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"THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

7~ Some friends have written for a complete fyle of
the “Bisre Curisrias ' from the commencement, We
regret to suy that we cannot furmish them. The early
numbers are completely exhausted.

< The hour of public worship in the Montreal
Unitarian Church, an Sundny evenings, is changed from
Seven to Half-past Seven o'elock, aud will be so continued
during the summer months,

MONTREAL, MAY, 1847.

JOSEPII BARKER.

Since the issue of our last number we
have reecived a letter from DMr. Batker, of
England, whose name as a religions refor-
mer is now pretty well known in this coun-
try. He is still basy iu his labours to re-
move ignorauce and evror, and to extend
the sway of a simpler aud purer form of
Churistianity, than that which now prevails in
the world under the name of Orthodoxy. 1le
operates on the publie mind mainly by
means of the press. His exertions have
been attended with a large measure of
success. 1Ie writes, “Isce the canse of
truth prevailing, and the cause of crror de-
clining.  Liberal prineiples are making
their way in this country very rapidly.
Great numbers are renouncing the old er~
rors of Orthodoxy, aud embracing the simple
principles of primitive Cliristianity.  The
opponents of Evangelieal reform are daily
beeoming less popular.  Their sects are
declining both in numbers and in power,
and there are sigus of an approaching revo-
lution with respect to religious sentiments
generally.”? :

We learn also from this letter of Mr.
Barker that one of the leading ministers of
the Methodist New Connexion in Eugland
—the Rev. W. A, McCombe—lar lately
renounced Orthodoxy, sud ewibraced more
correct and liberal views of Chuistiauity.

Mg Barker Iikewise enclosed to us the
printcd‘co‘i;ics of two letiers already pub-
lished in Lngland, and very probably re-
published in the United States.  Taken to~
gether, they exhibit a correspondence
which took place between himsel{ and
some members of the Christian counexion
in America in the sarly part of the present
year Llis request to us, is, that il we should
meet with any members of the Christian
denomination of Canada, to show then the
correspoudence.  But as  these belong
maiuly lo Upper Canada, and as none of
them are to be found in this region of the
country, we reprint the letters in our co-
lumns.  Owing to their length, we are
obliged to omit a few paragraphs. The
Bible Christian finds its way to some of the
Christian Brethren in Upper Canada, and
the information contained in the correspon-
dence wilt ne doubt be interesting to many
others of our readers. The letters will be
found on our fourth page.

THE ‘“MONTREAL WITNESS.”

A few days since a friend handed us a
copy of the Aoatreal IWitness, a weekl: jour-
nal published in this city which devotes a
large share of ifs attention to religious af-
fuirs. The copy to which we refer is that
of the 26th ult. The first article on the first
page is entitled “Which is the True
Taith 2?7 and is written in the form of a
dialogue “between Mr. A., Catholie, and
Mr. B., Protestant.®> With its style we have
nothing to do, but on one of ils statements
we feel bound to offer a remark.

To arrive at our point, we may be par-
doned if we extract two or three of the com-
meneing paragraphs.  The conversation, it
will be observed, springs out of a very laud-
able curiosity on the part of “Mr. A., Ca-
tholic ?*: .

« Mr, A. What is the objeet of holding meet-
ings every evening in the Methodist Church?

Mr, B. In order to bring before the public a
large amount of Christian instruction.

A. Can you tell the difforence between the
various Protegtont secta ?

B. There is no diflerence between the va-
rious Protestant sects on the priuciples essential
to salvation.

A. Wherein do they disagree ?

B. On points that are non-essential. Tov in.
stance, they are agreed on the doctrine of the
‘Trinity, justification through the blood of Christ,
and sanctification threngh the oly Spriv”

Now “D1lr. B., Protestant,” is made 10
assert here that all Protestants arc ngreed
on the doctrine of the Trinity, and it is this
which surprises us.  We are somewhat at
a loss to account for the assertion. We
scarcely know whether to attribute it to the
ignorance ol Mr. B. concerning simple mat-
ters of faet, or whether he is desiguediy
taking a slight controversial advantage of
Mr. A., who is evidently @ very unsophis-
ticated character in matlers of this nature.
We are disposed to incline to the former
opinion. We think Mr. B. was speaking
withont suliicient knowledge. We are
afraid he was making assertions at random.
We regret that the fault is so common with
a certain class of controversialists.

