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prohibition than they are in that of cither Grit or Tory faction.
‘They recognize that Sir John must be very near the end of his po-
litieal earcer as lender, and they look upon Mr. Binke as a leader
who has thus far given evidence of o lack of some qualities which
are essentinl in keeping 2 party together for any lengthened period.

The thme seems to be ripe Yor the advent of o prolnbition
leader.  He must be o man of sagacity and political experience,
thoroughly drilled in the tacties of politicul warfare, with youth
and vigor on his side, with time and c¢nergy at his command, a man
who is not closely identitied with cither of the existing parties, but
who s willing to take his chances on the prohibition plank.

I hope to see nt the head of your editorial column very soon
the name of such 2 man, in Lold type, standing as the representa-
tive of a new order of things.  Yours for progress,

June 6th, 1885. PROHIBITIONIST.

A BURNING QUESTION.

The burning question of to-day is how to put a stop to the
burning of buildings and other destruction of property by those
who are burning with rage on account of the enforcement of the
Scott Act. We learn from the columns of an anti-Scott Act paper
and other sources, that the burning of buildings with almost every
specics of crime, not excepting murder, is part of the programme
for fighting the Prohibition movement, and facts are not wanting to
show that efforts are now being made to carry this programme out.

The Bruce Reporter, of June +th says: “ The work of the in-
cendiary was begun on the 25th of April, when the torch was ap-
plied to R. T. Walker's store house. A month later, to a day, Joseph
Barker’s stable and driving house met with a like fate.  And now
a-week later still, on Monday night last, Mr. Barker’s office, contain-
ing the whole of the papers of the Division Court, was set on fire
and burned to the ground.” In Walkerton shortly after the trial of
the liguor cases, Mr. Smyth’s windows were broken in with stones
in the middle of the night, and the most diabolical threats have
been made with a view to terrorize every person who has made any
efforts to enforce the law.

The question now is whether the people of Bruce are to be
ruled by lawless rowdyism or by the statutes enacted by its proper
representatives. If the burning policy succeeds, it inay be adopted
in defence of other lawless practices. as well as selling strong drink.
Any band of scoundrels who have shocked thecountry by crimes,
which outrage every sense of propriety, has only to bid defiance to
the law, leave a coffin at the dour of the constalile, threaten te burn
up the judge or magistrate, who will dare to sit on their case, and
then smash in the windows of any man who disapproves of their
conduct. .

Are the people of Bruce to be cowed into submission by
fiendish threats and lawless outrages? No. If it costs not only
the property, but the life ¢~ every person who interferes, let no
stone be left unturned to put a stop to this disgraceful business.
Many precious lives have already been sacriticed in the North-West
rebellion which has not caused one-tenth of the misery caused by
the liquor traffic. The first thing which the Town Councils of Kin-
cardine and Walkerton should do, is to offer a liberal reward for
information which would lead to the conviction of the guilty party,
and the second thing is to make good the loss sustained from the
outrages; if the men who employ these incendiaries know that they
must pay tucir share of the damage done, they would not be so
ready to seck revenge in thet manner.

Splendid generosity was wanifested by the Councils of differ-
ent municipalities, as well as by private individuals, on behalf of
the volunteers called out to quell the rebellion in the North-West,
but we have rebels in Ontario whose treachery and cowardice are
far less excusable. Will the civil authorities sit and leok com-
placently on, while the law is being outraged, without any attempt
to convict the criminals, or protect their vietims 2 Will the people
of Biuce sit still and see those men victimized who have come
nobly to the front ut a critical time, and who in the midst of a
storm of persccutivn,are endeavouring to secure respeet for the law,
which & nmjonity of the electors have asked for at the polls?

If the proper authoritizs will not look after the matter, let
meetings be held in every lccality, where means may be devised to
protect those who are striving to enforce the law, and let o sub-
scription sheet be passed around, that all who believe in Jiberty of
speech, and the impaitial administration of justice, may have an
opportunity of sharing with these families the loss sustained on
account of serviges rendered for the public good. J. MorpY.

Campaign Everpohere.

i

Hasrinas,— The o1ganization of the Scott Act campuign is bcing pushed
vigorously, _ Arrangements have been mady for addresses by Mrs, Youmans,
Mis. Peck, F. S, Spence und vthers,  Mrs, Youmans is expected to addiess o
mass weethyg m Stnlig o the evanng of tho 218t inst,—2tirling News- A1gus.

