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of talented and anmbitions nmen, for reasons of policy; and the safeguards against
usurpation were ton depply interated in their institutions to ha overconie or
superceded. How tluis was accoffplishcd was, for a long period, difficuit te be
understood ; but the intricacy is removcd by the single fact, beforo statcd, that.
the titie was hereditary in the tribe, but elective as between, cert~ain of the male
relatives of the deeased sachem. It w11l uot be neccssary to explain minutcly
how the choice vas miade, furthcr than to say, tbat, if the titie belonged to the
Wolf tribe, the new sachem mnust ha "lraiscd up," to use their own expression,
froni the sanie tribe. As the son of tha sachems was of another tribe, he was out
of the lina of su-cession; but bis brothers were of the Wolf tribe, nnd s0 were
bis sister's sons; hence we flnd that the succession fell upon a brother of the de-
ccased rular, or upon a nephcw-,. l3etween a brother of the deceased and the son
of a sister there was no law establishing a preferance; neither as between several
brothers on one sida, or several sons of a sister on the other, -was thare ahiy law of
primogeniture. They wcre ail equally eligible, and the Iaw of election camse ia
to decide betwecn thin. The choice was made by the vise mnen and matrons of
the tribe; and among the latter the mothar of the deeeazed ruler exercised a de -
cisive influience.

Upon the decease of a sacbem, aud the choice of a sucessor, a counceil of all
the Sachems of the League was conveued to "'raise Up"I the new ruler, and invest
lîini wit.b bis tiLle. To this couincil balonged the exclusive power of investing, with
the office; and nio one eould become a sachenm in faet, until this eeremony of
investiture n'as pcrférmcd. Th)ese councils lastcd several days, aid were attendacl
with mnauy formsand ceremonies. They are stili held ia Western New 'York as
oftcn as cadi alternate year.

Il Thase sachems wcre the rulars of th e peopla, partly by elective, aud partly by
hereditary right; but their duties and autbority wereceonfined exc1usivcly to the
affairs of peaca. When assembled together, thay fornicd the gencral council of
thc league, nnd possessed, lu themacives, thc executive, legislative, and judicial
powers of the Comimonwealth. In the sanie inanner the sevaral sachemis of eci
nation composed the national council, which exercisad a separate gnv'crninent over
aIl the affaira of ticir respective nations, such as- did not relate to thc general
welfare.

"Many ycars after thc formation of thc langne, a new office n'as ereated-tîc
office or title of chief. It n'as of lowcr rank than that of sacham, and was not
hercditaryf. It n'as ia tic strict sense elective, and the reward of merit, and
censed 'with tic lifé of the individual. To tuis cleass the niost distinguishied of he
war captains and orators of tic Iroquois belonged; aînong thein, Tii-yen-du-ne-
ga, or Joseph Brant, and Sa-go-yc--wat-ba, or Red Jacket At the present time
thc Seneca nation, in Western New York, have eighit sachemis, as of old, Who
hold ticir titîca by thc original. tenure, and about sevcnty ehiefs, who hold by
election,

Il It la an intcrcsting fact, that the sachems of the Iroquois at the presant day,
aithougi the league la dismembared, and thc nations are seatterad, stili bear the
saine individuel nanica which were borne by their predecassors at tha establish-
ment of the le-igue.. Thus Hlo-no-we-na-to, which ineans I ceper of the Wam-
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