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morseless abeorber will not part with adrop. He did
net gather up to scatter again, Not he. He holds on.
Asd be will not part with a drop till you squeesa
him!

Now, brother, thou art & sponge. I would .1 could
vall thee a fouatain pouring forth sparkling watery--
a roservolr gathering only to diffuss again—a flower
sanding thy fragrance in all directigns—a lamp beam.
ing forth the light on every side. Iut, alas, Drother
Sponge! @wust rescrve these significant and delight.
ful application for othier disciples, or for yourself in a
brighter day of your bistory.

Now, Brother Spango, your power of absorption is
wot 90 much the thing that gives you so bad an emi-
nence among your bretbron, as your amaxing retaining
power. The shilling, on its way to your strong grawyp,
is & traveller to a bourne whence fow roturn. Somo
of your brethren absorb you successfully, but away go
again the nimble sixpences, as the young eagles : exult-
10g in their flight, on some errand of love, Some gain
only for the purposs of giving, They love to give Ii-
Lerty to what they hiave gotten. They take cven move
pleasure in scatteting than in acquiring, Having read
-somewhere that it is “ more blessed to give than to ro-
ceive,” thoy feel just so thamselves,

But, Brother Sponge, we cannot make this record of
you. We have known you too Jong. Ve caunot tes-
tify with what vigor, skill, diligance and success, you
oan asquire; butsad witnsses t0o are we of the power
to retain.  Gotting fuirly and honestly we approve,
but the keeping, grasping, holding on, not lotting go,
this gives you a sad position among the disciples, Peo-
plesay, when auy benevolent enterprise is astir, “Don't
call on that brother. You may knock your fingers into
jolly against the door of his heart, and not getin. The
warmest south wind of your appeals will not melt that
rock of ioe

Now, Brother Sponge, do hear ws. Relax these
oifl muscles. Depletion, brother, do yield toit. It
will do you good, and certainly others will get good.
Youdonot know how much better you can pray.
There is 400 much silver and gold upon your wings.
You cannot fly.

Besides, your brethren fool sad at the chasm be-
tween you and them. Come over where they are, and
bring a warm, affectionate, and giving heart, and umite
with theirs. Your surrender to the practical power of
the great principles of Christian benovolenco will elec-
trify some of them. Thoy will rise higher themsclves,
as they seo you rise.

“ But my nioney is bard earned—it is all my own,
1 give when, and where, and to the extont I ghink
kesty and I want no impertinent interference in this
aatter. Vil doasT please”

Well, Brother, you will find absorptior. will not al-
ways Le the order of the day. I vour accumnlations
will not find their way in some form, like the freely
tawirg stream, to bless the world, thoy will bo Jet loose
1 se.at other way.  You will get squeczed, Lrother,
L.penduponit. When tha gripe is strong cnough,
thespange must yield. And it i3 sometimes strong
~nough to take away every drop.  Luok out Just there
~znosleft adeop!

ae word more.  Perbaps, Brother Sponge, you do
c.” like the title—but it scerncd, sumhow, to como up
it tue finst thought of' you.  Dut we wiil urop it just as

*-a a3 you will make it clear that it is no longer pro-
werly applied-~Fran,
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INCLEMENT SABBATIS. —From a metéorrical jour-
ral for ten years past, kept at Dartmouth College, the
ermoat Chreniclo ascertains the facts=-1. That noar-
v ouc-fourth of the Sabbaths are stormy. 2. Nearly

-e-:ixth are excessively hot or cold. 3. Consulerably
. ore than cne-third are, from all causes, inclement.
~secpt in 1845, no other year of the ten bas had so
2oy such Sabbaths a8 1852, Those individuals or
tsmiliex that excuse themselves from the Louse of God
vecause of unpleasant woather—and they are not few—
laso the benefits of public worship nearly hall the year.
Acd the loss is a most serious one to themselves, to
cowinunity, and to the ministry. We once knew a
noed man, who lived more than three miles from the
house of God, and was often tempted by the ¢ signs
of the sky,” ta stay at home with bLis family on the
Sabbath : he sometimes yielded to the temptation, not
without an occasional twinge of conscience; at length
Le resolved that he would never absent Limself from
God’s house on account of (he weather, unless it was
%0 bad a¢ {0 prevent his going to the village where it
stood, for the addition of a dollar to his purse. 4 Ne.
vor,” said be, towards the close of Lis life, % never, alter
wmaking this rosolution, did any Sabbath occur so hot

ot 30 cold, 80 windy or stormy, thatlcouldnouttendl

o o——————

with my brethren, the publie worehip of God I 'This
man lived to be cighty yoars of age, hal a family of
thirteen, * sons and daughters"—all of them as regular
attendants ny himslf at the village chnrche<two of
them becamo mini«ters of the Gospal s all of them gave
themselves tathe Lord in their early daps: and their
descendants aro now scattered everywhere, diffusing
the apirit of their parents over tho rommunits whors
their lot is cast. 8> much for honunng God, by not
forsaking the assemblivs of the saints, on nccount of
murky or inelement Sabbaths,

