The

Cross. 1487

-tell him” that the Pope wished to 3peak'

to him.

The man slowly approached, and
when he had come up to the carriage,
he fell on his knees and bowed doswn
his head without uttering a word.

The Pope said to him in the kindest
tone. My chiid! you have been fol-
lowing e for a long time. What is
your object ? Have you any request to
make; or do you desire our paternal be-
nediction ?

The stranger shook his head in token
of dissent,

What is your name?

The unknown moved his lips, but the
fope alone heard what he said.

Do you wish to confess to me ?

Yes, Holy Father:
great that I am persuaded there is but
one man on earth who has received from
God sufficient power to impose suitable
penance on me, and impart me the
¢ grace of absolutied, and Your Holiness
is that person. ]

My ¢kild, replied Pins VIL with
muen gravity, we must never doubf of
Heaven’s mergy. Yoeur erime is, per-
haps, éxesedingly great, but surely God
is infinite in goodness.

Oh! after what [ have done, eaid the
unknown, whose voice beeame fainter
every moment, after svhat I have done,
it is perhaps an insult to Heavcn, to ask
© itg farngeness
. Na, but such a thqugh es that, is an
.;nau}t to the divine clemeéncy. As yop
sﬁge ﬁ}l,,pe,mxtted to twe, ?ou mustsee

-

-

tand departed.

my crime IS 80

it is because the Almighty wishes to
give you time to repent. I will hear
your confessiou this evening.

Holy Father. you must have great
courage. Oh, I hope that we will be
quite alone, and that the doors wa be
well closed.

Pius VII. reflected for a mpmem,?nd .
cast 2 look at the stranger which ptereed
hisinmost soul. After a mamentﬁ .6l- ..
lence, he said : “ Take this pager, !3’1)’:
child. With this pass, sxax‘ed by -my
own hand, )Q\uuli gam qdmmanpe t(;ﬂ
me at any hour.” cmtaeen

He took the_paper, r.ancealeﬂ ,‘x@\m
his bosom, bowed: dowy to, the, easthy
Ths enAs (W rem

Bnthe evening of the semni day: iy
had an interview with the Pope -tyhich
lasted more than tywo houwrs. Mo Ik
man being will ever kmnow what 'teel: -
place beiween thent, duzing-thié solenym
interview. DBui when it was over, and
the Prpe had rung his dell, the Cardi~
nal who first entered wasse toryified st
the palensss of the Holy Father, that he
was 2bout to put the stranger under sr-
rest, ‘The Pepe made a sign which
prevented the Cardinal, and with a.5.Rq
tle waveof the hand, dirceted the gtx'agr
ger to withdraw. ee's

About two months after. this scenss,
a stranger presented himself befox rhg
Mayor of the little town of ———, .and
declared that he;hed come to..restip
there. The condudt of this yap; -dopn
beeame the subject piuniversal corn.s-
ity., Hg took up LAY guaz:ters at {:afs ex-



