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society. - (While over-insurance causes fires, a
yroper amount: of insurancé may prevent them
y teaching a malicious vagabond that he can=
not harin his enemy by burning his property,
as the insurance. company’s interposition res-
- tores . the Joss.)  Constantl supervision and
watehfuliess, with a keen judgment of mnen-and
. values, are  necessary -to . keep losses, witliin
the figures {o which we have hitherto succeeded
in confining them, Not ounly must property be
-~ worth more than it is insured for, but it must
-~ be a productive nnd paying investment o its
owners. Unless this is the case, its safety is not’
likely to be'n subject of anxiety to them. It
must be borne in’ nmind that we sometimes lose
a8 much in' consequence of the indillerence of
- honest men. to the safety of property which
_brings them no income, and which is fully in-
.sured, a8 by the designing villainy of those who
do not scruple to apply the mateh, Indeed,
let this element of safety be once removed—this
safeguard which so often is the only barrier be-
tween ‘us and loss—tihis protection which is
greater than iron doors or fire walls—theanxiety
of an owner for the safety of his property—and
the chances: of our. escaping loss’ become so
remote thut we perfer to-cancel our policy at
once. It-ig for this reason that the sum of our
losses fullows the ups and downs of trade, like
a  barometer -of misfortune. When cerinin
classes of risks are making tnoney for their
owners, notwithstanding the fact: that, at ‘sich
times, there is the extra: bazard of over work
- and forced -production; the fewest losses take
place; but let the manufacuurer (who, while he
had prolitable contracts to {ill; eximined criti-
cally for himself, and with ~the" proverbinl:
thoroughness of *'the muster’s eye,” lest any
untoward  aceident should . interrupt his good
fortune,) less important. to many, especially
where n stronger company §§ secured, than does
the difference in rate, .
The occasional “indifference of those who

= ¢lajm”to be intelligent business men, a8°10° the

strength and standing of companies, in_consi-
dering questions of rates, is most surprising. -
If a merchant isofiered the notes of two differ-

ent individunls—the oné thriftless, irresponsible -

and unreliable, and the other possessed of an
ample fortune, accumulated’ by well ‘direcied .
encrgy and- cconomy, and with an’ estublished
repuiation - for meeting his* obligations—he is
not long in deciding as to the relative value of
"“the two promises, especiully if theyhave a’yenr
-7 to run.: But the same nierchaut, in cousideling
- a proposal for an - insurance of ten times the
amount of, such - note, will sometimes. aceept
".the policy ot n worthless company, simply be-
cnuse he gets it a'dellur or two cheaper than
that of - auother, possessed, -possibly, of twenty
times ils “assets, and with a reputation estab-
““lished by yesars of trinl'and fire! Cau anything
be more inconsistent than the conductof a busi-
ness man who is thus cautivus and particular
as toa note for a few hundred dollars, but who
carelessly pliaces insurance policies for thou-
sunds of dollars inhis snfe without reading them;
or’sutistying himself as to  the reliability of the
companies ? . . .

It is.the ‘duty of an agent to qualify himself]
by close: observation and stidy, to explain the
“strengthof his company, and to urge the desir-

~bility ot relinble * insurance . upon property
holders; to convinee then by persistent effort;
clear and logical argument, and apt . illustra-
tions, that sou called “ cheap” insurance 'is not
insurunee ;. that a company can no: more afford
to sell. its indemmnity below cost than' can. the
merchant his' goods; and that what rate would
be below the cost of enrrying his risk, as one of
‘o large ‘class, is almost as easy of ascertuinment

as the cost of any cemmodity on his shelves.—

. Moore’s Guide lo dgents.