Feam the Prt, Charclonan,

A Srreivex oF New York Svanorisn—T o
corner-stone of the new Zion Church, at the corner of
Madison Avenue and Flirthy-cishth strdots, was laid
on the Gthinst, by the K. Rev. Provisonal Bishop—
The rector, the Rev. Richard Cox, deliversd an ad-
dress, a portion of which was devoted to the explanativn
of the symbolical meaning of the nave, * the most holy
place,” aisles, butteeey, trefoliated winduws.and trace-
rios, heads, &2 We have 1ot been fiaoured with a
copy, but are led to infer from tha following criticism
in the Evangelical Catholic, that » much of the sym.
bolic and mysterious is forbidden trearure exeept to
bim who bas the key of knowledgo to unlodk sts war-
vels.” In the preseut case the koy certainly does not
fit the lock :—

BAXCT-issimum SANCTORUM.~~"Tho explanation of
the symbolism of tho new Zion Church, siven at tho
laying of the corner stono (a reportud in oue of the

y prints,) represents  tho mast holy pluce within the
chancel rails for the priest alone.” 'L'bisis an unforta.
nate bit of symbolism, unless there is to be & place in
the Zion on Mutray Hill, for St. Paul says, % Having

relore, bretlren, boldness to enfer info the Roliest by
the blood of Jesus, lct us draw near,” &c. Thisis out-
poping the Pope, for the High Altar in St. Peter's is
without any such exclusive fenos of sanclity, and in o
churches, the boys who asvist the priest
at a3 represantatives of the laity, ars of course
within the sacrarfum. e have always supposed that
it is more for tho sake of convenience, it giving a sup-
port to the communicants while receiving, than for any
especial significance, that the Holy T'able in our churchs
es is surrounded by rails. They scrve to protect it
againstinjury, abuse, or rude approach, and 3o have the
sanction of the apostle canon about decency and order,
but surely are not meant for a procul, procul este to the
faithful—Zvany. ‘Cath,
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INFLUENCE OF TuM MiNtsTRY.—At the last day
what a throng of witnesses will there bo to the effuct
of John Newton's ministeations.  We ara now feeling
this effect in the hymns of Cowper, in the writings of
Duchanan, who owed his religious character to the in.
strumentality of Newton-—writings which are said to
have first awakened the miwionary spirit of our own
Judson ; in the works of Dr. Seott, another monument
of Newton's fidelity, and a spiritual guide to hundreds
of preachers and thousands of liyiacn, in the words and
deuds of Wilherforee, who aseri’ od a large share of bis
own usefulness to the exawple and counsels off the same
father.  Edmund Burke on his death-bed sent an ex-
preesion of his thanks to Mr. Wilberforee for writing
the Practical Christiwity, atreatize which Burke spent
the List two days of his hte in porsing, and from which
he eonfexsel himself” to have derived much profit . a
treatise which has reclained hundreds of educated men
from irreligion, but which woull prolably never been
what it now i-, bal not its auther cen favoured with
dewton's advice and svipathy,  Wlat shall wa pres
dict as the ultmate result of Whitfield's tore than
cigbteen thousand addresses-from ihe puipit, and of the
impulse which he gavo to the activity of the whole
Church, friends and toos, in Amenca and Britain 7—
His power was felt Ly Ilume, Bolingbroke, Foote,
Chesterfield, Garrack, Rittenhouse, I ranklin, Enkine,
and Edwards; by the miners and colliers, and fishermen
of England. tbe paupers and slaves, and Indians of
America. ¢ Had \Whitfield never been at Cambuslang,
Buchanan, humanly speaking, might never have been
at Malabar. N
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Tus annxf—llow,c(ynes it that that little volume,
composed by humble men, in a rude age, when art ang
science were but in their childhood, has exerted more
influencoe on.the human mind, and on the social system,
thauall the other books put together? Whence comes
it that this book has achioved such warvellous changes
in the opinion of mankind—has bauished idol worship
bas abolished infanticide—has put down polygamy and
divorce-exalted the condition of women—raised the
standard of public morality~-created for familics that
blessod thing, a Cbristian home--and caused its other
triumphs by causing benevolent institutions, open and
expangive, (0 spring up as the wand of enchantwent ?
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TIMES.

