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good offices of Mr. Straus at Constantinople and Mr. Bissirige r at

B &ut soveral of these sohools have beeni opcned, but not al, The
Turk pubhicly orders tliem. opCfld andI at the samne tirne takes iiietas-

eles to have tlîem, kept closed. Lt is alrnost impossible to get a permit

to purchase or build for sohool or church purposes. In somo places
trl :ight of public assembly for religious worship has beeil denicd.

S'choI teacliors biave been arrested as disturbers of the peace ; cîîurches
ilave been closed and, a government seal put on the door. The au-

thorities are just now -very jealous of even the foreign press, andI Eu-
repeau or American periodicals -11d journals are wvatchied to soe if

~ûtigof ail unfriendly or critical tenor against Islam or Turkey
S ppas. If so the magazine is flot allowved to enter the empire.

À confliit betw"een Ohristianity and Islam is coming on apace; it
Wlll not be a confiiet of armns, but a struggle for moral supremacy.

1 ;;e Cbristian l aims the r'ight in the name of lier Divine Master to W'in

1 hier iray in the world, whierever slie can by the use of weapons which,
Hie l{imsýelf bas put in lier bauds-persuasion, entreaty, argument,

Y the demonstration of lier great foundation trutlîs, the appeal. of
divine love in sacrifice, tbe toucli of buman sympathy, tbe Word

0! Chjeer, thue deed of kindness, tbe hielpful ministry, the gentie
-C eproof and tbe solemn warning. In this great ministry of ini-

struction and reformation she lias the indorsenient-in fact, slie
is the embodiment of the higliest authority in the universe. Sho
cannot concede that any earthly îtuthority lias the moral riglit-al-

thoingh it 1111- for a time have the power-to forbid lier entranco or

banish lier Icgencies, if sbe is truc to ber message and limits hc-:self to

the simple mietbods andI the spiritual weapons sbe is entitled to use.
The world*is slow te recognize the fact that thie consciences of al

ninaefree. No autbority lias been given to any buman power of

churcli or state te mile thie moral nature. God bas created i E free.
its freedom is essential to its moral accountabilhty. When, therefore,
a civil power undertakes to prob ibi t by force ail coiltact of Chiristian
truth with the consciences of its subjeûts, it is assuming an attitude
whicli is au offense to the higliest moirai righits of the race, and usurp-
iDg a function wbich. does flot rigbtly belong to buman governments.
We doUotdeny tlîat mucli wrong lias been «tuae in this direction in

the name of a false Ohiristianity, but neyer witli the sanction of the
Christianity which the Bible teaclues, andI the Divine Master inspires
and lcads. Lot tbe Clîristianity of our century, and especially of our
41beoyed America, wbiich we believe to be ripening into sometbing
nobler, sweeter, and more beneficent than that of long generations
past, declare for a wvorld-wide liberty of the conscience, and seck by
all gentie asnd proper means to froc the down-trodden nations from,
spiritual slavery, and bring mainkind into tha.t noble andI genial at-
mosplîeî'e where the soul eau liave untrammeled intercourse with. its
Creator and freely seek its own highest welfare as God gives it liglît.


