
SHOULD THE CONSTITUTION BE AMENDED?

of difficulties for those which we have.
That the working out of the details
would present a good deal of difficulty
is, of course, true; but the difficulties
incidentai to the starting and working
out of a sound systemn are always pos-
sible of adjustment, while the diffilcul.
ties which arise, as do those from
which we suifer, out of the clashing of
incompatible systems, are hopelessly
chronic; and if the position here tak en
-that the provinces which formn the
Dominion suifer under the Constitution
as it is-is correct, it follows that
amendment of the Constitution is a
prerequisite to the full prosperity of
the Dominion.

Reverting now to the case used in
illustration: The statements already
quoted show a balance in favour of' the
Province, July il, i901, of thir-teen and
a haif millions of dollars. To-day, the
balance will be fully fifteen millions.*
At present British Columbia, although
saved front stagnation, even torced
ahead a littie, by its enormous natural
wealth, is practicaliy marking time;
checked, fettered, hampered, by sheer
inabiiity to undertake those public
works which, in a country of rugged
physical features and «"magnificent
distances," are essential to the devel-
opment of its resources. It has a net
debt of eight or fine millions, and a
revenue (provincial) barely sufficient
for current expenses of administration.
Suppose its credit balance paid over to
it 4nd an arrangement entered ino
that the Dominion should in future re-
tain, of the revenue it received from
British Columbia, only what was re-
quired for expenditures on account of
the Province, plus a contribution of,
say, half a million annualiy towards
central government and legislation-
what would be the différence in the
position and prospects of the. Province?
It could pay off its whoie indebtedness,
devote a surplus of some six millions to
public works, and have for ordinary ex-

*The tables already cited (pp. 568A, 5688,
B.C. Sess. Papers, igoi), show that the Do-
minion now receives from the Province yearly
about $2,000,000 more than it expends on ac-
count of the Province.-J.C.B.

penditure a revenue about seventy-five
per cent. larger than that which it now
cornmands. Such conditions would
mean prosperity without precedent-
progress by leaps and bounds.

It rnay be said that British Colum-
bia entered the Conf'ederation under
certain Terrns of Union, and that its
position îs the resuit simpiy of the
working out of those Ternis; that the
Constitution does not corne isbt the
question. But the Terms were framned
under, were an outgrowth of, the Con-
stitution; and the Constitution is coni-
demned by the fact that such a coni-
clition bas aLrisen under it.

It is fo-reign to the purpose of this
article to dwell upon British Columbia's
dlaim for Ibetter terms"; the object
is rather tu point out that these recur-
ring dlaims for better terms are but
symptoms of a disease the root of
w;hich is in the Constitution itself.
Thot Constitution, being an act of
parliarnent and not a growth of tradi-
tion and precedent, can be amended,
even radically, without serious dis-
turbance of the body politic. That it
should be amended seems to be proved
by the facto set forth in this article,
taken in conjunction with previous
parallel cases. No statesman should
rest satisfied with a written Constitu-
tion, the history of which bas been a
history of continuaI friction, punctuated
by a recurring necessity for empiricai
readjustments of the relations between
the whole commonweaith ani its com-
ponent parts.

Under the Constitution as it should
be-as, according to the law lords, it
is in theor-niany things which now
cause friction, jeaiousy, waste, circum-
locution, wouid be don. away ivith;
goverunient would b. simplified and
its direct cost reduced; the provinces,
nerved by a larger independence,
steadied by a greater responsibiiity,
would develop a higher and heaithier
type of public lif.; the. central govern-
ment, reiieved of much petty detail
and enjoying a larger imniunity from
the evils of corruption and incompe-
tence, would b. set free to give deeper
attention ta those questions of higher


