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again? By George!l she w'ont carry it so high
once we get into Leland Park. You'll be mis-
tress there, any how, and so T mean to tell her, if
you will allow me, the very first opportunity. I
thought she would have anililated me on the
spot the other day because Thappened to adidress
her during the course of a very wnimated conver-
sation as “old lady™, She drew herself up like n
Cedar, bidding me remember, whatever might be
tho degree of respect I thought fit to accord my
mother-in-law, 7 was not to forget what was due
to Lady Huntingdon. To pacify her, I was not
only obliged to make the humblest apologies for
my wonderful offence, but also to settle an extra
hundred on yourself. But do tell me, Eva, what
on earth makes you so dull and unhappy look-
ing.” ‘

“Not unhappy, but serious, Sir George,” re-
joined Eva with a faint attempt at a smile, “The
step T am about to take is an important one and
demands, at least, serious reflection.”

“Yes, so poor Lord Huntingdon must have
found out when too late, but I beg your pardon,
Eva, ’tis wrong for me to talk of your mother so.
To change the topic, I will tell you at once the pur-
pose for which Iintruded on your solitude. There!
‘What, think you of these "

And he placed before Eva a casket containing
a sct of emeralds of the most exquisite beauty.
Eva's girlish taste for jewels had long since pas-
sed away and with a smile which despite her ut-
most cfforts was sad and spiritless, she rejoined :

“Thank you, Sir George, they are really very
beautiful and you arc excecdingly kind.”

“ Well, that itself is something from you, Eva,
but I certainly wish you could appear a little
more cheerful when our future is in any way allud-
ed to, and not look all the while as if we were
cutting out and measuring erapes for your funeral,
But, perhaps it is the fashion for young ladies in
your position to look sad and anxious? Ifso, I
have only to say that I think it a very hard task
for the future mistress of Leland Park and I won-
der how you contrive to act your part so perfect
ly”

“ A true woman and a Huntingdon can always
do her duty, however painful it may be, “exclaim-
ed heor ladyship, who entered in time to hear the
baronet’s last words. The latter sprang to his
feet annoyed and confused, and the new comer,
scating herself in the chair he had thus uncon-
eciously vacated, calmly exclaimed.

“ Excuso me, Sir George, but I wish to have a
few words with Miss Huntingdon, now. Youcan
soe her agnin after dinner.”

‘Sir Georgo without a word bowed himself out,
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