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WHAT TRUTH SAYS

Count Tolatol, tho distinguishod Russian
novelist and fnstructor in morls, whoso
famoe and influenco have axtendod far boyoud
: his native land, haa Intely been giving to the

world'his notfon upon the question of mar-
riage, :As might bo oxpocted from a manzo
cocantric as Tolstoi, these views differ wido-
1y from the generally reccived opinion. In
orderto givo greater appa-ent reasonublencas
to his poaltlon ho hegins by making soveral
very sorious charges n{,ainst the present so-
cinl order. ** Conjugal infidelity,” ho says,
¢ hine beeame more common and in consider-
od leas roprohenaiblo ; the Lirth of children
has loat. its pristine significance, and modern
marriages are conceived less and leas fron.
the point of viow of the family ; children
are cducated, not with a view to the problem
which they will bo-onc duy called upon to
solve, but sololy with an ¢ye to the pleasuro
which-they nay bo mado to yicld to their,
parcats; and, owing to the exsggerated
and czrronsous sigaiticance ettributed by so
ciety:to love and to the idealized atates that
accompany and sueceod it, the best encrgies
of our men and, wymen are drawn forth and
oxhausted duriog the most promialng period
of life ; those of tho men in the work of look-
ing for, choosing and winning tho most de-
airable objects of love, for which purpose
) 1ying and fraud aro held to bo quite excus-
ablo; thoso of the women and girls alluring
men and decoying them inta liaisons of mar-
risgeby the mnost questionable means con-
ceivable, as an instance of which the pro-
scnt fashions in cvening dress suay bocited.”
Theso propositions, which ko does not stay
to prove, lead him to conclude that an un-
due importance has been given to marringe,
‘I and that love in its varions develapmonts is
not a fitting object to consnmo the best en-
" 5 trgies ol men 3 and therefore *“to contract
marriage 18, from o Christian point of view,
not aprogress but a fall.  There isnot,” be
continucs,. *‘and cannot bo such a thing as
a Christian marringe which nover was aud
norer conld b, Chriat did ot warry, nor
did ho establish marriage ; conscquently, a
Christian canpot view the marriage velation
otherwise than as » deviation from thn doc-
trive of Christ—as o sin:”

JThis teacher of s new gospel does not
shrink from the logical consoquences of his
thoory. He foresces tbactha,@mmg out
. I his principles meana the extinction of the

Tace, that it means wreck and rain. Thisho
docgnot regrard, however, asany greatcalam-
ity, for tho raco is doomed anyway, aud it
would onlyhasten tho Incvitable. “Eveasup-
pose”says ho, “'the Chrstiandealof perfoct
«  chastity(thatis, celibacy)realized, whathen®
We zhoald mercly findoursclvos fane toface
on the ons hand with the familiar teching
of religion, ono of whoso dogmas is <hat tho
world will have an end ; and on the other, of
so-called sciense, which informs us that the
gun is gradually losing its heat, tho resalt
of whicn will in timo bo tho extinction of
ths human race;” t.hat is to sy, if acconding
to-the-Bible the world must como to an
cnd gomeune, aud o samnliag to suicint
the sun i gradaally cooling, wo may as well
do what wo-can to mako the catomirophe
oomplete. It may be prewuned thaot the
admirers of this famous writ.r and wounld
be teacher of morals will iocl greatly dis.
sppointed at tho means pmpoacd for cuning
the nloers with which socicty is affected.
Foz it sauxs bo confessed that his criticioma
g:oughhquh 70 not. altogether aneritod,