— —

Havrtox.—The Halten Tunpaance Alliance will hold its annual meeting in
the Methodist Church. Milten, «n the £End of this munth, commencing st 10
van. Jtas expected thut 1he convention will ba very Iaigely nttended.  Tho
amendments that have been or are about to be made to tho Scott Act will, it is
expected, receive the bulk of attention,

Miopreskx,—The St. Mary's Argus says : —

Lundon had two Scott Act lectures lust week, Onc on Wednesday, whero-
by a sixteen-year-old girl wus drowned becauso she and her companions capaized
a boat in their drunken rovelries. The other on Friday ovening, when a drunken
brute stabbed a woman, who lived with him as wife, five or six times with a
juck knife, from the effects of whichsho died the next day.

StoramONT.—Before the Scott Act came into force, the town of Cornwall
found two pohicumen scarcely suflicient to leok after the diunk and disorderly.
Since st come into force they have ditcharged one of these cflicials, thereby
saving the town £540, and the only policeman hag little or nothing to do. Susue
people think the Scott"Act a failure. 1smot this just the kind of failures we

want ?

WaTERLOO,—MT, Young, Police Magistrate of Halton, delivered a lecture on
the Scott Act, in the Town Hah,Berlin, on Sunday afteinoon to a Jarge audience.
Mr. Jre. Y. Shantz accupied the chair, and briefly inticduced Mr. Young, who
entered at once upep his subject. He showed by criminal statistics and other
figures that crime had been greatly dessened in Jus county since the Act was in
force. From this he argucd that there mustbe proportionately less liquor drunk.
He entered upon the working of the Act, and showed wherein tho difticulty of
wnforaing 1t consisted.  He stiongly urged the people of this County to support
the Act, and thought it could be fanly well enforced.—Berlin Neas.

Harpivaxp.—Petitions from all over the country against the wine and beer
smendment pagted Ly the o)l wise (1) Sanate, me pouring into the Bouse of
Cemmone. Al the cenferences, synods, and leading religious organizations of
the day are bringing alt thar influence to bear against it.  Haldmand is not
behind we are glad to huuw, und over one hundred petitious are now circulated
thioughout alf patts of the counasy, m a a vigureus ctlort is beng put forth to
shew how the citizens of Haldaustd feel toward the liquor question.— Hagers-

ville Times.

—

SinMcoE.—It s now vier amonth ssucothe Scott Act came into effect in Simcee
County, duning which time 1ot a single pnsuner has Leen commtted to Barrio
gaol for drunkenness. A deaided improrvement both in bisiness and morsl
respectability 18 plainly to De teen «n evary side. Men now attend to their
business with promptitude, and leave the town early, just as if they felt an in-
terest 1n their own as well as their families’ welfare.  Even should no further
progress be made, the county will feel itself well rebaid for all the trouble and
expense curred for stupping the flow of the poison thus far.

Hurox.—The County Council on Thursday, by a vote of 27 to 21, agreed
to memortahze the Licttenant-Governot 1o ay puint 2 pohice mugistrate for tho
county to enforce the Scott Act, oncundition that the House of Commions throw
out tho Senate’s amendment tu the Scott Act. A motion to petition the Houso
of Commions not to puss the proposed wine and beer clause was carried by a

majority of 18. ,

The Scott Act here, although not enforced with the rigor it should be, is
proving a success.  Liquoras undoubtealy gold, but not the quantities formerly
consumed. Drunkcn men are seen oceasionally on our sticets, but those are
men who have no care for their reputation.  Every drunken man is noticed,
thus the number 18 magmfied and vtterly falee 1¢ports circulated as to the num-
ber of ** drunks™ here.  Is is extiamely hard to get a drink now, and we think
ere long it will be a much more difficult natter than at present, and drunken
men are certainly not so numerous.— Wingham Times.

Oxrtanto.—The polling day being fixed for this county, the Executives of
both the North and South Riding heid nicetings simultaneously, the former in®
Uxbridge, and the latter in Whitby, when steps were taken towards prosecuting
a vigorous campaign, The friends in this county expect te roll up a splendid
majority for the Scott Act.

The Wiatby Chronicle says :—

* Whatever may be the issue of tho proposed smendments they will not
stay the popular voice in expressing its approval of the measure in which this
and other countics—as with those who have alxeady dono so—will shortly vote.
The reason would scem ndeed to bo tho more urgent to make the majonties
even larger than the more sanguine fricnds of the causo might anticipate, not
alono as an amendment of the principle of prohibition, but as an indignant
protest from tho_independent electorate against this unheard-of step of tho
Senato in interfering with public rights.

Grev.—A mouster meeting was held in Owen Sound on the 7th inst., in
the Town 1al), in the intorests of temperance, and in reference to the proposed
amendments to the Scott Act by the Senate.  The hall was packed full, so that



