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3¢ 49 more mockery to ask us to put dowan drunkennoss by moral
and religious moans whon the Logislaturo facilitates the multiplica-
tion of the inoitemonts to intemporanco on overy side. You might as
well call upon me, as a oaptain of a sinking ship and say, “Whay
don’t you pump the water out?’ whon you are scuttling tho ship in
overy direotion.”—//is Emincnce Curdinal Manning.

Swrhat makos these slums (of London) 5o herrible? Ianswer with
cortainty, and with the confidonco of ono who knows—DRINE! I tell
the nation with conviction founded on oxpoerionce .that there will ho
00 romedy till you savo those outcasts from the temptation of drink.
LZeavs the drink, and yeu will dbuild them palaces in vain. IL.cave tho
drink, and beforo the year is over your palaces would ba reeking with
dirt and squalor, with infamy and erime,”’—.Archdeacon Furrur.

WAITING FOR PUBLIC SENTIMENT.

It is said that prohibitory laws are well enough where there is a public
sentiment to back them up; but otherwise they are inoperative.  There are
a good many assumpiions in that siatement, and a good many things which
at best are only half true.  But granted that it be aliogther so, and that it
is in vain to look for any results without public sentiment to enforce the
statute, why 1s there not this sentiment? It is just simply because so many
men are saying “if” and “and” and “buts,” and all that, when they talk
about the suppression of this evil of liquor sclling by law. If only every
man who says, “I should be in faver of a prohibitory law if there was
a public sentiment to sustain it,” would just say, I am in favor of a prohibi-
tory law, that would make public sentiment. There would be no division
of ranks, and no doubts about the opinion and determination of the people.
But waiting for public sentiment. What kind of attitude is that for a true
and earnest man to take in the presence of a needed moral reform?  Paul
did not wait for public sentiment to support him in preaching the Gospel.

He went to wurk and made public sentiment.  Neal Dow did not wait
for public sentiment to suppart him in his demand for prohibition. Month
after month, year after year, he and his faithful co-workers wrought at the
business of making public sentiment and they did it. Public sentiment does
not make itself. When there is a vigorous public sentiment on any ques-
tion of morals, it is because somebody has taken an advanced position and
educated and drawn the people up to it.  If all who think and even say it
would be a good thing to closz liquor saloons, and to put out the fires in
these distilleries and breweties, and to stay the vast waste of strength and
thought and time and money, and homes and hopes and lives, would only
sy it without any *ifs” and “ands” and “buts,” and having said it would
stand by it, public sentiment on this liquor business would swell and press
on like an incoming tide and in a listle while there would be laws leoking
to the suppression of this evil, which would have in them the force of the
rizht hand of God. Mecanwhile let no man or woman lose heart, for in
spite of back-setting cddics here and there, and stagnant basin, the great
stream of tempzrance seatiment and coaviction and purpose moves stead-

fastly forward.—ZBerlin Neivs. .

“Judges are woary with calling attention to Drink as the princi~
pal cause of crimo, but T caunot refrain from sayingz that if they
could make England sober they would shut up nine-tenths of the
prisons ?—Lord Chigf Justice Coleridye.

¢ About ninety per cant of the crime in our to
drunkenusss, and whoa our men are yremoved from the temptation of
uuﬁ?zﬁz“ Uquor, crime is practically unknown among them.”—Geueral
Lord Wolseley. .

PERSONAL LIBERTY.

This is the watchword of the liquor dealers.  They must have personal
liberty to scll liquor, no matter what harm it may do to purchasers or to
the public. But how docs this asscrtion agree with other patent facts ?

Has a man personal liberty to go naked through the streets  Has he
personal liberty to keep a gambling house ? or.a brothel?  Has he the per-
sonal liberty to scll lottery tickets?  Has he personal liberty to drive 2 lame
ho-se ? or:o drive furiously through the streets with a sound one? Has he
personal liberty to sell obscens books, papers or pictures ? or even to display
them in his windows? Has he personal liberty to let loose a lion or a tiger
in the strect?  If in all these and several other respects he has no personal
liberty in any well-regulated community, how can he claim an cxemption
from restraint 1 the most dangerous personal liberty of all—that Lberty
which causes more suffering and loss to the community than all the per-
sonal libertics now forbidden.  If a man should have personal liberty to
scll liquors, then all license laws are wrong, for they interfare with that
liberty ; and all laws prescribing hours when liquors shall not be_sold are
invasions of personal liberty.  Yet all nations have had such laws time out
of mind. By the same right, namely, the public good and public safety,

