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BOOKS AND NOTIONS

& thin sheet of manllla paper {8 pasted
In & pecullar manner 8o that by kimply
glving it n qulck snap tn the air the re-
port of a small shot gun 8 produced.
This 18 bound to take with the small
boy, who will have something now to
denlen ons's cars with.

Another Raking line which tha firm
are olfer.ng Is & sorles ! optical Iusion
cnrds on the style of thos> which adorn
the pages of the English wagnzines., It
I8 no case of the quickntes of the hand
decelving the eye In this cusd for tha eye
decelvea itsell, Tly: fizm are also o faring
@ anuititude of now puzzles, a series of
booklets hnd hundy calculators, and a
lot ol grotesque advert:sing cards of the
Punch and Judy order.

There wvis a U!g run during thia month
on the Duke 0! York wudding numbers
The

o! the Tondon illustmited papars.
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Montrenl News Co. had to order :1 second
lot of ench to weet the demand, and
these are already all gone.

Mergrs. J. C. Wilkon & Co. have been
apponted sole ageats for ‘Canadn for
the Novelty Counter Check Book, which
insuld to have wevaral advantages, a not-
able one boing that it combines In one
book ~what forwmerly required several
Ktylee to nccomplish.

The Champlon Counter Papsr Holders
anl cutters are weacting n brivk enquiry
a8 all the atotes are getting them dn.
Mesgara, J. ¢, Wilson & Co,, who nrve hand.
I!ng the oomtrivmuce, have them in all
slzes from thos? which will take a alx
inch wide ro!l of paper to a forty-Inch
roll.

Perhape the largest xhipment o! jute
#totk ever recelved in Montreal came in
xt snonth. It was & counslgnment of
31 cars to Messrs. J. C. Wilson & Co., the
wellknown paper bag makers, It ag-
gregated 230,000 tonx, and alrendy some
ol It i3 Velng turned to mxwnilla Liags
at the Lachute mills o! the firm.

Take a vacatlon—It wiil save you doc
tor's b.ls aml prevent cobwebs.

TAPPEEN FLOWER VASES.

HE newest tilng in the line of faney
glassware 8 the Tappeen Flower
Vane. Nerlleh & Co. ghow a great
range ol thes> tall, thin, tapsring, multl-
colored vases, which are eatching ghoe
decorntive eye of the housawlfe and the
avtistic taste of the malden who dellghtr
to 11l a room wilth the seent of summer's
buds and blossows, Expensive flower
holders, with large base bowls, detlente
decorations aud haadsome [ittings, are
quoted ut low prices, while the less ex
pensive clags includes o number of varl
ctles which can be retalled at the popu
lar quarter, The shaded rims and deli-
cahnetnitso thelat. rgv: hamn v ry
taking appearance.
Besldes this now line many other claws
of funey goods worthy of ment’on are
to be geen In the spaclous showro ‘ms of

this encrgetic fanecy goods firm. In /act,
their range has become so extensive that
they Wave rented a flat In & meighbor
ing warchouse and will counect the twe
by an archway. This shows that thelr
buriness Is ateadlly growhg. Magic luan-
ternn are shown lu gront varlety and
wtyle. [DPunch aets are something very
dalniy. Cellulold balls In great varlety
and at lower prices than last @Niaah
will nonv Le offered to the trade. The
quality of the cellulojd has alko Improv-
cd and the decorations are alko of a
bhetter ciass. Oelluloid photo frames In
eaquisite designs and  colorings awe
also shiown In several varletles. In fae?,
thelr whole stock Js Lristling with the
dainticst articles from thoe forelgn man
ulacturers.

Thelr water-seté nre selllng very nst,
anl they report a stoitdy cnquiry for
the cawes contalnlng ten anssorted »etx,
which they acll at £9.50 por case. Some
of these yota retall as high as $2.50, and
an excellent pro!it can be maude on all.

J. H. BROWN'S POENS.

MONG recent volimes of Canadian
verse, one of the most worthy Is

“ Yoy, L.yrical and Dramatie,”

by Mr. J. H. Brown. I4 Ix not our Inten-
tlon to critlelzs the work more than to
point gut some of its qualitlies In pass
Ing. It ls rarely that the roviewer is

juktlited In making sweeping aseertlons
for or agnlust a0 work. Aud, xad to sny,
thix Is oaly tw common totlay In Coane
ada. A readar may b strutk with the
beauty ol o bit of vors: by o cortnln
writer, but it should not lead him to
buar ont alt other wrlters, atar the
faghion of n crltie in Aveadla, who, in
u late review of @t poem by & Canmllan
poet, ruld:  Only one other Canadinn
poct could produce such a iins bit of
work.”” Such an axeertion shows o rash-
ness unworthy ol o cerltie,. How does
he know what Canndian pacts enn do ?
Probably his knowiedge o Canwdinng
puetical llterature ix lmited to  hix
adopted ldols. The only (alr and legiti-
mate use of & review Ix to show that
the book In questlon hax merits worthy
of the atteation of th vublfe, The mere
disparaging of llteruture that ix &0 com-
mon jn contemporary so-cialled eritictsn
avems to ba mare the outpnt of bitter-
uess and splezn than anythlng else. No
book 0 verad ever publlahed In Canada
or anywhere elsd lits been davold  of
fnults. And the duty of the roviewer In
not to hunt up the faults which ail
senxlble men know do exlast, but to polint
out thit the hook has an original key-
note of Ity own, whlch marks It out
from the llterature around §t. If the
hook doed not show such a Kaynote then
It were bt to leave It atone,

In Mr. Brown's book [ recognlza n dixs.
tinct note that marks bis work out irom
that of others. Though not ax fntense
n lover of nature ax som> of our poeta,
he has the true poetleal sympathy for
externat nature In her great moolds. He
appreciates the external beauty ever
present in the unlverse. But his muse
loves 10 hoader moxt on the great drama
of mankind, with a specinl Interest in
freedom or ltbreration of human soctety,
In this he Ix akin 1o Sheley, whom he
calls @

A prisoned soul, new-theilled with e's
desire ;
Al tears, all smller, despairs and enger
yearning.*
Anyone who has read Mr. Brown's book
iIn . thoughtful maunner, ax the true
critic should, will observe that he has
made . Ialthful study of many of the
great poets, and that it has conxelously
or unconsclously learned much from
them. In hix dramntle work we see n
knowledge and love of Shakespeare, nud
In s other works we get an apprecin.
tlon of Omar, Browning, and Walt Whit-
man. But Mr. Brown I« not 2 mere hinl-
1ator. He has o soul which 18 intense
in s discernment aml 118 love of the
lofty and wism. What he has read he
has digested well, and has made It his
awn. [ think that ammong  Canndinn
poets he Ix distinetly the post of human-
Jty and hw problems are  appronched
from o philosophical standpoint, and In
thls sense hie v the most thoughtful of
all our poets. He i decldedly lacking
on the side of ereative lmagination, or
at least he hax given us ao xign of it hir
hix book. Bat he has gained on the wide
of phllosophlcal meditation. At least
this Is ag far ar my understanding of his
work wonld teach me., I hiave no right
to fny what others might fied In his
wark. [ do not thiuk that Mr. Brown’s
book has had that proper constderation
that 1t deserves at the hands of those
who take upop them to Introduse our
anthora to the Canadlan pragple. —oabe,



