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- shiight be saved by reserting toa method equally effectivé for, per- -
.z forming the work required. ... .0 T T
- Besides the above 'described plow there.is also in very ‘par;;al_’luszg{ X
-in this province a badly constructed swing plowgh; and it'is wrooght'
in an equally expensive manner’; and only used on light soils, ™ * "
.The lands or ridges are formed: by five or six turns of the plow, . .
and aregenerally kept as high as-possible ;' but no’ attention is paid -
‘to preserving. a straight furrow. " The wasté of ground'in thus making: .-
. @n: unnecessary . number of furrows.is: obviously: ve?i great, for.what"
- seed falls into them éan never attaini that strength and: maturity whicli .
. the portion’that falls upen- the ridge does... These narrow Jarids have
‘been in use ever since tlie first settlement of tlie colony ;. and as they -
have never ‘beenr altered or the soil pulverized' by cross. plowing, .1t -
will be ‘admitted. that this is'a bad system-of husbandry. It was
-+ from_a deep conviction of the' bad effects of these-thiat I'in’a former
. paper urgently recommended the introduction.of green: erops as ona

of the best methods-of renovating: '61d lands « the piéparation” of the- .

Iand for whieh would' ieduce the-"soil into.a fine tilt;. bring it'into -
good order;, and.form the ridges as. they. onght to be.,:' I must here
. atate-that I am: no advacate for the broad lands, But. they ought to
-tun ouf'ad streiglit as possible.: “T'lie widtl must be‘tegulated‘hccbr{n‘i “
- .~ ing to the intended. crop. They  ought never to'exceed ten feet nor,
- . ever be less: than six. Where land has undergone a regular rotation.
- of crops, and:is fit to be laid down in.grass, ridges of eight or ten fect.
-~ wil ‘perhaps be the most proper: But in regulating. this a regatd:
-must be bad to the state of draining requisite ‘for the land; if so si--
© tuated that water is liable to be retained upon it, the ridges must
" be narrower and the: number of. furrows augmented to carry it off..
‘When water lies too- long on the land, in - the spring . the- plants are~
Hable to be chil'd aid! perish; or if they. escape that season, when'
heavy rains. fall ini the heat of July, they will get scalded, provided. .
the furrows and’ drainage be not sufficient'to prevent the water from
remaining upon' them. In pea crops, unless the Jand be'high-an@
- dry, narrow ridges are absolutely necessary ;" for if water-be refaine®
- upon- them ' the crops are sure to fail, but they need not be less .~
.than six feet imr width,- . . . T g
_ . But'although the narrow ridges-at'present. used'in this Province ig
disadvantageous as occasioning a considerable loss of ground : this iz
-not the only reason for which. they ought to be depretiated, There is
a serious objection to the way of forming them dccording to’ the pre-
sent plan of plowing. They are made by ‘hat in the language  of
plowmen'is termed ¢ cut and cover.” - About two feet'wide in the.-
, centre of each ridge is left untouched and the farrows -merely ‘turnedt
over upon cach side of this space. By this practice'the weeds remain
. -uncut, and being thus protected by the sofl whieh is thrown:over
.- them, and having' strong roots, ‘they oftén: rise as soon - as the seed.
- which is sown and. not unfrequently “chock its growth to the serious
disappointment of the farmgr.’ . A superficial observer may convince -.
-himself of the injurious effects of bad plowing in this respect, Quring -
a cursery jaunt- through the Province. . He will; observe. the:.weeds.
., -always strongest inthe centre of the ridge, and. which is intirely dttri<




