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ON THE INJURIOUS EFFRCTS OF CHLORO-
FORM DURING LABOR.
Patdotiry doart, aa Bomainer (s Diccases of W ocase
3
sad Chilaren, Royal Cullege of Surgeons, lrelsnd, &em
As, at the present time, the subject of chloroform
ishalation is again swd judice, 1 foel it incumbent
wpoa me 10 raise my voice aguinst itz employment
in midwifery, and to lay before professional
bethren my reasons for the adoption of such a

.course, which [ sincerely trust shall have some

weight with the unprejudiced, and which may, per-
chanes, call the more serious attention of some,
if aot of all, of those now too deeply wedded to 1ts
am, to the dangerous, and too n fatal results
consequent therevn ; in which, if' I but even partially
succeed, I ahall consider myself well repaid.

From experience, repeated observation, and the
pablished, as also the otherwise ex; opinions
of those who agree, as well as of those who disa-
gree with me upon the subject, I am firmly con-
viaced that chlorofurme, when inhaled during labor,
vy froitfully Jredi:g:u to hamorr! , puer-
ﬁ‘hhmm on, t affections, and to other

detrimental to health and life, which it
aggravales if given daring their presonce. Italso
lags the foundation of diseases to arise at & more
distant period, and thus increases the mortality in
il aud subsequent thereto. I have known
:lqnnl {uflammation frequently to have followed
tobalation, and too often with a fatal result; in
Oct, some years since, when it was more fashivn-
shis, end was given with a more lavish hand, a great
moetality obtained amongst the patients of some
&w mea who administered it—so0 much 8o that a
outcry was raised against its employment.

the majority of those cases, puerperal fever was
the cnuse of death, which, when thus raised, be.ag,
® | frmly beliave, always inicctious or otherwise
communicable, became epidemicised, after which
Svea those who wisely refused the drug, ** charmed
{2 never so smqyf‘ wol:. tll;ns inadvertently, and,

er, 5 died, or 1 in 49; and of 58 by the latter, 5
died, or 1 in 111! And, by adding all these re-
corded cases together, we bave a mortality on the
whole of | in 16l!! By agrin consaiting those re-
ports, we perceive that in Dr. Colling' mastership
there occurred 97 cases of po.t partum inflamma-
tion, or 1 in 169; in Dr. Jobnson's, 63 cases, or 1
in 107; but in Dr. Shekleton's, 180 cages, or 1
in 91. Of those 150 cases, 20 followed upon chlo-
roform inhalation, or 1 in1711! and in the remain-
ing 130 cases, in which it was not employed, the
average mortality was only 1 in 103. In Denham's
report we find 4 cases, or 1 in 14; which, with all
the recorded cases, strikes an average of 1 death
for every 168} persons who took chloroform !}

We also find that during Dr. Colling’ maater-
ship, puerperai convulsions proved fatal in the pro-
portion of 1 in 6; whereasin that of Dr. Shekleton,
when under chloroform, it amounted to 1in 811
and in Denham's cases to 2 in 31!1 or, on the whole,
to 1 in 24111

It appears that, during Dr. Shekleton’s tenure of
ofice, post partum hsmorrhage occurred but once
in every 2537 cases when chloroform was not used ;
yet after its inhalation this complication was pre-
sent in | of every 49 cases. [n Dr. Denbam's re-
port it was present in 1 of every 19 cases ; making,
on the whoge an average occurrence of 1 case of
flooding in every 39] cases that had taken chloro-
fo

Tm.

With respect to the mortality afier perforation,
the report of Drs. Hardy and M'Clintock shows 1
fatal case in every 6, aud *hat of Drs. Sinclair and
Johnston 1 tuevery 5; butif we go alittle below the
surface in the latter report, and examine into 89
cases of perfaration, all of equal severity and danger,
we shall digcover that of the 29 cases in which
chloroform was inhaled 9 died, or 1 in 3{; puer-

inflammation occurred 10 times, or 1 in every
3 cascs ; aud bemo! followed in 3 cases, or 1
in every 10; whereas, of the 70 cases in which this
drug was not employed, only 6 women died or 1
inevery 13; {o tion arose on.y in

some instances, poisoned.
support of these gldou, I shall first refer to
l? several published Reports of the Dublin Lying-

Hospital, We ind, on reference theceto, during
the masterships of Drs. Qolling and Johnson, when
chloroform was not inhaled, that the mortality wes
much less than during that of Dr. Shekleton, when
tis pernicious drag was used—as thus :—in the
report are recorded out of 16,414 delive-
bat 164 deaths, or 1 in 100; in the secord, out

834 deliveries but g& dde:itihs, orl mlmz;
thicd, 13,748 veries are given,
or 1 ﬁ’x 8411 But of t.hmg last
thems wers not chloroformed, of
only 133 died, or 1 in 100, but of the remain-
who took the drug, 30 died, or L in L1i1t
we examine the reported cases of chloro-
Simpson and Denbam, we
248 cases mentioned

»

sgéi

3 or 1 in every 23; and in mo case did
hn:::"\ug! oceur.

Many have testified to the fact that uterine ac-
tion has beun lesstned, and even caused to cease,
by anesthetica; as also that their effect on some
innoteommunn‘h wwithtl‘nqmmyotm: %r‘ug
employed-—as thus : a very large amount not hav-
ingpiny effect upon some, whereas the inhalation of
a aulldue,evenofnfevdro;,hug::
a..'&? almost deep coms in others, . Den|

= {n some, if left to nature. the labor would
probably have besn completed in & somewbat
shorter space of time. The advantages to be
F‘h'd by chloroform in some cases will not be
ound an adequate compensstion for the loss of
power sustained in the muscles of animal and or-

¢ life ; and, wers we to continue its use, I do

m« that the patients would remain undelivered



