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speak, the beating of the wings of the angels of death hiastcning to the
four hundred, appointed for to-nmorrowv. '1'hat this appallinýg sacrifice of,
life is in large part unnecessary, that it cari be diminished, that there is
hope even for the poor consurnptive-this represents a revulsion of feel-
ing froni an attitude of oriental fatal.isni wvhich is a triumiph of modern
medicine. Our Frenchi brethiren have made the prescrit position of the
question possible. Lacncc, the father of modern clinical medicine, gave
us the paLhology of the disease-and much more. When Galen, Fras-
eatorius, Morton, and others believed strongly in the contagiousness of
phithisis, it remained for Villcnuin to demionstrate its infectiveness by a
series of brilliant experiments wvhich nmade Kochi's wvork inevitable; wvhile
to Verneuil, Cliauveau, Nocard, Brouardel, and others we owve the initia-
tion of those local and international congresses \vhich have donc so niucli
to rend the veil of familiarity, and to educate the publie and the profes-
sion to, a point at 'vhich scientifie knoxv]edge lias becomie effective. Lt
scerns a Iaw tliat ail great truths hiave to pass througlh a definite evolu-
tion before they reach a stage of practical utility. First the pioneers,
seeing as through a glass darly, groped blindly for the truth, but worked
so effectually that by the seventh decade of the nineteenth century wve had

clear pathology of tuberculosîs and an accurate syiniptomatolo-y; while
in each generation a mani lad noit becri wanting whio, likce Sydenhiam, or
George Bodington, apprcciated the essentials of treatrnent, as we recog-
nize theni to-dlay. Then Villenuin and Koch denionstrated the trutlh of
thec infectivity of the disease and the presence of a specific germ. XVatchi-
ers on the towvers, like the late Austin Flint, a lifelonig student of tlic dis-
catse, wvc1coîned the annouincemnent as thc much-wvislied-for fulfilmnent of a
propheccy; but, as Plato shrcwdly rem-arks, xvc are not ail axvalke whien the
dawvn appears, and nîany in this audience, likze nîysclf, hiad to see thc truth
growv to acceptance with tlîe 0-eneration in wvhich it was announced. It
is a hiorrible thouglit, but very truc, thiat we reachi a stage in life, somne
carlier, soi-e later, in which a nexv truth, a pcrfectly obvious truth, cari-
flot be accepted; and the work of \Tilleiri and of Koch fared no wvhit bet-
ter %vithi dic senules and.the pre-seniles of tht2 seventh and] ciglîth decades
of the last century thari did H-arvey's immnortal cliscovery in bis day, or
for- the niatter of that, clid] Lister's great work. And now w'e are in thec
thirci or final stage, iii which the triith is bccoinigr an effective weapon ini
the hancîs or the p)rofession and of the public. The presc-nt crusade against
tubercuil. sis, mvhich is destined to achicvc results w'e little dreCani of, lias
thiree specifie objeets: first, cducational-the instruction of the profession
and the instruction oU ihe people; second, prcvcntive-the promotion of
mieasures mvhîchl wil check the progress of thc disease iii the comimunity;
third, curative-the study of întliods by xvhicli the pron.,ress of the disease


