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to teach and to preach, but we do not read that he|passions, prejudices, intérests, dispositions, judge-

ever directed them to write.
our adversaries, that the scripture is the only rule
of faith, Cbrist must have commanded the apos-
tles to write ; for he unquestionably commanded
them to leave us a petfeet rule of faith,  The
doctrine then of an exclusive seriptur.l rule of
faith rests on the supposition, that Cinist com-
manded his apostles to write.  Now, as the com-

Supposing with |mments, situations ?

I think God could not have
commanded every member of the human family to
prescrve unity of faith, and to leave them no other
than these means to preserve that blessi g, [n
fine what has been the conscquence of this princi-
ple, that the scripture is the only rule of faith?
Thousands of discordant sects have sprung from
it, cach purporting to be the only true chureh, cach

mands i3 no where reeorded in scripture, themaintaining their peculiar tenets and confidently
doctrine rests on nothing but the absolute want of ;appealing to the scripture for the support of these

scriptural proof. Nay more, as the scripture is the
.only rule of faith, no sacred tenet can be believed
or &1y other authority ; surely then it cannot be
, believed, ¢ that Christ commanded his apostles to
. write,”? consequently, it cannot be proved that
their writings constitute this peifect rule. This
admission of the doctrine seems to lead us to the
most absurd consequernces.

Whoever will peruse the scripture with atten-
tion and without prejudice, will I imagine, draw
any other than this conclusion—that it was meant
for a perfect rule of faith. The four first books

< are four historical sketches of the birth, public life
and death of the Redzemer. The first was writ-
ten in Syro Chaldiac, and left by §t Matthew as a
mark of his attachment to the Jewish converts, be-
- fore he left Jerusalem. The second is only an

abridgement of the first, and was originally writ-

ten in Latin by a disciple of St Peter. The third

is in some points more circumstantial than the first

and was composed in Greek: and the fourth was
written for the express purpose of refuting certain
heretics, who denied Christ’s divinity.
written last of the canonical works, The remain-

ing part of the new seriptute contains the acts of

the apostles, which is an historical registet of some
actions of St Paul, duting a certain period of his
life. It was sentto an illustrious individual, to

. give him correct information on the subject of

which it treats, because so many incorrect state-
ments had gone abroad. The epistles which fol-
low were written as emergencies called fr them,
to supply for the presence of their authois with
those to nhom they wrote.

ssindividuals.  The last booi is the apocalypse, a
book from its depth and obscurity, iil calculated
to he pait of an exclusive rule of faith,  Now can

~ it be justly supposed, that the union of these de-

.tached preees could be intenled to form a perfect

. rule of faith acd conduet, without any other rule,

guide, or authority, for all mankind; for those
that ate unacquainted with the otiginal languages,
. as well as those that ore verseq in them ; for those
<. ¥ho cannot read as well those who can ; for those
~.Who .are ineapable of reasoning, as well asgood lo=

gicians; in a word for all men with their various

This.was

They geuerally turn
: on sowne patticular community, and frequently to

tencts. ‘There must certainly be some other au-
thority.
Oy ——" — ——

General Intelligence.

THE LOVE OF THE CHURCH.

Caupesec —The Church here, 1s one of the
most beautifel in this country~—so rich in archi-
tectural beauty. It contains sowe of the finest
painted glass I ever saw ; not bits and scraps close
ly put together, butfine votive windows telling
their whole pious history in characters of ruby and
sapphire—truly ¢ storied windows, richly dight!
‘The scuipture about the church is very rich and
graceful. The side porches of the magnificent
west front are bended back with a singular ele.
gance. I am told that this church has one of thos
enthusiastic devotees who are generally to be found
attached to cathedrals, So far from thinking thy
remarkable. 1can imagine nothing more fitted v
inspire a passion than a nobie Gothic church, cloth
ed, inside and out, with all that the imagination o
man could devise to embellish religion—to mak
present and visible the most beautiful and subline
of all eonceptions. Joined to the veneration in
spired by itg purpose. is that inspired by antiquiy
—and by the tender solicitude with which ever
trace of ¢ Time’s eflacing fingers’ must he followe
over so much irreparable beauty. The lover:
Caudeber Churceh is said to devote to its conser
vation all higspate money, and his incessant watd
fuluess. He has all my sympathy, respect ar
zood wishes, Mr. Murray tells you that the chure
ot St. Gertrude has been recently repaiied byi
parish., And how? “Ces braves genssc o
saignes a blace,’—said a geatleman of the neizg
bourhor1 who came generously to their aid—¢ pa
restorer leur eglise.” It was a ruin ; and these s
lagers contributed, not only their money, but
labour of their hands till it was perfectly restora
And now it is the pride and joy of their hearts.
bave not yet had time to visit it; but its situvati
on the slope of the fine wonded hills overlooki
the lovely valley, with its bright gushing bro
and pleasant niills,  have seen with delight-

Atheneum, July 18, . .



