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this is truc of almost ail the five million Laies people. God lias made and
kept the xnajority of the Siamese and almost ail the Laos people frc froni
the influence of immoral foreignere ; ail are free from. caste ; there is no
seclusion of womcn except among the royal familles ; there are no strong
nationalities, aîad hence no pride whick despises foreigners or is restive
under foreign teaching and direction ; polygamy prevails only among cer-
tain classes in Lower Siam, and tliei- is almost none amnong the Laos peo-
ple. God's preparation is shown,

,Second, in the favor cf the rulers. With few exceptions the kings,
goVernors, and their subordlinates have net only offcred ne open or secret
opposition te the work of the missionaries, but thcy have been positiveiy
friendiy, and iii nany cases have aidcd by grants of' moey, land, and in-
fluence. The few whe have offered decided opposition have been previ-
dentially remioved. Grants of land and of moncy for educational aind
mnedical purposes are stili, occasionally obtained in Lower Siam. Anîong
the Laes the government favor is stili more marked. For the hast flfteen
ycars there bias been a gevernment proclamation of absolute religions tolera-
tion in Siami. And, wvith the possible exception of the Laos whio are under
tuie French, the saine favor -to missionaries is found aimong ail the Laies
officiais outside as well as inside of the kingdloni of Siamn. In every sta-
tion and prospective station of the North Laies Mission, grounl hais been
Ieased, te, the mission te hold " se long as used for the purposes of licalingt"
(by foreigu medicine), " and of teaching the Christian we1-*ten." As Dr.
McGilvary once said, " That means until the millennium.' And this by
a government in whichî Buddhismn is the State religion ! The finger Of
Goa is liere. But anieng the Laos people at Ieast the xnost important
preparation ia wbat we iay cal!,

Thkùd, the. preparation of Budddsm. The Siames and the Laoes peo-
ple have this in comnîon-viz., that, unlike mest countries of Eastern Asia,
their nominal religion is Southeru Buddhism uiinixed witlî Hinduisiu, Cen-
fucianism, or any otiier of the ethnie religions. And Buddhîism, by its
faiure te satisfy the bcad with its pucrile and fantastio stories, ana aise,
because of its thousands of self-cenflictingr teachings andbty its failure to
satisfy the heart with its hifeless painthcism or its agnosicismn, aind its mean-
inglessritual in an unknown tenguie (the Pâli), bas paved the way for a re-
ligion that cati satisfy both head and hear&.

Both the Siainese and the Laoes people differ in this, that the weak
moral nature of the former contents itseîf with the empty ferras. Bud-
dhis-u retains a strong hold and lias a strong outward following ini Lower
Siami, whflc it bas only a nominal follewing amnong the warmor moral
natures of the Laoes people. Se, te its failure to satisfy the Laos hcad snd
he&rt, must bo adcd, as a second negative sort of preparation fer Chris-
tianity, its failure to kcep its own votaries fromi demon-worship. Although
iL denounces deiîuolaitry in terras as strong as amy in our own Bible, yet
itshoila toe weak tekeep thes children of nature frora seeking the sup-
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