And yet—onr mind is changable on this
point ; that is, concerning Mr. B.'s igne-
rance. The Protestants all agreed on the
Trinity ! Is there any individual, we ask,
witl: any pretension to information, who does
not know better than this ?  Could any one,
presuming to take up a pen to impart reli-
wrious instruction, be so entirely unaeguaint-
cd with the hisiory of theological coidro-
versy, as it Las been carried on during the
Jatter half of the last, and up to this time in
thie present, centurs, as 1o suppose that all
Portestants believe the doetrine of the Tri-
wity 2 It is bard to think so. Yetif we de
nat vest in this supposition, we are foreed 1o
the conclusion that Mr. B. was endeavour-
ing 1o impose upon the Catholic by a false
representation, with the view of gaininga
paltry advantage in the argument.

Let us glance amoment at a few of those
countries where Protestantism exisis to avy
considerable extent: Tuke the country of
the Reformation first. Does the writer in
(he Tiitness suppose that the Protestants of
Germany are agreed on the doctrine of the
Trinity 2 If he does, Le is under a very
serious mistale. Wesaw it stated net long
since inone of the London papers, that what
would be regarded as heterodoxy in Eng-
tand would be regarded as orthodoxy in Ger-
wmany, go wide lns been the departure of
the Cerman Protestants from what would
be called orthodox standards in this country.
$We know that some of the most emninent or-
thodox divines in Germany decline the use
of the term “ Trinity *? altozether ; but whid
their precise views are with regard to the
doctrine denoted by i, we would not under-
take (o say. Then look at Geneva, the
irthplace of one of the most remarkable
forms of Trinitarian orthodoxy,;—we mean

Calvinism- There this system has now
found its grave. Lfforts have recenily been
made to revive it, but these have been at-
tended with no very large measure of sue-
cess- In Dr. Beard’s book;, lately published,
we are informed, that ¢ Generally among
Swiss Protestants, the old doetrines [the Tri-
nity, &ec.] find few adherents among the
¢lergy or the people. Without falling into
extreme rationalism, the ministers, espe-
cially the older ministers, have quietly
abandoned the ancient church doctrines,
while the young men eduncated in part at
German Universities, particularly at Berlin
and Bonn, have Drought home the views of
Sehleiermacher under several meditica-
tions.”” Look we now to France. The Pro-
testant Chureh in that country, in its two
divisions, comprises about {wo millions of
souls, with sexen hundred and twenly-nine
ministers.  # How many have renounced
the Trinity [we quote again {rom Dr.
Beard’s work] we have not the means to
determine with exactness. Tacts, how-
ever, within our knowledge, give us reason
to think that not more than lwo hundred of
theso clergymen still hold the doctrine in
any form.> From this it appears that the
great majority of the Protestants of France,

as woll as thoso of Germany snd Switzer-

land, have rejected the doctrine of the Tri-
nity.

Let us come now to Great Britain and

Ireland. Js the writer in the Tilaess so
negligent of the religious and political his-
tory of that kingdom, as to forget the agita-
tion which exisied there about three years
ago, in consequence of the interfercuce of
Yarliament to protect the interests of a
certain class of DProtestant Dissenters ?
Did not the camp of orthodoxy then ring
throughout its length and breadth, because
any protection should be exiended 1o a eluss
of I'rotestants who denied the doctiine of
the Trinity.  This was their alleged evime,
and there were about three hundred and fifty
congregations involved in it.  Add toihis
number, the sveicties of the ¢ Christian
Brethren,®? referred to elsewhere in our pre-
sent sheet, and we shall have about siz
hundred worshipping societies in Great Bri-
tain and Ireland who have set aside the
doetrine of the Triulty., Now let us cross
the Atlautic. Let us look at the United
States.  And here again we must express
onr murprise at the statement put forth in
the Fitness. Does the writer of that state-
ment not know that there are thousands of
congregations in America who have long
since abandoned the Trinity ? Thess are
known by various denominational titles,
and have varions modes of Church govern-
ment.  Some are ealled Unitarians, others
Cliristians, others Universalists, &e. Some
are  Congregationalizts, others Quakers,
others Baptists, &e.  We might extend
this cexplanation farther, but we do not
think it necdful.

