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society. (While over-innsrance causes fires, a
proper amount of insurance. may prevent them
y acliig at malicious vagabond tat fie cat-

not barin his enemiy by burning lis prcperty,
as the insiurance coinpany's interposition rtes-
tores Ihe moss.) Constant supervisioin and
watchfiliiess, vith t a keei judgmnent of men aend
values, are necessary to kcep lsses within
tue figures to which we bave hitherto sicceeded
in confining them. Not oily must property be
vorth more tlai it is insured for, but it must

be a productive and paîying investmeint tu its
owners. Unless this is the case, its safety is not
likely to be a subject of anxiety to them. It
must be borne in iind Iat We some1timoes lose
as Imtuch in consceience of Ihe iiffellrciCe of
honest men to the safcty of propierty whicil
brings them i incone, and] wIicli is fully li-
sured, as by the desiginîîg villainly Uf tiose who
do not Scruple to apply thie imuatli. Inudeed,
let tils elmn t of safety be once remioved-tlhis
safeguard wfhich su cfte is the oily barrier be-
tween is end loss-this protection which is
greater tha,, iron doors or fire walls--i inîxiety
cf an owiier for Ile safety of fis property-ind
the chances of our escaping loss becoie so
reinote tlat we perfer to cancel cur policy at
once. It is for i is reason that the sum, of our
lusses follows the Upis and downs of trade, like
a baroieter of muisforti ne. Wenoîî certain
classes of risks are iiiakiing iioiey for tliir
owiers, nîotwitlistanding the fact thîat, at sîîch
timies, tiiere la the extra lizard of over work
and forced produclIt, the fewest losses take
place ; but let the malufacturer (wlio, wfiile lie
hand profitable contracts to fill, exiiiiiined criti-
cally for iiiiself, aend with the proverbial
thorouglhness cf Ithe nuister's eye," lest ainy
utntoward accident slouild interrulpt fis goo
fortune,) less important to m0 tany, especially
wliere ia stronger comi iny la secired, Iain does
the difference in rate.

Tie occasional inîdifference of those wlo
clait tn be intelligent business meil, as to the
strengti aid standing of compauis, li consi-
dering qeiistiois of rates, is niost surprising.

If a merchant isofliered the notes of twodiffer-
ont individuals-thle one thriftless, irresponsible
and unreliable, and the other possessed of an
ample fortune, accumulated by wvell direcied
energy and econoiy, und witi ai establisied
reputation for nceting his obligations- lis
not long in deciding is t0 tfhe relative valî:e of
tie two proilaes, especially if they have il year
to rmi. But the salue nviercliaut, in cotsideîrinîg
a proposai for at insurance of ien limes ft
aulout.i of such s note, ivill sometines accept
tie policy out a worthless company, sinîply bo-
caise fie gets it a dollar or two celtaper .lîhan
tieat of îîatler, possessed, possibly, cf twenty
imes its assets, and vii at reputation estab-

lisIed by years of trial and fire 1 Cuti ilythinîg
be more inconsistent than tfe conductof a busi-
ness nan lwlo is thus cautious niid particular
as to a note for a few hîidred dollars, but wlo
carelessly plices inisuîranîîce p olicies for thou-
saids cf dollars in his sale lv ihout reading themn,
or saLtisyfying himself as to heu reliability of the
comp aes 7

It is the duty of n agent to qualify hiiself,
by close observition and stidy, t explain lihe
strengti of his coiniy, and to urge the desira-
bilty cf reliaible imsurance Iiupn proirty
hlders; to oivince theim by persistet effort,
clear aend lîgical argumient, and tipt illustra-
ions, that su called " clieai insurance is nîot

iusinrniîce; that a company can nu more afford
to sell its indeniity below cost tha cante the
merclant his goods i and tiat vhat rate would
be below the cost of caurrying his risk, as une of
a large classis almost ais eisy of ascertaimiient
as the cost of any cemiodity on, his shelves.-
Moore's Guide to Agents.

THE RUSSIAN GRAIN TISADE.
From prescnt appearîances, the oily trade

likely to be interrupted is that of Rissia in Ihe
Black Sea. That, however, lS very important.
About one-ffifih of the viole commerce of Rus-
sia is done onSi the Black Sea frontier, auid, whîat
is of chiefimportance toi s, the bulk oftthe grain
xports go from these lports. The quantities of

wheat shipped to Great Britain from the nîorth-
Western and sotiliwcsterin ports of Russia res-
pectively compare us follows for a series of late
years

Southern Northern
ports, ciils. ports, clots.