It is true, as acontempomrty vomarks that
the provailing Ilcas of mamiage aro looso;
thatmoany young men are more anxious to fall
into a fortune than to fall in love ; that young
womon froquently look more cagerly for an
establishmnut than for a bome, It may also
bo Lrue that romance has largely given way
to finance, anrd that Cupid, suborned rogue,
is using his arrows to picree & bank account
instend of w heart The oath taken at
tho altar lhas somctimes no higher
significancoe  than the big scal on a
civil contract and binds both parties to the
transfor of certain personal property or real
cstate.  But tho remedy propescd is con-
denned alike by nature, cominon senso and
the plain teachings of Scripture (Count
Tolstoi to the contrary); while it proves its
advocato to Lo less a philospher than au
anarchist.’ As tho Now York ferald re-
marks : *“The wmost disheartened pessimist
ahrinks from his proposed plans ard the
practical man spurns them as nonsense.
Thoy mean dynamito and -estruction, as
though one shonld sayy ¢ Tho vase has o
spot of dirt on it; don’t wash, but rather
break it.’” And so leaving you in tho miro
irretriovably and liopelessly, your teacher
becomes a crank and his former cccontri-
cities havé developed into something like
drival. Evidently tho prophet who is to
regencrate socicty does not live in Kussia
anha doex not call himself Tolstoi,

Latest advices from Austrlia encouragoe
the hopo that the anion movement among
the provinces of that island-continent will
ultimately result in the succeas of the Con.-
federation scheme. A fow weeks ogo a
convention, held at Melbourne, was attended
by representatives from all tho colonics
intevested. Theqnestion of union was freely
discussed, and though formidable practical
difficultics wero recognized, such, for in-
s*ance, no the existency of bostile tariffs, the
delegates did not consider theso difienltics
absolutely insurmountable, or of suchm
natare as to discouragoe all further efforts in
the direction of union. That theystill have
confidence in the success of the movement
the'following rcasolution, which was unani-
moualy passed, will serve to show :  That
in the opinon of this conference the best
interests and the preseat and future pros-
perity of the Australinn colonies will be
promoted by an early union under the crown;
and, whilo folly recoguimng tho valuableser-
vicesof the members of tho convention of
1883 in fonndiag a Federal Council, declares
ity opinion that the soven years which havo
sinco clapsod have devcloped the natiopal
ifé of Australana 1n population, in wealth
and n the discovery of resources and in sclf-
goverung capacity toan extent which jusu
fica the lugher act, at Al times contemplat
od, of the unon of theso colonicy under vne
fegulativo and cxecotive government and an
panciples justto thoseveral colonies. ™ Sinco
th- Meclbonrne confercnse another step has
been taken. towards confoderation by the
passagn of tho now western Australi an con
stitution bill, which grants all that the wes
tern Anstmahians ask in regard to tho

rocernunent of the great nortbern territory

of that contincnt, and 4ande wvw w):.hcm )
more thar oac third of Aastrabis, with-great
mancral resources, largo gold ficlds mdpef-:l
fisherics, and coast Yine of 3,500 miles -

Asisgencnlly known tbcphnofmdor-; ‘

ation which our relativesintho Seoldy:
are contemplating is-ous soxnewhatall A;"Ah
patlern of our owp vanatifution.
therefore, Canadisns Wil i&‘«g

