”

Ezekiel xliv. 24 : “And in controversy they (the
priests) shall stand in judgment; and they shall judge it
according to my judgments.” You give us a quotation
—*In controversy they and the priests shall stand in judg-
ment saith the Lord, and by their word shall every con-
troversy be tried”; but this is a blending of the two pas-
sages into one, with some variation from the actual text.
Perhaps you quoted from memory, but that is not the
very surest way, especially when the question is respect-
ing the certainty of Ministerial interpretation. "The con-
text makes it very evident that the controversy mentioned

Now this was all very beautiful, and I no doubt
thought eo, fiw Loocntinnad my musinge of beneva.
! lence: d

“ How delightful it would be to comfort the afflicted,
to raise the fallen, to liberate the captive, to heal the
sick, to bind up the bruised and the broken, and to
scatter abroad, wide as the world, the elements of
peace, comfort, satisfaction, happiness, and delight.”

If anything, this latter burst of philanthropy was
finer than the former; and most likely, at the moment,
my countenance brightened up in contemplating the
fair picture which my fancy in such glowing colours
had drawn. But not yet was the fountain of my good
intentions dry, or the treasure-house of my munifi-
cence; for thus did I continue my abstraction :

“Had I the power and the opportunity to bless
mankind, friend and foe should alike be partakers of
my bounty; misery should be unknown; unkindness
should be banished from the world, and the nations of
the earth should eelebrate an unbroken jubilee of joy.”

By the time that I had srived at this exalted cli-
max of philanthropy, I stood tolerably high in my own
estimation, and how much higher I might have eleva-
ted myself it would be hard to say; but,at the sno-
ment, my opposite neighbour opened his door to let
in a strange cat, which had, for scme time, been mew-
ing in the cold; he brought out, too, directly after,
some broken victuals to a shivering lad, who had un-
dertaken for a trifie to sweep away the snow from his
door, and scattered a liberal handful of crumbs around
for the benefit of the poor birds.

With shame and confusion I reflected on my useless
thoughts, and on my neighbour’s deeds. 1 had stood
stock still, idly dreaming on imaginary kindness, while
he had really performed three acts of unobtrusive cha-

in the last quoted , was also a civil dispute, and
not a question of doetrine. Indeed the word is used in
no olher wan e forner sense iu Deatoronofuy ; in some
other parts in the general sense of a “dispute,” but in no
place does it appear to mean disputed interpretations of
the written law.

You refer next to Matthew xxiii. 2 & 8, as supporting
your view. *“ The Scribes and the Pharisees also sit in
Moses’ seat : all therefore, whatsoever they bid you ob-
serve, that observe and do, but do ye not after their
works.” Our Saviour was contrasting the official char-
acter of the Scribes and Pharisees with their private
character. When they tanght out of the Word of God,
teaching as in the place of Moses, they were to be obeyed
and followed. 8o are Christian Ministers, when teach-
ing from the Word of God, and according to that Word.
But did not our Lord, besides condemning their personal
depravity, also declare that they had bound beavy bur-
dens and grieveus to be borne, and Jaid them npon men’s
shoulders,—that they were blind guides, teaching men
that it was nothing to swear by the temple or altar of
God, unless they swore by the gold and the gifts, - -that
they had taken away the key of knowledge, and had per-
verted the law of Moses concerning divorees, and the
duties of filial love?

Matthew xxviii. 19, is a eommand to the Apostles to
go and teach and baptize, not a promise of infallibility te
their successors in the execution of that command. he
extent of the promise, “Lo I amt with you alway, even
unto the end of the world,” from its wide and @neral
terms, can only be judged of, like many prophetical de-
clarations, by considering how it has been fulfilled and
accomplished. The history of the Church of Christ
shews that the Holy Spirit has not so been with the
ministry of the Chureh, as to render them at all times
infallible and certain in their teaching. It can only
therefore be understood as a promise that Christ will be
with His Church, in such a manner that the truth will
always be preserved within it, despite the machinations
of Satan and the wickedness or weakness of men.

You say that * St. Paul also teaches us the same truth”
(the Church’s certainty or infallibility of interpretation)
“where he says in Romans x. 14, How shall they believe
in him of whom they have not heard, and how shall they

rity. When shall we learn that benevolence consists
not in thinking, but in doing. A real penny outweighs
an ideal pound, and a cup of cold water given with
kindness is better than rivers of oil flowing only in the
imagination.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Morives ESSENTIAL T0 puries.—If I wanted a
man to fly, I must contrive to find bim wings; and
thus, if I would successfully enforce moral duties, I
mustadvance evangelical motives.— Rev. John Newton.

