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Man is eyer the most interesting object to man, and perhaps should be the only one that interests.
Goethe's Wilheln Meister

a minute narrative of his sentiments and pursuits-not with study and labour-not wiith
an affected frank-ness-but with a genuine confession of his little foibles and peculiarites, and a goud-
humored and natural display of Ms oum conduct and opinions.

AN eminent author rmiarks, that the highest powers able world-the etiquette of the day ; and while there
of niind are very often dcficicnt in the only one are many more flippant toangues than his in the par-
which can make thè rest of much vorth in Society- lour, many who can furnish amusement ta pass
the power of pleasing. To this assertion, but few away a listless hour, he is content to be esteemed
exceptions can be found. The possession of genius, dull, by the butterflies Of society, if thereby he may
by no ncans does away with the necessity of sevcre pursue, undisturbed, such studies as he deems best
and r'gid mental culture, although men of talent, calculated to bring into play those vivifying poivers
who imagine themselves to be possessors of the mens of the mind necessary in educing the rarest and
dioinicr are apt ta harbour this absurd idea. In all brightest gemas of intellect. When relaxing from
instances the early life of genius is a life of labour the agreeable occupations of literature and philoso-
and iirtellectual privation. The richest soil requires phy, he is bLtter satisfied with his own familiar fire-
the warm sun to beat upon it, and the rain to des- aide, or in intercourse with congenial minds. I A
cend, i order that beauty may cover it, and vegeta- man of letters," as Dr. Johnson observes, " for the
tion abound. The noblest oak needs the dews ta most part, spends in the privacies of study that sea.
water, and the winds to cradle it, that the branches son of life in which the manners are to be softened
may spread forth their arms, and its top lift itself into ease, and polished into elegance, and when ha
towards heaven. Strength and beauty to the limbs, has gained knowledge enougha to be respected, bas
expansion to the breast, and grace to the whole neglected the minuter acts by vhich he might have
person, is not obtained by duIl and listless inactivity. pleased.
We have need to go forth, and breathe the vital air As a poet, he cannot pursue his vocation when
ta sha!ke off sloth, and train ourselves to gentle surrounded by the jarring noise and tumult of this
exercises- life; ivhen he sees around and about hin the busy

" Like the yong eaglet that its eyrie leaves multitude engaget in autual atrifa, for selflsh and
On unfledged wing, prune falls it ta the earth,
Too weak to rise, till oft-repeated effort ilsaif from the thraldoa of Saciety, and surrenders
Gives it strength, when lo ! it boldly spreads itself ta the impetuous raya of an ardent imagination.

its broad dark pinion fearlessly for flight, There is nu test of his joining in debasiag occupa-
And il, the sun's bright blaze, with eye unblenched, tions, or in trampling urador fout the image of God,
Soarâ upwards ta theia plantedi within hm. But in order te Ocupy ais

mid rit that trad of soflcixon, ivnidl shar b use-
The man of genius gains strength by intense and ful and serviceable tu other minds, vith that intense
continued mental effort, to break through the bonds reflection, which is the natural mood of the poet, he
ihich the world and its fashions throw around hlim, fnds it indispensable to retire to the quiet of his own
aud to enter the pure and cloudless realms of bright heart, to place in the back-ground the evil of his
creation. For the more complete rlanifestation pf nature, and to contenplate the characters of good-
the ideas of genius, the understanding needs ta be ness, inscribed within him. -He must live wholly
thoroughly .elightened. The mind must be "freed for himself, wholly in tie objects that delight him.
fiou ul the idols enumerated by our great Legisla- Heaven has furnished him internally with preciaus
tor of science, (idcla tribs, spec-à foci, theatri,) gifts ; he carries in his bosom a treasure that is ever
that is, freed from the limits, the passions, the pre- of itself inereasing ; he muIst live vholly with this
judices, the peculiar hubitsofthe hunan understand- treasure, undisturbed from without, in that still
ing, natural or acquired." Whi!e, then, he is disci- blesseiness, which the rich seek in vain to purchase
plining himself to produce artist-lIbe creations, ha is with their accumulated stores." As the lovely and
taV lab!e tu for--t the vain formalities of the faslion- lamented L. E. L., le frgets every thing in the


