
8 BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

CORRESPONDENCE
N C RS< I. \., Feb= 27, 1889}.

DEAR SIR, -I wnant to place before imy
brother booksellers a subject whichi has of
late years beet givimg mie a great deal of
worry. Probably the greater numinber of your
readers will, wlien they read this letter. say

utat i anm a fool for msly pain-, yet with ail the
argument I cati bring to bear upon the suh-
ject i cannot relieve imiyself.

My question is : " Is the bookseller re
sponsible for the evil that iay be done by
the books he sclls ?" The question was first
brouight home to Me ai a teiperance lecture.

'hle speaker went on to prm e that the brec er,
the distiller, ai the tavern-keeper were ail
responsibîle foi the evil dlonle I te hiskey
made or iandled by them. le showed that
it was no excuse to pîros e that if t iey had not
made it or sold it sotie une eise wouildl have
done s ; neiîther was it an ex( use that m
their dealing they had no intention of evil.

If these argumllenits are %alid as agamst
mnanufaictiring or dealing n whiske' why not
against iaking or selbing books whic iurt r
Take, for instance. " Robert liler." The
mnan or wcom1an who lias arrued ai vears if
discretion, and who weighs words and argu-
ments, cati read that boouk withoti liani, but
to the young, to those who. wlien tIehy read
accept the writer's facts and arguments with-
out dissection, this isa iost pestiiletiai book.
Suppose, knowmîg all this, that i put up signs
in imiy store calling attention to this hook ;
suppose that I have it lying on is oiunter
in view of the general Itublic; suppose that
i seli this book ito somîîe onle w hom i will
injure ; or, going further still, suppose i seil
it to somne one whom111 t wil not mtilue but
who trusts it in wrong hands ai I responsi
bIle for the injury done by that book ?

Should i keep in stock a book w hic-h i
know to be iniora1, mdecent, mileatimg,
infidelistic ? Then, again, is ignorance a good
plea ? Is it my duty to know whîat books I
sell ?

I have stated the c ase broadly, mty brother
bookseiiers can till i the details. Now let
thei gise their opinions ; I want to settle mîv
mind on dit question, and i want to ease iiv
conscience.

Yours respectfully

oiduSSw>oi, Feb. 6, i 889.
IAAR SIR, - We iam-e great pleasutie In

reporting Ciristmnas sales as goxxi, better
than last Chinstitmas, and what we cotisîder
of miore niortiaice --the profit!s were satis-
factory; where, last year, une of our fraiernit>
here was saiticd to seli goods for fun, this
Chistmiîas he was out of bisiness, and con.
stquenilv me aill succeedel in geittiig our
legitimate Pînces. lisli goiods sold well ; a
couple of dry gonds houses cared a large
liu but did not succced sery wclI wih them.

One of themic, we are pleased to say, is carry-
ng mîtost (if his yet, il>oklets and cards sold

very well, cards especiaIlly for a line that is
suppiosed to iae run ou. Anntals were
iot good sellers, but on the whole trade has
been satisfactory. Enclosed we beg to liand
yoi $.00, two years pio to ilooKS
SNi NoTiîNs ending October, 1889. We
would iot lie without it.

E. S. lBRowx.

WALKERTON, Feb. 14, 1889.
)I)E R SIR, lOOKS ANI NoTIoN-c, in its

pretty, new ciress, and enlarged size, to liand
this imorning, and in wvishing it greater pros-
perity in the future I enclose $ oo, which
will pay ciu to the end of 18o.

Yours truly,
E. W. ATTwootî.

POI- F M NxtwNNi Feb. 22, 1889.
i>ear Sir, What have i done that your

printer siould iake "afford ouit of "coffset,"
and " adopt « oui of acapit," i miv report of
trade in yotur February iumiber. As set iip
there is no sense in it. Who is your proof-
realer Vours trulv.

w. J. -n ski.-, Captam.

W\*e apologiue to the Captain, and assure
himi of our sorrov for the binders. Let lii
try another letter -say on the Compromise
qicestioii and see if we don't get him rigit
thien.

