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JOHN iv: 27-42.1
Golden Texi, John 4: 37.

SHILE Jeans sat resting by the well, bis
disciples had gono into the town of

Sychar to purchase food, the opportunity was
thus affordod for the quiet talk wi1,th the woman
af Samaria. Just as the conversation bad,
reached its climax by ChriBt's announooment
of bis Messiabship, tbe disciples returned frorn
the city. V. 27. 27iey marvelled. The relations
of the sexes wvas very strict among the Jows.
That a woman should be sen unvoilod was
doemod immodest. Talkiug with a woman in
public was forbidden as Ilhigbly indecorous.»
But Jesus bad corne to con vert this woman,
a.nd te mako ber an instrument for the conver-
sion of rnany others, and neither the traditions
cf tbe R~abbis nor the prudish etiquette ofJew-
iab society wou]d prevent hlm. -He had al-
ready bonoured ber witb bis confidence and
by tbis act bad olovated tbe sez to the position
of social equality with man. V. 28. T77e uwn
left.-The presenco of strangera made bier feel
that it was tirno for ber to withdraw and, be-
aides, so deoply irnpressed was she by the in-
terview, sho could not renmain iongeor and was
glad of the opportunity te, haston l'orne iaa fast
s as could and tell bier frielids wbat sho bad
seen and board. The living spring witbin ber
beart was already welliug up and roady te
overfiow, V. 29. Corne, see Ia. 2 :3; Nuni. 10:
29. The very formi of expression used by
Christ birnself, Matt. 11: 28. It is said tbat
wben travelling in the deserta one is sent in
front of the caravan to lookr ont for wator, and
that as soon as it la found ho abouts aloud,
"lCorne!"1 The one neareat te hlm ropoats the
word, "lCorne!" and then the next until tbe
wxilderneas echoes with the word. So in the
Scriptures, Rov. 22:-17. Je not this thre Chist t-
It seemed te ber as almost too good newa te be
trno; but, "lCorne and judge for yourselves."
The rnissionary spirit ini this woman deserves
epocial notice. It la the natural impulse of an
awak-ened and ronewed soul te bring others
under the saine '.nfluenoe Andrew findeth
~his own brother, and Pbilip bis friond Na-
tbaniel, ch. 1: :41, 45. Do likewise, Heb. 13:
16, James 5: 20. V. 35-38. As Jesus saw the
townspeople coming ho points te thorn as the
noblest harvest-a willing people corne te bear
words of etornal ilfe. Tho "sciples sbould
reap the fruit cf his sowing and not only Ho
and they but ail heaven shall rejoico. Luko
15: :10. Vs. 39-42. Two precious days these te
tbe Saviour! No mir-acle, was wrought; but,
convinced by bis aupemnatural knowledge and
bis winning mutbod of presenting the trutb,
many believed. Courage S. S. Toacher! Keep
on sowing thre good seed. In due timo you
aball reap, 2Cor. 9: 6; Gai. 6: 9.

MAY 16. JOHN IV.: 43-54.
Golden Texi, John 4:50.

FTER the two notable daya near Siùechem,
CdJesus passed on northward teGalilee. ille

would go by tbe way of Samaria, thon a splen-
did city, and continuing blis journey through
the plain of Esdraelon, leaving Nazareth on
the left band, ho came te Cana, the sceneo f
bis fiast miraclo, ch. 2. GJalilée, the moat north-
ern of the thîce provinces inte wbich Palestine
was thon divided, n'as noted for beauty and
fertility. Its population was dense, number-
ing between 2 and 3 millions. Itbad a mixed
population. Jews were numerous, less strict,
bowaeor, in their religious observances than
thoso of Judea and, as we bave sean, les
biguted. V. 44. His ou'n country-probably re-
fers to Nazareth, where, ho was brought up
Luke 4:16. V. 45. Many of tho (lalileans h;d
attended the Passover feast at Jerusalern ch.
2:12,13 and woald bring back wonderful ac-
counits of what thoy hiad seen and beard about
Jeanis at that ».ime; this, witbout implying
that they bad been converted, would account
for the favourable reception which be now met
witb in the quiet village of Cana. V. 46. A
noblerncn-An officer in the service of Herodl
the Tetrarch, Math. 14: 1, who bad a palace at
Tiberias on the sea of Galilee, a few miles south
of Capeamaum, which now became the bead-
quartera of our Lord and the scene of many of
bis miracles and discourses, Matt. 9: 1; il : 23.
V. 47. Capernaum was over 20 miles fromn
Cana, which shows that Christ's fame bad
spread over a wide area. The nman's going so
farovidenced sorne faith in Christ's powyer te
beal bis son. Vs. 48, 49. L'xoept ye sce sign.-
This was a marked trait of the Jewiah cbarac-
ter whicli Christ often rebuhked, Malt. 12: 38,
89; and this remark may net now have been
intended spccially for the nobleman, Lut for the
people generally. The nobleman shewed in-
tense earnestnesa by repeating his zequest;
Luke I1: 9. 10. V. 50. Ho believd-ThiEs was a
very hligh exorcise of faith, such as fow people
ln like circumatances would bave reached.
Suppose the case wero your own, would that
answer bave fully satisfied you? Vs. 51-53.
Ho waa in no burry te, go borne new. The
next day ho receives the joyful tidings,- Thy
sun livetih--i r. was more than. a sudden rocovery,
corresponding te, tbe very moment when Christ
bad spoken the word, it was a notabie miracle,
and tho man knew it, but, beat of ail, not only
himsehi, but bis whole farnily aiso were brought
te a saving knowledge of Christ, and ail ho'
cause they bad beon visited viith sickness.
Had that son not been at tho point of death,
noue of the family might have Ilbelioved."
Lam. 3: 32, 33; Rom. 8 :28.
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