its progress and will rejoice in its consum.
mation, Andall the moro sceing that the
cnrllest settlers in this now lnud wero not of
a kind to inspiro great hopo of futuro national
greatness. At first thoe colony was used for
penal purp >.ea only, whither from the year
1788 Engl ud transported 120,000 convicts.
In 1837, ut tho timo of tho accession of Her
Gracious Mzjcsty to the throne, the atten.
tion of tho honest emigrant was directed
thither, and Yo first serious nttempts werd
mado towards colonization, Since then
more than a million Euglishinen have gone
out to scck their fortuno in that sunny lend.
That g0 many honest, industrious men should
manifest 8 desire to settloin n country whose
primitive population had given it a bad
renown can only be oxplained by thoe erowd-
ing at humo, tho fertility of the Australian
oil and the discovery of ita rich gold fields.
Fifty ycars ago Australin offered e¢xecption-
al advantages to the emigrant of small
meaus to cogago in the sheep raising indus-
try. The unlimited stretches of country
furnished him with abundant pasture, while
the auspicious nature of tho climate caused
tho flocks tr multiply with remarkable
rapidity. £ rcady market was always
found in Loadon for the wool, and at a
remunerative price.  Consequently many of
those who went vuf poor, in a few yeara
found themsclves immensely wealthy. And
this expleins the fact of the enormous uum-
bors of flocks of sheep and herds of cattle
found in the colony, numbers out of all pro-
portion with the population. At present,
though there aro only 3,000,000 colonists
thoy are said to possess 8,000,000 cattle and
78,000,000 shecp. But besides the shecp-
rajsing industry, which gives an annual ex.
port of about §60,000,000 wurth of wool,
gold mining has done much towards mukmg
Australin what it 18, In forty years thoy
have taken from their mines $1,400,000,000,
or gn average of §35,000,000 a ycar. At
present the trade of the colony irvery great,
the yearly imports exceeding $200,000,000,
and tho exports, $240,000,000. It will thus
be scen that onr Australian cousins, though
numbering only about three-fifths of the pop-
ulation of Canada, and possessing a cppntry
not quite cqualinarea to the Domlmon, have
the matcerial clements which go to mokeupa
strong nation. Now with just and wiso laws
faithfully administered, thero is no reason
why this southcn confederacy ahould not
soon take her place among tho foremost
nations of the globe. Thvwcnt ‘wish that
Canadians have for thétr antipodean rela-
tives is, that thoy may-xoon find & way to
sottlo their differences, and uniting in a
Dominiony of Australia, may continue to
abound 1n all thosa works and virtucs;
constitute a nation traly great. Eﬂ‘ N

Tho man 18 not to be envied w)zo can-ex-
ult 1n the down-fait of, aadther no mattcx-
what his positivn or. oﬁ'cnce. %
always betrays thb'spmt”ﬂnch xmzn
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waoa purchased by efficient and faithful ser.
vice at 2 tune when the grim visago of in.
surrcevion and war stalked through the land,
Mautling with charity his fauly our upper.
tnoat thought of kit should bo, n during
oflicer who gencruusly exposed his life fop
our conutry’s good,

The Rev. Sam Jones, whose advent in
Toronto nearly four years ugo created such

* o widespread religious sensation in the city

and throughout the province, has npparont.
ly toat none of his power to attact and move
the muititudes. A recent report from Riche
mond, Virginia, states that a most remurk-
able religious awakening has ocourred under
his preaching. Speaking of a meeting for
men only at which it is estimated 14,000 or
16,000 persons were present the 1eport goes
ontosay:—*The sermon hadapowerful effect
upon the congregation. At lts cleso Mr,
Jones asked nll who would prowmise to live
better lives and give upsinful habits tostand
up. Notlcss than ten thousand nen arose,
It was asight never seen here.  The preacher
then asked all who wero not church memberg
and who wanted to become Cbristinns to
come up apd shake his hand. Hundred
pressed forward with tears in their oy
Not necarly all could get to the preacher, as
the crowd was so dense, It is estimated
that not less thau ono thousand persons werg
converted, amnong them many solid and sub.
stantial buzincas men.  Some of them werg
pooplo who had not before heard Mr. Joues
and who had ridiculed his style of
preaching.”  Bigots and sticklers for
order, who would rather have mien cop-
tinuc a gudless hife than bo reformed sn such
an wrregular way, and by one who cannat
pronounce thor theological or uitualistic
shibbeleth, will no doubt condemn the
metbods pursued by this remarkable reviva.
list ; but practical men, accustaaned to esti
mate methods and agencies by their success
will be disposed to concede that the Georgin
ovangelist has purchased a right toa place
among those who are engaged in lifting the
world to a higher plane of moral excellenco
and gooducss. Time cnonch has heen wast.
cd and men are nauseated over the conten-
tion that has gone on among would be lead-

crs of society and reformers of their fellows ), <
as to the proprictics that must be J‘obsfrvcd :

in the work. Mothods arqpf -Secondary
importance, results are of, chi'*. moment.
WWhat the times Jong:i" is menwh
willing to step out-of- the old. Tutif fig.s
doing wanderers® <nnybc machca wmd
{allen rescucd . men to- 3 i fux. &
plausc 13 no,thmg, batts’ wh
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