AN Protestants agrecd on the doetrine of
the Trinity! It might have been followed
by the statement that all the human race
were of the same colour.  As far as trath is
coneerned, the one zszertion would beon a
par with the other.

THE BOSTON UNITARIANS,

--The following nofices, taken from our Bos-
fon papers just come to hand, may not be
wilhout interest to our friends and readers in
Capada. It will be seen by them that the
Unitarians of Bosten are aclive and earnest,
numerous and hospitable. It wiil be seen too
thet the aymen of eighleen worshipping so-
cieties are concerned in the invitation to the
Clergy. These eighteen churches recognize
the denominational title ¢ Unitarian,” and

of course have no faith in a {hree-fold Deity.
Besidesthese, however, there are a dozen other
churches in Boston (known by other names)
which have no more belief in the Trinity
than they have in Transubstantiation. The
knowledge of these facts may be of some use
to such random discoursers as ¢ Afr. I3., Pro-

lestanl,?® of the Montreal TWitness :—
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Drethren—~'he period of our annpiversaries
being near at hand, the committee who were
charged with the arrangements (or the present
year, take this epportunity, in the name of the
lnymen of Doston, wost cordially and aflee-
tionately to invite you with your ladies to be pre-
sent at the annual collation, to be served in the
hail over the Maine Rail-Road Depot, Hay-
market Square, on Tuesday, hlay 23th, 1347, at
2 o’clock 1. o1,

It is hoped that every clergyman who sympa-
thizes with us, from all iarts of our land, and
all who may be in our country from abroad, will
unite with us, on the return of this pleasant oc-
casion, aflording to the laymen of the city the
privilege of meeting our {rien:s from every section
in social intercourse and friendship.

Clergymen’s tickets may be obtained at the
store of Messrs. Crosby & Nichols, No. 111,
Washington strect.

We would tender the hospitality of our homes
and firesides to all who will favor us with a visit
during Anniversary week., The Secreiary, to
whom all communieations on this subject may be
addressed, will provide every one who desires it,
with a learty weleome in the families of our
brethren in the eity.

In bonds of Christian fellowship,

Yor the Committee,

W. D. Cooniner, Sceretary,
No. 32, Pearl strect.

Tue Corration—The Commitice who are
charged with the arrangements for the ap-
preaching - Festival, wonld give notice that an
equal distribution of'the tickets has been made 10
each Soviety, and may be obtained of the gentle-
men named below.

It is desirable that an enrly application be
made, go that no disappointiment or delay may
ocenr in the necessary arrangements.

Tev. Mr. Lothrap’s Society, of Mr. 1hen'r Dalo,

“ Coolidge's, “  Calvin W, Clark.

“ Huutington's,  * Juseph Faustis,

“ G “ David Poise.

“ l‘uufmdy's ¢ Willimn Thomas,
“ fnereit’s s liewis G. Pray.

w Teotuingharm's, * 3.1, Uavward.
. Waterston's, ¢ 8. M. Bomes.

" Thowmas” .

" }.g;:;:c;p:' % *  Iruncis Algcr.'

" Gaunett's, 4 Eumuel B, Guild.
" Robbins'y, s LAV, Lincoln, Je.
“ Youny's, s X, @, Watheralll
" Clnrke's, # B, 1. Greene.

. I'urkienn’s, s Chardes Amold.
“ Tusdick's, s G P Willinms,
" Fox's, s, (. Loring, Jr.
. {uivurtnore's, AW, WL Aleatt.

or of the Seeretnry, .
W. I). Cooripar, No, 32, Penrl streot.

BDOKS FOR SALHE,

€. BRYSON'S BOOX-ST0RE,

&7, FRANGOIS XAVIER STREET.

rHE Entire Works of Wirnray Erniery
Cuaxxivg, D.D., in two volumes.

The Entire Works of the Rev. Orvinne
Dawey, D.D., Pastor of the Church of the
Massial, New Yok, one volume, 8vo. ppe
857,

A Coxspytany ox tnn Four GosrErs.
By the Rev. A, AL Livermore.

Tk Essestias Farrn or tue UNIvERsAn
Crunetr, Dedueed from the Sacred Records.

Jy Harriet Martineau.

