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“ LOVEST THOU ME?”

How lightly some can speak of love,
Aund call the Saviour dear,

Who seldom hft the'r hearts above,
Or throb with holy fear.

They say they glocy iu the Crosg,
Yet noue themselves they bear;

They think, while free from pain and loss,
The martyr’s crown to wear.

But love is just the hardest thing
A man ean learn to dos

And that of which ten thousands sing
Is underst .l by few.

It is not but u passing thrill,
A ray of winter's sun;

It is the heart, and mind, and will
By which our life is done.

It yiclds, if God should ask for much
Nay, if He asks for ali;

It welcomes ¢'en the chastening touch,
And hears His lightest call.

If truly we would Jear to live,
To love we must b

Yet who ¢ force hum wif to give
\What only grace can win ?

My Saviour, if I dare not say
That I have love 1o Thee,

Do Thou, I pray Thee, day by day,
Reveal Thy love to me.

And thig shall be ~av rapture, when

Before Thy dace 1 bows
I ouly wished to love Thee then,

I Znow L love Thee now.

—Sel.
A HINDU IIUSRAND'S CREED.

The Hinda idea of marriage is curious. A
man both day and nizht must keep his wife
s0 much in subjection that she by 1o means
be mustiess of her o n actions I the wife
has hier own free will, notwithstunding she
is of superior caste, she will go amiss. A
woman shall never go out of her house with-
out the cunsent of her husband, and shall
pay proper respect to her husband’s father.
the spivitual guide and her guests, and shall
not eat until she has first served them with
victuals (if it is medicine she may take it be-
fore they cat); a woman shall never go toa
stranger’s house, and shall not stand "at_the
door, and must uever look out of a, window.
1f a woman, following her own inclinations,
goes whithersoever shé chdoses and does not

" regard the words of hermaster, such a wo-

man shall be turned away., If a man gocs
ou a journey, his wife shall not divert her-

\

! self by play, not see any public play, nor
laugh, nor dress heiself with jewels or fine
clothes, nor see dancing, nor hear musie, nor
sit at the window, nor ride, nor behold any-
thing rate or choice, but ehall fasten well
the house deor and remain private; and
shall not eat any dainty victuals, and shall
not view herselt in a mirror; she shall not
excercise herself in any agreesble ewmpluy-
ment during the absence of her husband.

DIGNITY AND DUTY OF THE ELDER.
BY REV. JOSEPH FR. KERK, D. D,

He is found as far back ns the ways of
Moses from which time on down to the cap-
tivity he is largely a civil «flicer, chosen by
the people to exereine governmental author-
ity. When the synacogue system appears
he is ceen upon its beuch, with functions
more ecclesinstical and religious ; and in the
early Christian churches his identity as a
spiritual overseer becomes suill plaiuer, al-
though he is not commissioned to preach, the
Apostles recognizing two parts in the pres
b, terial oflice—teaching and governing, as
in the synagogue there were elders who
rend and expounded the Scriptures and tra-
ditions, and elders who munased in matters
of order and discipline. Inove of the let
ters to Timothy we get the exhortation,
‘Lt the elders that rule well be considered
worthy of double nonor, especially they who
labor in weid and doctrine.”  Thus the rul-
ing elder moves into his own place in the
Christian society, lesing nothing of his pres-
tige. shaving ordination  with his teaching
Lrother. equal with him in the governing
pe:ogative, and dittering from hin solely in
not veing chosen 1o ministey in word and
dactiine,  The testimony of the Fathers and
Reformers puts honor on his head and power
in his band, as one who bears rule in the
Lovt’s house, and the necessities of the pres-
ent day are emphasizing his oflice to a degree
that is as remarkable as it is gratifying.

He gets no stated salary, he is not paid in
the shekels of the sanctuary, albeit his con-
stitutional right to renumeration, along with
his teaching brother, and both as the peo-
ple’s representatives, could, I think, be just-
ly raised. But he is usually in business, or
the pnssessorof a comfortable income, and
s0 the honor of his place is deemed suffici-
ent, togetaer with-the personaljoy of doing
the will of Christ. The teaching elder has
.50 secular employment ; if he has, it should
he closed out, that he may give himself sole-
ly to the duties of his spivitual sphere, de-
pending for livelihood upon the provision
that they who preach the gospel shonld live
for it. The ruling elder sees this, while
holding the principle of parity,and leads the