© THE RUSSIAN GRAIN TRADE.
i 'From 'present: appearancés, the only ‘trade
likely to be'interrupted is that of Russia on the
. Black Sea.  That, however, ig very important.
= “About’one-fifih of the whole commerce of Rus-
" sinis:done ou the Black Sea fronticer, and, what
~ig of chiefimportaunce to us, the bulk of the grain

“ xports go“from these ports.. The. quantitics of

Tusurance Cowmpany. ;
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wheat shipped to Great. Britain from the north-
western and southwestern ports of Russin res-
pectively. compare ag follows for a series of lute
years : ‘ )

Southern Northern
poris, cuwts,

. 8,317,200 1,678,085
5,016,085 709,587
7,718,882 1,816,787
15,775,482 2,080,175
< 1,752,631 3,951,365
s BA2T,314 1,841,884
Average six years..: .7,844,614 2,015,637
7,844,714

Average total from . Russia.. v 19,859,251
"It will be seen that of an average total export
of 9,839,251 cwts, or 18,403,000 bushels, of
wheat to Great Britai-, nearly 80 per cent.
goes by way of the Southern ports; which
ports would

blockuded by Turkey. Beyond. these exports,

' considerable quantitics of grain.are also sent lo

other countrics. Are we then to conclude that
the large grain surplus of Southern Russia is to
be - shut up in that: country because its usual
outlet, the Black Sen ports, is: clused 7 By no
means  We must calculate npon & large con=
sumption for army purposes, and also upon
partinl interruption of production in conse-
quence of the withdrawal of men by military
couseription ;. but the balance of supply may
find foreign markets in various ways. The
great grain producing section of Russia lies
between the Baltic ports north and the Black
Sen ports south. It is throagh that country
that the'network of railroads recently construie-
ted mainly runs; and nearly every part of the
grain section can communicute with St. Deters-
burg or Riga almost as casily as with Odessa,
The ralroads arve comparatively numerous and
are ‘all double-track, well constructed lines,
In some. measure, these roads will be l)reoccu-
pied for military service; but, when the army

has been forwarded -to:the theatre of: war, this:

service will abate, and the rogds would be able
to nccommuodate a considerable amount of grain

traflie. .The distance, being somewhnt greater

to the:Baltic than to the Black Sea, the cost of
the route would be greater than to Odessn; but
a moderate advanee. in the price of grain would
sutlice to compensate for that difference—iYew
York Bulletin. R

TE_N MINUTES FOR. A VERDICT.

“A cnse was decided in San Francisco recently
against ‘the Union  Mutual which. merits the

“widest.possible publicity. The case wasentitled

Agnes' 8, Fabbri, vs. the Union : Mutual Life
At 5. 0o'ctock ‘the jury

They were not out more than  ten
minutes before a verdict was placéd -in. the
hands of the Conrt Sheriff) as follows «

“\We, the jury, find in favor of plaintiff for
$5,612, and interest from May 15, 1875, at. the
rate of ten per cent. per annum,; all -in .gold
The judgment as recorded amounts to
$6,660.25, which is- the full sum claimed by the
plaintiff.,” Mme. Fabbri wns aflected: to tears
when the result was announced.

Prof. Fabbri and - Madame Fabbri held life
policiesin the Phoenix Company-—one for $6,000,
the other for $4,000. A sub-agent of the Union

..Company . persunded - them 10 exchange thess

policies: for a ten year policy of: $6,000 in. the
Union forjoint benefit.: The Pheenix . policice

were surrendered to the sub-apgeut, who gavea |

receipt therefor. : The applicution for the new
policy was written -out by the sub-ngent, who
copied  the apnswers' given in the Pheenix: poli=
Oue of" these ‘answers wus' to the: effect

ed in another company. On the trial the defence
set up that this answer was fulse, as the parties

were -then' holders of policies in the Pheenix.: |

The plaintiff showed that not ouly. was the ap-

. plication, written out by. the sub-agent . without

any questions being asked of the applicants, but
that the defendant. bad. full knowledge of the

former-insurance, from’ the fact. of baving cus-

ports, cwls.

be very linble to be eflectively -

- 'S500; instved for S406.