L.a For pE L2Ectase Usiversernte y D'-
AprEs Lps Savres Femrreres.  Par Dlle.
Aartivieau.  Tradait do PAnglals,
Seruereae Proors axp ScureTuRal Ir-
rrations or UNrrawraxisae Dy John
son.  Sud BEdition, revised and enlarged.

“ Piyaey text eonnected with the Trinitarian controversy
on Luth sidex of Lo question, is neticed_in this volume.
“Che haok is divided into two pants, The first of these cons
tains * the pture evidence of Unitarianism; the second
sthealleged Seriptura evidenee for Prinitarianism.’  In
the first part, besldes quating the texts as they appear in the
sutharieed version, My, Wilson furnishes ug, in nany cases,
witlw variety of reuderings, by scholues of ackoowledged
ewmincuce ; wid throughout the whole he prescuts us with
n serivs of, formable nd pestinent remarks of his own, In
thir secand pagt, be not only eitesthe controverted texts in
full, but ndeo o Citlustrative teats® to throw light vu the
meaning of the prominent terms which appear in them,”—
Boston Ciristian Exeminer

T Coxcussions oF TrRintTarIANs § being
a Selection of IMxtracts from the most emi-
nent Biblieal Crities  and -Commeuntators.
By John Wilson.

¢ 1Ve eaneot conceivea Trinitarian lonking this book in
the fuce. without adecided sinking of the heart,—without,
nsense of the ground, which he had talen 10 be so splid
shrinking from under him,—without the involnmary ejneu-
Iation  *save me from oy friends!® Por here ure six
hundred pages of refutation of Prinitarinuism, by Trini-
turinns themseives, drnwn from over two hundred eninent
writers of that denomination. 1o other wards, itis n volsme
of extracisiom colebrnted orthadox writers af’ all nges of
the chureh, in whieh they have huvegiven Unitarian expo-
sitiotis of "U'rinitarian proof-tests,  And itappenrs, from ex-
amiting the work—what, indeed, hns often heen loogsely
assorted~—that tiiere is not one out of all the passoges in the
vible hrauzbit farward i support of thedactrine of the “L'ri-
nity, which, by one or more ‘Frinitarian writers, has not heeu
given up to their opponents, as admitting or requiring o Uni-

tatinu tuterpretation.  Mere, therefure, wo hinve a perfect
nrinoury of wenpons for the destruction of the Grent 1oy,
furnished by the believers nud defenders ol the error them-
selves-'?

Jlisronte axp Artrstic ILLUSTRATIONS O
e Trixeryy showing the Rise, Progress,
aud Deeline of the Doetring, with Llucida-
tory Lngravings. By the Rev. J. I, Beard,
1.D., of Manchester, Lngland.

Pravees for the use of Chiistian Families.
With a Prefaee recomnmending the Practice
of Family Worship. By the LKev. J. Scott
Porter.

Lrecteres ox Cnmastras Doctrine, By
the Rev. A. Peabody, Pastor of the South
Congregational Church, Portsmouth, N. .

Turv AvoLogy oF THE Rev. TurkoriiLus
Lixnsay, M. A., on resigning the Vicarage
ol Catterick, Yorkshire.

Tur REMoxsTRANCE OF A UNiTARIAN, Ad-
dressed to the Right Rev. Thomas Burgess,
D.D., Lord Bishop of St. Davids, By Capt.
Jumes Gifford, R. N.

Tur Aroxise Sacririce—a Display of
Love, not of Wrath. By the Rev. Noah
Worcester.

LyTTERs ADDRESSED To RELATIVES AND,
Frinsvs, chieily in Reply to Arguments in
Support of the Doctiine of the Trinity. By
Mary 8. B. Dana, author of the ¢ Southern
and Northern Harps,’? ¢¢ The Parted Family,”?
&e.

Tur RrconnecTross oF JoTHAM ANDER-
soN. Iy the late Rev. H. Ware, Jr., of Cam-~
bridge University, New England.

Seratons. By the Rev. I W, P. Green-
wood, D.D., Minister of King®s Chapel, Bos
tan. " In two volumes.

A Corrnection or Psarss Axp Hynns
for Christian Warship. By the Rev., T. W. 1,
Greenwood, D D. -

Montreal, December, 1846,

JUST RECELIVED,
A BUTPLY OF N
“ WARE ON THE FORMATION OF THE CHRISw

TIAN CHARACTERM