OvuRr STEDFASTNESS AND SAFETY.—If we would
s1ana, UDMSU mMUst be our founaation ; 1 we would
be safe, Christ must be our sanctuary.— Mason's Re-
mains.

Rusorvrron.—Do but think that all things yield
| to hard labour, and you have overcome the greatest
difficulties by that one thought.— Bishop Patrick.

PriviLeaes npGLECTED.—In hell, it may be, the
water of baptism shall scorch more fiercely than the fire
that is not quenched, and the Cross drawn upon the
forehead eat into the soul as if it were graven with a
finger of flame.—Archdeacon Manning.

Tuae Wogrwp.—Think how little the world can do
for you, and what it doth, how deceitfully; what stings
there are with its honey; what farewell succeeds its
welcome ; when this Jael brings you milk in the one
hand, know she hath a nail in the other.— Bishop Halil.

Tug Swerrsst Music.—Mausic is sweetest when
heard over rivers, where the echo thereof is rebounded
by the waters., Praise for pensiveness, thanks for
tears, and blessing God over the floods of affliction,
make the most melodious music in the ear of heaven.

— Fuller,

Pracrice without knowledge is blind, and know-
ledge without prnctice is lame.— Fuller.

True Humitiry—Avoid the habit of speaking
humbly of yourself as a snare of the devil. Can you
submit not to speak of yourself af all # that is the
question.— Howels.

Gop's PreseNcE—A certain philosopher once
asked a Christian, * Where is God ?” The Christian
answered, ““ Let me first ask of you, Where he is not *”
— Rev. Augustus Toplady.

hear without a preacher?” To me St. Paul does not ap-
pear to teach any such thing. He is here justifying to
the Hebrew converts the Providence of God in extend-
ing the Gospel to the Gentiles also, a proceeding which
was very unacceptable to the Jews atfirst: but heis very
far from teaching that the ministers throvgh whom the
Gospel was to be made known, should be infallible,—
You think many modern Christians would, in answer to
St. Paul’s question, How shall they hear without a
preacher? reply—" By the Bible.” But very few Chris-
tians imagine that the ministry ean be thus dispensed
with. The guestion is not whether a ministry is neces-
sary under the present dispensation, but respecting the
nature and degree of the authority that belongs to their
interpretation of the Bible. You affirm, and endeavour
to prove, that their teaching and power of interpretation

io en aawbaim, that it 18 2lMOSE a ein #a danmbe af b dleces
maintain that the members. of the Church at large have a
right to examine and satisfy themselves whether the min-
| isters of the Church are teaching according to the Scrip-
tures, being of opinion that a claim of anything approach-
ing to infallibility is a dangerous and deceptive fallacy,
which has been productive of the greatest injury to God’s
truth and God’s Charch, and which would be so again,
if allowed to work its way into general reception. Can~
not the relative duties of hearer and teacher be rightly
balanced and adjusted? Surely there may be a rational
and a becoming deference paid to the teaching of the
Church,—a sufficient confidence in the learning and
piety of her ministers, without infallibility being claimed
or admitted; and on the other hand, surely people may
read the Bible and profit by its teaching, and may com~
pare the Word of God with the word of the Church,
without necessarily becoming infidels and schismatics,

But to return to your references—(2d Timothy ji. 2.)—
« And the things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach others also.” In obedience to
| this precept, the Church, by its chief Ministers, does
| commit the authority to teach to men whom she has
| reason to believe faithful, and able; and yet men once
| faithful and still able, may become unfaithful, or having
deceived themselves, may pervert the truths committed
to them, and mislead the minds of their people with
superstition and false doctrine.  You seem to think that
every text that speaks of teaching, implies infallibility on
the part of the teachers.

With regard to the “famous declaration” in 1 Timothy
iii. 15, of the Church being “ the pillar and ground of the
truth,” it does not declare the Church’s infallibility, or,
as you express it, that she “ must have wisdom and power
positively to decide what is truth.” It is not self-evident
that the word Church here means only the Ministry, as

ou would understand it; in fact there is but one passage
in the New Testament, viz., Matthew xviii. 17,—* And
if he shall neglect to hear them tell it unto the Chureh,”
| in which the word can with any probability of correctness

| be limited to mean the authorities and ministers of the