1875........................ 8,317,290 1,G78,035
1874......... ....... 5,010,085 7o9,587
1873..... .......... 7,778,882 1,81G,787
1872 ............. 15,775,182 2,080,175
1871.... ... .. ..... ..... 1,752,G31 3,951,305
1870.......................... 8,427,314 1,01,884

Average six yeiars..7,844,014 2,015,037
7,8-14,714

Average fotl frotme Russia........... .9,859,251
ILt will be scen tltt of anî average total export

of 9,853,251 cvts, ci 18,403,000 hushiels, cf
Wleat to Greit liritai.., iearly 80 per cent.
goes by wvay of the Soitlernî ports -wiicli
ports would 'be very liable to be elflectively
blockaded ly Turkey. Beyond these export.,
considerable quantities of grain are also sent to
chier cointries. Are we tlenî to coiclude Iliat
the large grain surplus of Soithernî Russia is to
bo shuilt upl in tlat country because ils Usanl
outlet, the Black Seu ports, is closed ? By no
iellas Vc iiust calculate iiun s large con-
suiption for army purposes, and also llo a
partial interruption of' production in coise-
quence of te witlidrawal of men by mi litasry
coliscription ; but the balance onf supply ilmy
find foreign markets is varioues ways. The
great grain producing section of Illissia lies
betwecLi the Baltic ports north and the Black
Sea ports soithil. IL is thîrouiglh that coîut iy
tlat the iitwork of railroadls receiitly constriuc-
ted iainily ruins ; and iearly every pari of the
grain section cati coininuinicate witl St. PIeers-
bîîrg or Riga almost us easily as vithfi Odessa.
The railroads are comparatively numîîîîerous and
are all double-traick, wa'ell conîst riicted lines.
Ii same imeasire, thiese roads ivill be precoccu-
pied for military service, but, vhlen the army
lias been forwarded te the theatre of war, this
service will abate, and the roads would be able
to eiccoiiiiidate a coisiderable amountof grain
traflie. .The distance being somiewlat greater
to the Baltic thati to the Black Ses, the cost of
the route would bs greater than to Odessa; but
a moderate advance in the price of grain would
suîflice to compensate for thtS differciice-Veiw

1ork buillelin.

TEN MIINUTES FOR A VERDICT.

A cesse aiis decded in Sat Francisco recently
againîst the Union Mutiual whicli merits the
widest liossible publicity. The case ws entitled
Agiles S. Fabbri os. the Union lutiul Life
Insurance Company. At 5 o'clock the jury
retired uender instructiois to bring lit a sealed
verdict. They were not out morte tlhanî ten
minut-es before a verdict bas placed in the
hands of the Court SIherili, as follows

" We, the jury, find in favor of plaintiff for
55,G12, and interest froin 'May 15, 1875, at te
raete of te per cent. ier alumne all in gold
coin." The judgment as recorded imounts to
SG,6G0.25, which is the full sun chlaimed by the
plaIiintiflf. fMue. Fabbri was affected to tears
wien the result was announced.

Prof. Fabbri and ladame Fabbri îheld life
policiesiii tlîehnix Uoiiiiiy-one for 6,000,
the other for S4,000. A suîb-ingenît of the Union
Coipany persiuaded tlhemî to excliaige thess
policies for a tel year policy cf S6,000 in the
Union for joint beniefit. The Plionix policiee
vere surrendered t the sub-agent, vio gave a

receilpt therefcr. elie applicaticilwfor the ie-
policy vas vritten out by the sub-agent, wele
copied t lie answers given in the Plhœnix: pol
cIes One of those inswers wais to the effect
that naither cf the applicants hald been insur-
cd in aiother comnliy. .On Ihe tri.al the defence
set upf thîat this anmswer asu falfseas thîe parîies
were Sheln hlliers Of policies in the Plîmnix.
The phutiff showed thaet not oulv. w-as the elpe-
flicationwritten omit by the sumb-igent %vithout
any questions being asked of the itpplicants, but
tliat the defendant fhad full knowledge of the
forner insurance, fromn the falct cf baving cis-

tody of tue cplicies. 'Tlie applelicaltioni for li
iiew policyi was sent Eaist to) lieaduiirters, iac-
cepted, iid i policy sent to e genern igeit
in Sanl Francisco. : Meatimilhe tlie ailsu-agelt
abscoiedil wi thi tue $500 paid by Fabbri, and
the general age:t decl iîîs tfo Ieliver tI me iw
polificy uilil lie wias paid thM lirst inîstllinent mand
the Pliamix policies iwere delivered to iiimi. A
complliromise was fina:llly male by vhicl eiach
coisented io lose flalf the inoncy paid to thfo
abcofli lg suîb-ageni, and the old lpolicies were
discovered amonîg lais papers.

