164 . Sermeeer 12, 1874,

' THE LATE THOMAS B. HARRIS, ESQ.

——

“The death of Mr. Harrls, late Graud Se-’

“ ¢fetary of the MaBonic fraternity in Canada,
:* took place on the 18thuit,!at Hamilton of,
. which city the deceased was a resident, in
"the fifty-sixth year of his age.  Early in the
month he  was seixed with an attack of
" scute rheumatism, which finally gave way
to a low type of typhoid fever, ending fa-
“tally. Mr. Harris, though not one of the
_oldest Masons {n the country, was & dev-
oted student of masonry, an active labourer
:in the order,and bad held almost every
position of honour that it was possible for
his brethren to offer him. ‘

Thomas Bird Harris was born at Bristol,
England, on the 220d Jealy, 1819, and sub-
sequently removed with his parents to the
family estate al Viveham, near Barnstaple,
in Devonshire. He passed some time in
‘learning business in his father's store,
which he ultimately left to take a position
in London = In the spring of 1848 he
sailed for New York, and after spending
some time in that city and ia Toronto, he

' finally settled at Hamilton, where he com-

menced business as a dry-geods merchant.
In this trade he remained until 1856, retir-
ing in favour of his brother. Since that
time he devoted himself to Masoory. Mr,
Harriz' has also held important oftices in
connection with the St. George’s Beuevo-
Jent Society and the Hamilton and Gore
Mechanics’ Institute. From a biography
which appeared come time ago in the
Crafisman  we bave culled the following
brief sketch of his Masonic career :

Bro. Harris was first bronght to Masonic

« Light” in St. Andrew’s Lodge, No. 449,
E. R. Toronto, on the 14th Jsnuary, 1848,
and was passed to PFellow Craft degree
on the 16th Jsnuary, 1849. and maised
to the subline degree of Master Masons
on the 27th March, 1848. He subse-
quently, on his arrival at Hamilton, af-
filiated with Lodge of Strict Observance,
No. 833, E. R, in which Lodge he dis-
charged the duties of Secretary for the un-
expired term of the proper officer, and was
mnade Junior Warden for the year 1851.

During the year 1853 he with others pe-
titioned for and obtained a warrunt from
the Grand Lodge of Ireland to open the St.
John’s Lodge, No. 231, and by the unan-
nimous wish of the brethren was pominated
its first Worshipfal Master, being re-electe:{
to the same position on two consecutive
elections. He waa again elected in 1856,
and in 1858, snd; after aten years’ rest, was,
by the upanimous desire of the members,
again called to the Oricntal Chair for the
years 1863 and 1869. He was elected Se-
cretary for three years, 1854, 1855 and 1857
1863 and 1871.
aud Tressurer for the years 1856, 1867,

In 1855 R. W. Bro. Harris was a peti-

tioper for a Warrant of Constitution from
the Grand Lodge of England for Acacia
Lodge, No. 954, now Nu. 61 Hamilton, ard
 was neminated the first Junior Warden, and
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--its - orgnnlzation . was' ¢hlefly oo
‘Lodges,

" object thé conaidormtion of the

aftorwards filfed the office: of Begretary 7
S 10, GHmes « oTelary fo

sevural consecutive years, . 'PhiamLodg,, u
Mastors and . Past  Maaters of mwd“
es, and he had 1ho honour. confer.’]
apon h{m of being elected to the Oﬁened
Chair in 1883-4, and afterwards for u"l:hl
rendered, was olected. Honorary Hemﬁ?
thercol with full privileges of ordigy:.
membership. : fary

During the year 1883 a movenm
put on foot by the Lodges workinegn :u:ju
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, having for j,
condition of
tasonry in the Province of Canada Weg
and. the advisabllity of seeking from ty,
(parent Grand Lodge mere extended powe°
of self-govdroment; and in accordm;
with regolutions pagsed by King Solomonty
Lodge, No. 323, Tobouto, & Conventioy of
all the Lodges working under the jurisdic.
tion of the Grand Lodge of Ireland wy,
held in the Masonic Hall, Humiltop on
the 218t November, 1853, at which Couv:en
tion W. Bro. T. B. Harris, being then W.
M. of 5t. Johun's Lodge, No. 231, was hog,
oured by being chosen President, ang ;),,'
evcry subsequent Convention on the sam,
question he was similarly chosen, and fron
this beginning sprung a determination t
endeavour to unite the whole of the Lodyes
working under England, Ireland and Seof.
land, undeér one Grand Lodge,

In accordance with the resolveR, W
Bro, Harris, aa President, was, with foy
other brethren, appointed to attend a meet.
{ng of the Provincial Grand Lodge for
Canada Weet, which assembled at Nj
Falls oo the 19th July 1835, A large
namber of the Craft buing present, the op.
portaaity was utilized by a frank discus.
sion of the then absorbing topic, und, afier
matute deliberation, it was determine
that 8 Convention of all the Lodges in the
Province of Capada should be called tg
mect at the City of liamilton on the 10(h
October, 1853, at which Iatter meeting was
organized the present Giand Lodge of
Canada. Commenclog with 30 lodges and
now naomberieg 240 lodges, 50 rapid has
been the apread of the Order noder the new
order of things. .

R. W. Bro. Harrls was elected first Grand
Secretary, 1655, Graod Registrar fn 1838,
daring which latter year he also disc
the duties of D. D. Q. Master of the Hamil.
ton Distsict. In 1857 R, W, Bro. Harrha
was again elected to the office of Grand Se.
cretary, and has ever sloce been re.clected

_to tbe same position by the almost unani-

moua vots of the brethren, he having now

"~ held the office for fifteen years, and to kb
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indefatigable exertious may be sttributed
mach of the present prosperoas position of
the Grand Lodge. |

R. W. Bro. Harris ia slso the accredited
Representative of the Grand Lodges of
Kansas, Tennesseo, Mlssouri, an-( Oregon,
and of the Grand Orient of Luaitano, Lis-
bon, in the Grand Lodge of Canada.

From officlal records wo gather the lp-
formation that Bro, Harris has been the
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