THE LITERARY GARLAND.

“; "M unison with his sympathies, was one which
'oed him the most exquisite pain, and in the
4 ;::e and disappointment of the moment, he pas-
oY exclaimed :
“he :: will leave me then ! leave me forever ! you,
g in w‘; Opened a new existence to my enjoyment,
Bet g, b 0se }?rcsenc.e I have almost lcarned to for-
ny emated ties which bind me to one, with whom
. ) can know no fellowship !’
Who, y g.l‘ew pale at this abrupt avowal of feelings,
?x'ﬂence she had ncver till that moment sus-
> but she replied with admirable composurc,
18Nity of nanner chastened by native gentle-
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oy Ure‘]y in thus addressing me, your majesty
dye to Mises your ptincely honour,—forgets what is
Oy t the delicacy of my situation, and what you
ey to y at exemplary princess whose virtues entitle
slp. e:‘"' entire respect and affection. For my
Brage € not my purpose firmly fixed before, your
Zers Must be aware that I could hesitate no lon-
&« Na
y ﬁfaty Punish me not beyond endurance for this
D em, wﬂnce,” exclaimed the king, in a voice of
h‘"hh 5 “if I have dared to lova, it has been
,"hOi Y anq at a distance, even as the poor idolator,
fro,n "e¥erent silence worships the bright luminary

.i°y 0se effulgent rays he derives the light, and
Wil ,Pea]:’Pe of his existence. Depart not then, and I
“‘eco]d to you as I have ever done till now, in

PQML;’Ca.lm’ passionless accents of friendship and

t
o5 «,; “Mn0t be,” said Mary, agitated and offend-
part 2Ve no longer a choice, and it behooves me
Bug,, q ha’ and that too with speed. For what safe-
q"a.dy n‘{)e Lin the protection of a prince, who has
gy, t Used the friendship I professed for him ;
Wy 0mc°nﬁdence can I repose in his honour, when
'”‘h'ly " Nt of doubt and desolation, he has volun-
h°"nl :"-lllded my pride and my delicacy, by an
faye hehhmh I must ever feel mysell degraded to
“M d
,‘:"ke,nad a"_‘>l acknowledge the justice of your re-
by *d the penitent and humbled Francis ;
ity Ver °“fltain which hidden springs have filled
:: 2 tl:lm’ must sometimes overflow-—yet hear
- ® word and honour of a prince, that
rﬁl‘ gy I forfeit life, than permit my lips so to
* Grant me then your pardon, full and
, ?l‘on% Neonditional, and permit me the happiness
:l?% a;l‘e Occupying a friend’s, a brother’s place
by cap Hons.  This is all L ask—it is all to
]‘i’lgl or‘ dare aspire ; and this, even you, 50
to 4,0 2live to rectitude and virtue, need not
oy Brant s
’%' g n:z;}‘.mnn?t fear,” she said, her lovely face
my; animated pleasure,—“and I offer
¥ this hand as a pledge of my returning
> ™Y warm unalterable friendship—let all
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that may have pained us in the past be buried in
oblivion, and the future rivit still closer the bright
chain of amity, that has hitherto united us.”

Francis, deeply touched by the grace and softness
of her manner, received the proffered hand with an air
of humble deference, and tremblingly touching its
unsullied whiteness with his lips, relinquished with
a sigh the beautiful and coveted prize.

¢ And you will not leave us then 2 he asked tim-
idly, but with an anxious look and voice—¢ you will
remain here at least till I have proved to you the
sincerity of my repentance, and won from you some
proof of your rencwed confidence in my good faith
and honour 7

Mary looked embarrassed and irresolute ; she cast
her eyes upon the ground, and a vivid blush over-
spread her features. Francis read her thoughts, and
in trembling agitation awaited her reply ; at length
she spoke and her low unsteady voicc betokened:
strong inward emotion.

« [ fear,” she said, I cannot comply with your
majesty’s request, yet believe me when I say, that
no lingering doubt of your sincerity, urges me to
negative it; happy should I be to remain under the
protection which you graciously proffer me, were
there not many, and cogent reasons which render
my return to England expedient and advisable.
That land is the home of my affections, the scene
of my early joys, and there dwell all whom love,
or nature, have knit in closest bands to my heart.
Your majesty is doubtless aware of the reluc-
tance with which I came fo this country, although
it was to be invested with the dignity of its queen—
but my royal brother persuaded me the alliance was
one of consequence to his realm,—his wishes were
ever a law to me, and I yiclded my consent-——the
more readily, as at that time some private disap-
pointments, rendered me almost indifferent to my
fate. But now, the tie which bound me here is sev-
ered—my task is done—my duties all fulfilled, and
—and ”—she hesitated and her eye sought the
ground, as she added—¢¢ should my brother sanction
my wish, and your majesty no longer oppose it—I
would return to England.”’

Francis understood the cause of her embarrass-
ment, and knew full well what object filled her
thoughts, and wooed her, with a thousand fond an-
ticipations, back to her native shores. His tortur'ed
feelings almost spurned controul ; and while he hastily
traversed the apartment, contending and tumultuous
passions fiercely struggled in his breast, but the con-
test, if a painful, was & brief one and soon t.he no-
bler feelings of his nature tn‘umghed. Anxxous‘ to
atone for the error into which an lmpetu?us passion
had betrayed him, he resolved to sacrifice every
cherished hope to the happiness of N'Iar.y, and lend,
if it were needful, all the weight of his influence to

bring about the consummation of her wishes. But
g-J

for the present he dared not trust bimsclf to speak