that prohibits the sale of liquors from eleven o'clock at night tull five next
morming, the sale may be prohibiecd alivgaher. By the sight which pro
hibits the sale on the first day of the week that sale may be prohibited on
all seven days, ‘T'he “public good " is, according to the well established and
universal law, supreme, and if that requires the prohibition of selling drinks
to minors, it may be equaily applied to selling drink to all. “‘Fhis prohibition
which we seek is no new or strange thing in the world.  Itis in accordance
with the law and practice of all cinilized nations, that whatever the “ public
good ” demands shall take the form of law and be enforced under suitable
penalties, and surely there is nothing-that the public good demands more
mperatively than the suppression of the hquor traflic.  Ask the police
force what gives them by far most trouble, and they will answer, drinking,
Ask police magistrates, and they will say the same thing,  Ask judges and
jailers, and they will tell you that two-thirds or threedourths of all crunes
are caused by the liquor which is sold everywhere,  Ask at the hospitals,
and you wiil find that a great portion of the discases, wounds and acci-
dents that require their care are caused by drinking.  If there ever was a
case of injury to the public that required the prohibition of persona’ liberty
itis the sale of intoxicating drinks.  Surely every one in his conscience
must admit tns, whatever he may say with his tongue.  And 1the chinching
argument in favor of the suppression of that traffic is that wheravr the
experiment has been fairly tried the results have been most heneficial, —
Witness.

“A trade which fourishes upon the ruin of its supporters, which
dorives its revonues from the plunder of homes, and from thoe dofrand-
ing of helpless childhood, and from tho degradation of manhood ; which
roguires for its prospority tho imjury of tho community; which
ministers to every vile and vicions passion and propensity; which
makes and thioves, and embezzlers, and gamblors, and
wife-boaters, and murdoerers; which brutalizes and degrades all who
are brought in contact with it, cannot claim the rospect, and assur-
odly ought ot to be able to claim the encouragemont of the commu-
ity ?—N. 1. Tribune,

*

PRAYER AND THE BALLOT.

One of the phases of the Scott Act contest in Halton was that the re-
hgious clement of the people, lay and dlerical, was largely in favor of retain.
ing the Act, and worked hard against repeal. Al sectarian peculiarnics
were set aside, all minor dufferences sunk, in order to defeat the machina-
tions of the hquor party. The call for ard was svurded outside of the county,
and money and men were sent into the devoted distiidt, w hiclp alung the
good work

A stiking feature of the clection was the calling of a day of prayer all
over the Province on behalf of the temperance cause in Halton.  T'he hour
sclected was the middle of the afternoon of the day before the poll.  Men
and women, from Huron to the Ouawa, met, and with singleness of heart
poured out the request for divine aid.  ‘The meetings were solemn scasons
to all who were present.  And strength and courage was lent to those in
Halton who depended upon aid from the source invoked by their co-
workers in the Province.  ‘The Christians who met for prayer were laughed
at or piticd by some for their simplicity, but their prayers will ever be re-
garded by the victors as ameng the most potent factors in the winning of
the day. There is a power in carnest, united, unsclfish prayer which
worldly wisdom cannot comprehend nor human philosophy fathom. The
sceptic's shrug has been beautifully answered by Tennyson:—

“More things are wrought by.prayer than this world dreams of':
For what are men better than sheep or goats
That nounsh a blind life within the brain,

It, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer

Both for themselves and those who call them friends ?

For so the whole round world is every hour

Bound by gold chains around the fect of God.”

. —Muron Signal.

“ohat the right and most efficient remedy for the suppression of
the ovils of intemporance is to be found in tho enactmoent and eaforce-
ment of & law prohibiting tho manufacture, importation and sale of
Intoxicating liquors for boverage purposes, and this houso is

x0 zoon as public opinion will suficiently sustain stringent mesures, £0 PrOMOLO
such lsgislation so far as tho samo is within tho compotency of the
Parliament of Canada.y—Hexolntion of the Dominion louse of Commons,

¢“That in viow of these facts and cousiferations, it appears that
tho time has now arrived whon tho attontion of the Governmoent
shon'd be givon to this important quostion—with a view to the
introduction of a bill to prohibit the manufacture, importation and
sale of intoxicating liquors (excopt for mochanical and modicinal
purposss) throughout the Dominion, at tho earliest poasitle date
compatible with the public interest.”—Recolution of the Dominion Senata,




