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whicli took possession of the Asiatic Archipelago, Australia, New Guiiîe.1,
anud Western Polynesia. iThus wc inay reasonably commet the d, a iî;
Jolyîîesian, and Newv Guinea tribes with the oldest civilization of the worid.

It is no use talkingc, as sornle licople do, abouit lcaviuig the hecathen ta)
thie " -natura,ýl progrcss of the race," and supposing that ail the advauic.d
races of nankind began at the level of the savage state, and liave reaelîed
their present state (if culture, civilization, wealthi, auJ libcrty by laws «f
developinent iii incre nature. 'Ihat there is sticb a thjing as deivdolzneit,
we ail admit. Ail thec humnan faculties are capable of developinenit l'y
exercise or training, and every luman bcîng viil of neccssity be develo 1,
to, a certain deg-ree, both in inid and body, by the grrowthl of yeairs aîid
the niecessary struggles of life. Bult that buanan society wvas ever carrie,î
forward a single stcp, iu the niatter of inorality under irncre laws of iiattiral
devclopmcent we utterly dcny. The Greck civilization displayed a hi~b
state of culture, but their lterature from llcsiod downward is 1piute
with traces of sentiment dlerived from the Jewishi and Egyptiani ruligîollýs.
The flonan cîvilization -mas but a propagationi of the Grec], ; and the Tj"U.
tonie race, often named as an example of natural developinent, is ku-ioivn tu
have been set forw'ard by the civilizations it conqucred and its early con.
version to Christianity. What does it xneaîi that so inany races, eîîîp)ires,
and languagTes of the world hiave becoine extinct ? 'Whatevcr inay ' sai.]
of a lawv of natural progrcss, tiiere can be no doubt that a Iaw uf îîaiturî!
deterioration is at wvork, and lias been going ou for agres anmong the pc-tl.'e
under consideration. It signifies nothing to asic for sucli races mure tîrne;
time lias notlîing for theni better than extermination. It requires aGop.
and a faith -above mature to lay hold of theni and raise thein. It is possi.
bic for the livingt and advanced races to go downward, 'but uîever fur t1Iîýu
dead ones to risc, unassisted. We ]lave proofs enougli tha;e pecoules.id-
vanced in culture mnay become savages, bt. noeapeo rc fsr
ages tha.-t bave risei to acivilized state by miere developmienit. lIiow aur
great and powerful races have beconie extinct ! W ù look fur thie ' MlevitcS
wvit1a as littie hope as for Ninuis ixnself. The Assyriains, P'alivl.)iiaxiis
and Medes are ail vanished. Tim Egyptians, Plxociticians, Etrilscalis,
1R'oiianis, once the great pt--vers oi hlistorV aud civilizatioil, are extinet.
Wue xav rest assurcul thiat there cai' [lc no hopie of a rcstor:ttion (if sucieh; a

or of a religions n prisingr of mien, xc 1 tby a superxîatural anî'l Divirie
operation. llro«,çres, limier sin, liv laws caf deve]opmnent is a iciiiD'.
There is iii hiope of progress apart froîn the regrenerative andqucvnL
power of a graiee t1lat tracl.;clds muere niatural conditions, andwq ue :ç
t1inouglily re:îlize tlîis lefore we can lie lxeartv -worlkers in the gyrentvçtp
al.I. refornils-tlitt iîniposed upuxl uis l'y cuir Divine Master-the evaufftiZ. t

tion of the wî'rld.
Altthou-gh thiese i->çudvnesiani races lîad sinik so low, aitil werc stili .L

ing wlhen Chlristi.mity rcarched thieni, wu nsinre fourni a gcod A
on w]uchi tai1uid They liai 1h'st the truc ideas of Gtàtl asreu.l "r