I)ear Sir. i aim very itich interested in a
discussion nWo going on in the columnttis of
the Canadian Grocer on the " Compromise "
ciic-stioi. Ilt is one of the iost important of
suljects to es crv retailer ai the present time.
i have been a sifferer lately froi the slaughter
prices of a compromitised estate, and fear
another very shortly which. wlien it occurs,
will have been caused by the cuti rates of the
fortier one. i wani to raise up my voice now
against compromise, and I ask the whole
trade to join witi lie in the saine cry. i send
bv this mail a copy of The Grocer, with the
letters i refer to miarked. If you could find
space for a couple of thein you woild be
doing a good service to the

R vi *rR TsiF.

In c inompiance withi the request of " Retail
Trade - we reproduce a couple of the letters
referred to.

HL ssii ToN, Feb. iS, 1889.
Sir, i amit strongly in favor of doing away

with compromise, as iii the event of such a
thng taking place nio nerchant who has
itierto pid loo cents on the dollar need
fcar coming to grief, barring soie untoreseen
calamity, as in that case honesty and punctu-
ality in ja ing accounts would count for
somîething in such a imian's favour, which ai
present it does not seei to do. As we do
not hear tif ainy wholesaler failing, it is evi-
dent that the ioo cents on the dollar nien are
beariig the brunt of the whole thing, and I
think they bave the right t demand that the

wholesale houses should Stop it. Tihere is a
gool deal of imîaulin syipathy expressed for
somtte of these comproimisers who have stinted
themiselves of tit pleascires that their creditors'
ioney w-ould buy tiet, but where is the pity
for the other ian who denies iiiiiself the year
round in order that his little profits, which
are itich sialler thai they need be but for
the other fellow, iay be sufficient to pay
everv one theiîr owi. Cans anything be more
galiing than to pay $îoo for a thing which
your comlîproiising coipetitor gets for $40.
I cry shamte on the wholesalers that they do
not instantly sweep away such an astounding
state of things. There used to be inuch
shame Im not being able to pay one's full
liabilities, but now the less a person ï, was
going to say a man, but person will do better)
gets off with paying, the highter lie cocks his
beaver. Soume of thei even pay their pew
rent and sub criptions to mission fuînds with
iou<ney really beloiiging to lte wholesaler. Sit
down osn thein hard, friend wholesaler, and sell
Only to A i men. Vou will sel quite as many
goods, have fewer accoints, less losses, and
the pleasure of allowing your humble friends
Who have hîtherto paid too cents on thîte dol-
lar a chance to iiake a little profit.

G()RRi, Feb. 2i 188). -The letters you
have publisied cii the question of Compro-
mises have the riglt ring about tthemi. It is
higli tiiime that somicthing was donc to stop
this pernicious practice. The fact is that for
the past fewc years it lias been very difficult
in niany places at Icast for the honest, carc-
ful dealer Who aimîs at paying too cents on
the dollar to do so and iake a living. There
are su inany men who have ieither capital of
their own nor business ability, who are ielped
into business by somte wholesale house in
order to imiake an outlet for their goods. The
tisuail result is tait these imen go to work and
slacughter goods, coipelling their neighbors
to follow suit or else sec their trade leaving
tliei, and in the end there arc sonietiies
two or three failcires when there should not
have been any. We claii that the wholesale
men are very largely responsible for a great
mtany of the failures that occur. If they
would use more prudence in the selection of
the men they sel goods to, and not be so
ready to grant compromises when asked to
do so, the retail tde of the country would
soon be in a mnuch lcalthier condition than it
is ai prescnt. Vours truly,

W. S. BEEMu.

S. T. White, of Hamilton, in paying his
subscription, says lue would nut be without
1OOKS AND NOTIONS.

In our last issue wC ientioned that Mr.
Vardon, represcnting the Reinhardt Manu-
facturing Co., had invented a very convenient
tissue paper. We should have said tissue
paper holder. We will illustrate it next
month.