tody of the policies. The application for the.
new policy: was sent Enst to hendqunrters; e~
cepted, and a policy sent to the geners] ugent
in San . Francisco. & Meantine the sub-ngent
absconded with the $500 paid by Fabbri, and
the genceral agent declined to deliver the new
policy uniil he was paid the fest instalment and
the Pheenix policies were delivered to him. A
compromise was finully made by which each
eonsented 1o lose Ldf the moaney puid to the
abscondiag sub-agent;and the old policies were
discovered among his papers, -

~— Messrs. Slater & Perry of this city have
been nwnpded a medal and diploma by the
Ginadiann Commission for the excellence of
their amanufactures exhibited at Philadelphia
last year. The goods were not prepared fir
the purpose, but were taken out of their general
stock.

FIRE RECORD.

Hamilton, - April 28.—This. morning o fire
broke out in'a shed in vear of a brick block, at
the corner of King and Margavet sticets, nnd
communiented to the dwelling-house of Jumes
Perrin, badly damaging it.

Larean, April 25.—The barn and ontbuildings
on the tarm of Joseph MeMation, on the London
Road four miles from Luenn, with all the con-
tents, including five horses, were totally cousnm-
td by fire this morning.  Loss, $2,000 ; insurance
light.  Origin of lire-unkaown,

Berwick, N. 8., April 21.—~The dwelling of
Willinm  Legg canght fiee from n stove but
afier some effort the lire was put out.

Pubnico, N. 8, April 30.—A fish store, be-
longing to Mr. Waller Lardin, situnted on his
wharf, was destroyed by five.  Two fishing
schooners,  the Precursor and the Azora, had
just arrived from Halifax with fishing and other

- supiplies; a'portion of whicli had been pluced in

the building and was ‘consumed., The fire was
caused' by hoiling pitch in o pot in the building,
the pitel rupning over and igniting. The loss
is stated 'at about 3300, -

London,: April 24.—7The residence of Mr, .
Sifton, Sunuyside firm, about two miles from
the city, was burned last night at eleven o’clock.
The property belonged to Mr:J. W. Sifton, of
Manitoba, and is insured for $600. It is sup-

.posed to have been set on fire.

"~ Whithy, May 1.—At an carly honr this motn-
ing the blacksmiti's shop attached to M.
ODonovan’s carringe fuctory was burned
down. The contents of the shop were insured
in the -Waterloo Mutual for $1,000, and the
building in the National for 3100, Mr. O'Don-
ovan: s ‘been . unfortunate. lately in this
respect. .

St.” Catharines. May 1.—A dwelling house
owned by one O Brien, and the St. Patrick’s
Ward school house, both frame buildings, were
burned ] st evening.. lLioss on dwelling about
Loss on school-house
about $1,500; insured for $1,000 in the Isolated
Risle Co.” . Cnuse of. fire not known.

Whitehaven, Guysboro, N. S, April 25.— The

' lobster fuctory owned by A. Ogden was burned.

T.oss $3,000; insured for $2,000,

Oxford, Cumbertand, 'N. 8., April 26.— The
carriage fuctory owned by Smith Bros.& Ogden
wns burned ; partially ‘insured. o

Kingston, Mny “3.—A " fire in building on
Princess st., owned by Mr, R, Carson, and occu-
pied by Taylor & Bell. - Damnge slight.:

Camphellford,May 3.—The dye honse adjoining.

*the woollen mill leased by D. Morrice & Co., of

Montreal, was burned. Cause .unknown.” In-

surance will probably ¢over the loss. -

St." Williams, May 3.—A-shingle mill and
about 30,00 shingles’ belonging to James Mc-
Burney, near Silver I, were consumed by fire.:
Lioss about $1,2005 no insurance. ' Also a harn
belonging 10 Mrs: Wm. Dease; near this place,
was burned. * 1%0ss covered by insurance.

~Port Burwell, Ont., May +.—House owned by
Mrs. Lake, and occupied by Mr; 8. W, Wood-,
worth, wag with its contents totally destrojed