- Messrs. Saiter & P"erry of this city have
beenî awrdd a m-lil nnd diloma by, tle
Uiinadian Comnmission for he excellence of,
telîir isiimafiactures exlihited at 1hlilalellia
last yeari. Teli goods were nlot prepaired f r
the iirpocs, but were taken out of tiheir gelera I
stock.

FilE IlhSCORD.
lamilion, A pril 28.-Tliis muuorninug a fire

broke out il a lshef in reau- f a brî-ick blockî, at
theS cune f King iid Margaret stieets, and
cne 'i iiimicated to the dwelling-house of James
errii, badlyhimaging il.
Lucan, Aprril 25.-Tharn ad oitbiiildings

rima ilic farit cf Josepli Mclahon, on tlie London
Roadî fuur miles froni Lcit haai, %vill itle con-
teits, iludincitg five horses, were totally cousmnll-
cd by lire thiisî mornin . Loss, 2,000 insurance
lighît. Or-igini cf lirec unkil-ivni.

loerwaickr, N. S>, April 21.-The dwelling of
Willian Legg cagit firc from ut soebuit
afuer somie elfcort the fire was liuet uit.

Pu.bnîlico, N. S., April 30.-A fisfh store, be-
longimg to Mr. Walter Lardin, situaied cil lhis
wharf, was destroyeil by lire. Two fishling
scluooiers, thle Precursor and tlie Azora, liad
just arrivL fromu IHalifaîx witIi fishing and otlher
sulilies, ap-lis cf hvtich had bien plhaced in
he biuildin anid ias consumed. The lire was
caîused by lioiling pitch in a pot in the building,
the11 pitch rutining over and igniting. The loss
is stated ast about $300.

London, Ap;ril 2I.-Tlhe residence of Mr. 0.
Siftoii, Siunuyside firi, about two suiles from
the city, wuis buarneod ilast niglh t ast oel-me, o'clock.
The property belonged to Mr. J. W. Sifton, of

iManitoba, and is insured fo- SG00. It is sup-
posed tu lave been set ni flire.

I Wliltb, May I -At ane early lucuur this manir-
ing tlhe blacksmnithi's sioi aittaclied to M.
O'Dconoin's carriage factory was buried
doiin. Te contents of the slu,îîî swere insured
in the -Waterloo Mitual for SI ,000, aend the
building in tiL National for $100. Mr. O'Don-
ovane iîs been unfoertunate fuiely in this
respect.

Sm. Cuathllineimis. Mvay 1.-A dwelling house
ovied by onle •l Brien, and the St. Patrick's
Ward school fo use, bothl fraie buildings, wre
buirned f st eveniig. Loss on dwelliiig. about
S500 ; iisu-ed fo- $400. Loss on schoul-house
abonet 1,500 ; iisured for S1,000 in the Isolated
Itisk Co. Cause of fire not knuovnl.

Whliilhaven, Guysboro, N. S., A pril 25.- The
lobster factory ovnted by A . Ogden ivas burned.
Loss S3,000 ; insuredî for 52,000.

Oxford, Cuumnberfuland, N. S., Alpril 2.- The
carriage factory owned by Smnith Bros.& Ogden
was burried ; partially insured.

Kingon, Mîay 3.-A lire in building on
Princess st., owneil Ify Mr. R. Carson, and occu-
pied by Taylor & Bell. Damage sliglht.

Camnpbîfiellford, May 3.-Th7e ldye laouiseadîcjoinlinig
the voollen mill leased by D. Morrice & Co , cf
Montretal, seas burned. Causise .unknovn. Iln-
surance wili probably cover the loss.

St. Williams, Maety 3.-A shingle iuill amid
aboaut 30,/200 slhiiigles belongiig to James Mc-
Burney, neur Silver Ili]], verie consummed by lire.
Loss aîbout $1,200 ; no insurance. Also a ilarn
lbelongi1mg to Mrs. Wm.iii Dense, near tlis place,
wais barned. foss covered by insurance.

Port Bursvell Ont., May 4.-fHouse osvnued by
Mrs. Lake, ud occiuidilby Mr,- S. W. Wood-
wortl, was witi its contents totally destroyed


