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THE LATE THOMAS B. HARRIS, ESQ.

The death of Mr. Harris, late Grand Se-
cretary of the Ifaaonic fraternity in Canada,
took place on the 18th ult.,at Hamilton of,
which city the deceased was a resident, in
the fifty-sixth year of his age. Early in the
month he was seized with an attack of
acute rheumatisn, which finally gave way
to a low type of typhoid fever, ending fa-
tally- Mr. Barris, though not one of the
oldest Masons In the country, was a dev-
oted student of masonry, an active labourer
in the order, and bad held almost ev'ery
position of honour that it was possible for
his brethren to offer him.

Thomas Bird Barris was born at Bristol,
England, on the 22nd July, 1819, and sub-
sequently removed with his parents to the
family estate at Viveham, near Barnstaple,
In Devonshire. He passed some time in
learning business in bis father's store,
which he ultimately left to take a position
in London In the spring of 1848 he
sailed for New York, and after spending
some time in that city and in Toronto, ho
finally settled at Hamilton, where he coin-
menced business as a dry-goods merchant.
lu this trade he remained until 1856, retir-
ing in favour of bis brother. Since that
time lie devoted himself to Masonry. Ir.
Harris bas also held important offices in
connection with the St. George's Benevo-
lent Society and the Hamilton and Gore
Mechanics' Institute. From a biography
which appeared some time ago in the
Croftarcan we have culled the following
brief sketch of his Masonic career :

Bro. Harris was first brought to Masouic
U Light" in St. Adrew's Ledge, No. 449,
E. R. Toronto, on the 14th January, 1848,
and was passed to 1F.liw Craft degree
on the 16th January, 1849. and raised

to the subline degree of Master Masons
on the 27th March, 1848. He subse-
quently, on his arrival at Hamilton, af-
filiated with Lodge of Strict Observance,
No. 833, E. R., in which Lodgebedis-.
charged the duties of Secretary for the un-
expired term of the proper officer, and was
made Junior Warden for the year 1851.

During the year 1852 he with others pe-
titioned for and obtained a warrant from
the Grand Lodge of Ireland to open the St.
John's Lodge, No. 231, and by the uan-
nimous wish of the brethren was nominated
its first Worshipful Master, being re-elected
to the same position on two consecutive
elections. He was again elected In 1856,
and in 1868, and, after aten years'rest, was,
by the unanimous desire of the members,
again caled to the Oriental Chair for the
years 1868 and 1869. He was elected Se-
cretary for three years, 1854, 1855 and 1857
1868 and 1871.
and Treasurer for the years 1856, 1867,

lu 1855 R. W. Bro. Harris was a peti-
tioner for a Warrant of Constitution from
the Grand Lodge of England for Acacia
Lodge, No. 954, now Nu. 61 Hamilton, aLd
was rmninated the first Junior Warden, and
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afterwards flhYed the office of Beretary te
»vrtl consecutiv years. This Lodge ai
its olganization was biefly compodo
Masters and Paut Mastm of te ft
Lodges and ho hadthe honour confeM
upon hlm of boing elected to the Orienta
Chair ln 1863.4, and afterwards for servi,
rendered, was elected Honorary Mem4n
thereof with full priviloges Of ordinar,
membership.

During the year 1853 a movement was
put on foot by the Lodges working und,
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, having for its
object tb conalderation of the condition ofglasoory ln the Province of Canada West
,pd the advisability of seeking from th,parnt GraidLodge mpre extended power,
of1 self-govornment; And lnaccordW
with reolutions passed by King Boloimoni
Lodge, No. 222, Toèonto, a Convetion of
aIl the Lodges working under the juriadic.
tion of the Grand Lodge of Ireland wa
held ln the Masoni liail, Hamiton,O
the 21st November, 1853, at which Conven.
tion W. Bro. 1. BH arris, being then W
l. of St. John' Lodg, .-No. 231, was bon.
oured by b ing chosen President, and on
every subsequent Convention on the same
question ho was similarly chosen, and from
thiis beginning sprung a determination t
endeavour to unite Ibe whole of the Lodges
working under England. Ireland and c
land, onder one Grand Lodge.

ln accordance with the resolve B. W.
Bro. Harris, as President, was, witb four
other brethren, appointed to attend a meet.
tgoi of the Provincial Grand Lodge for
Canada West, which assembld atI Niagara
Faite on the 19th July 1855. Alag
number of the Craft being present, the op.
portunity was utilised by a frank discus.
sion of the then absorbing topic, and, after
mature deliberution, It was determined
that a Convention of ail the Lodges in the
Province of Canada should be calI to
meet at the City of ilamilton on the 11th
Octuber, 155, at wich latter-meeting vas
organised the preient Grand Lodge of
Canada. Commencing with 30 lodge, and
now nnmbering 240 lodges, so rapid ha
been the spread of the Order under the ne
order of things.

R. W. Bro. iarri was elected first Grand
Secretary, 1855, Grand Registrar In 8s,
daring which latter year he also discharged
the duties of D. D. G. Master of the Hanil.
ton Distdct. ln 1857 B. W, Bro. Harri
was agaIn elc«ted to the office of Grand S.
cretary, and hd ever ince bren re-elected
to the same position by the almoet unal-
mous vote of the brethren, hu having no
held the office for fifteen years, and to hit
indefatigable exertious may be attibuted
much of the prosnt prospereos position of
the Grand Lodg.

R. W. Bro. Harris la aio the accrodited
Representative of the Grand Lodges cf
Kansaa, Tonnessee, Missouri, anD Oregon,
and of the Grand Orient of Lueltano, Lie
bon, ln the Grand Lodge of Canada.

OF CANADA From officiai records we gather the in-
formation that Bro. Harris has been tLe
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