What sort of a book is this, that aven the winds and
waves of human paseions obey it ?  Whatother engine
of social improvement has operated so long, and yet
lost none of its virtus ? Sinco it appeared, many boast.
ed plans of amelioration have been triod and failed,
many codes of jurisprudence bave arisen and run their
course, and expired. Empire afler empire has been
lam}c‘ed on the tide of time, aud gone down, leaving
no trace on the waters. Dut this book is still going
about doing good, leaving society with its boly princi-
plese-checring the sorrowful with its consolation—
strengthening the tempted—encouraging the penitent
—calming the troubled spirit--and smoothing the pil-
lowof death. Can such a book be the offpring of hu-
man genius ? Docs not tho vastness of its effects de-
monstrate the excellency of the power to bo of God ?
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A Poor MAX's Wisit—I asked a student what
three things he most wished. Ho said ¢ Givo mc
books, Liealth, and quict, and I caro for nothing more.”

Tasked a miver, and be criod, “ Money—money—
money "

I asked & pauper, and ho faintly said, % Broad—
bread—bread 1"

Iasked a Drunkard, and ho loudly called for strong
drink. Tasked the multitude avound me, and they
lifted up & confused cry, in which Iheard the words
4 wealth, fame and pleasure.”

1 asked a poor man, who had long borne the charac-
terof an experienced Christian: he replicd that all
his wishes could be met in Christ. 1Mo spoke scriously,
and I asked him to explain. He said, % I greatly de-
sire those three thinge—first, that I may be found in
Christ ; secondly, that I may be like Christ ; thirdly,
that I may be with Christ” Ihave thought much of
his answer, and (he more I think of it the wiscr it
seems.
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Tax EviL oF PROCRASTINATION~It s an ill time
to caulk the ship when at ses, tumbling up and down
in a storm. This should have been looked to when on
her seatin the harbor. And asbad it is to begin to
trim a soul for heaveu when tossing on a sick-bed.
Things that are to be dons in a hurry are seldom done
well. A man called out of his bed at midnight with a
dismal fire in bis houss top cannot stand to dress him-
solfin order, as at another time, but runs down with
one stocking half on, may be, ang the other not oa at
all. These poor creatures I am afraid go in as illa
dress into anothier world who bogin to provide for it
when on a dying-bed. Conscicnce calls them up with
acry of bell-fire in their Losowms; but, alas, they must
go, thoughthey have not time to put their armor on .
and so they ara put to repent at leisure in hell, of their
shufiling up a repentance in baste here —Gurnalle
Christian” Arinor,
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Tur Cimsese RenkirioN—Dr. Medhurst, an
English Missionary, speaking of a proclamaticn which
Lo hastranslated, says that whether it is genuine or
not, “one thing is certain—the movement has shaken,
not enly the empire, but idolatry to the vory bace,
and may be the prelude to the thorough opening of the
whole country to the Messengers of the gospel.  The
progress of the rebellion is suck that the chicf citics of
the emnpire are menaced, and the tottering dynasty has
callud upon the British government tu interpose for s
protection. .

ReLiGron At Huate—% Let them learn first,” says
Paul, *to show picty at Lome.” Religion should beginin
the family. The holfest sanstuary is home. The family
altar is more venerable than that of the cathedral. The
education of the soul for eternity should begin and Le
carried on at the fireside. .
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Mr. G. 8. Faber has announced, from history and
prophecy, that for the next twelve years that there
will be a war in Europe such as the world has never
known. Louis Napoleon and the Pope are about to
perish, and by a dignified  taking of”~-by means of
voleanoes! The war is to end in the mountains of
Judea |
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A man whom Dr. Johnston reproved for following a
uscless and demoralizing business, caid in excuse, You
know, doctor, that I must live.” This brave old hatcr
of everything mean and hateful, coolly replied that * Le
did not see the mecessity of that
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Mrxrarnysics.—A Scotch politicat econcmist being
asked the meaning of metaphyics, explained as fol.
lows: “ When a party who Jistens dinna ken what the
party who speaks meant, and the party wha speaks din.

nd ken what he meant himself—that is motaphysice”



