1244

Rate Gricvance Commission.

S. J. McLean, commiasioner apprint-
«d by the Dominion governmen to
vngukre Into the quostion of rajlway
e grievances, opened his Edmon-
ton sittings tn the town counctl cham-
ber on Tuesday forenoon at 10.30, 1.
F. McNaughton, 18 seoretary of <he
commission. The Edmonton board of
trade was represented by the pres)-
dent, J. H. Garlepy, and the secretary,
F., Fraser Tims, The Strathcona
board of trade was represemted by J.
H, McDonald, of the Plaindealer.
There were present; W, Johnstone
Walkor, T. W, Lines, of Brackman-
Ker, A. 13, Campbell, of the Dowlng
Mililng Co., ¥, T. Fisher, of the H. B.
Co., J. S. Wilimote, of the Mechants
Bank, J. T. Blowey, W. T. Henry and
F. Oliver, M. P,

Mr, Gariepy, president of the Kd-
monton board of trade, opened the
pmoceedings by welcoming the com-
missioner to Edmonton and expressing
the hope that his work would be of
benefit to the Territories and to the
country.

The authority from the ministor of
raflwuys under which the commission
sat was then read by the secrotary,
and Mr. McLean suld that statements
made to him would be oonsidered in
connection with proposed amendments
to existing legislation regarding cail-
way rates.

F. Fraser Tims, secretary of the
board of ¢ade, then read the following
statement from the board.

Edmonkon, Alta., Aug. 20, 1901

Sir,—Re  freight rate grievance,
There i3 also the question of passen-
ger rate gelevance, and this latter
Subject we beg 0 treat with first.

Passenger rates. It is found that
all Canadfans age  discriminaked
against when it comes to buying a
ticket from any of the eastern prov-
inces in the Dominion to the Terri-
torles, in proportion ¢o foreigners com-
ing elther feom the Unlted States or
Europe. The cost of the tickets from
the United States or Europe, of course
we cannot glve, as we have not the
different passenger schedules of rates,
but the fact remains that it is so, and
we have no doubt that you can ecasily
verify <he matter This 4s a great
detriment to the growth and weifare
of ¢he Northwest Territories as a
whole, as {t really means the retarding
2! Canadians coming and seceing and
settling in the west, and In conge-
quence we believe hundreds of Cana-
ddans move annually to the United
States through lack of chcapor rates
to_the Canadian west.

Re freight rates, Inward: Like
every other point in the Territories,
Edmonton pays & very heavy inward
freight on everything it has to Import
from Ontarlo, or other eastern pro-
vinces, In comparison with the through
rates given to British Columbia points,
fspeclally where any competition ex-
sts,

Following are the )cal rates from
Mantreal to Edmonton :—

1st olass—383.84.

2nd class—$3.71%, or lake and rall,
3244,

3rd class—$2.941%.

4th class—$2.1633.

5_1_3 class—31.92, or

«40,

Brantford, Hamfilton or Toronto :—

1st class—3¥3.84.

2nd clase—$3.23,

3drd class—G2.06.

4th class—$1.97.

Oth class—$1.75.

Winnipeg to Edmonton :—

Ist class—$2.69.

2nd clars—3$2.08.

3rd class—$1.G6.

4th clagy—$1.07 carload lots.

Fort Willtam to Edmonton .—

Sale, 70c in car Joad lots. Salt costs
at Fort Willlam 65¢ per 200 Ib. Vag,
and the freight, therefore, comes to
$1.38 per bag.

Vancouver to Edmonton .—

Sugar la car lots—$1.08,

Qutward freleht,—

Green salt hides from Edmonton (o
St. John, N. B., special rate of §1.7G,
while on the same goods from Victor-
ia, Vancouver or other British Colum-
ua points to St. John, N. B., i3 only
$1.01. Bacon in carload lots is ship-
ped from Winnipeg to Nelson, B. C,,
for $0¢c per 100-1bs.. while Edmonton,
which Is several hundred miles nearer,
to Nelson, has to pay §1 in car lots.

At present the question of cheaper
rates from Edmonton and all Jotal
points on the C. & E. rallway to our
natural markets In the west is a vital
necessity. A careful estimate of the
crop Irom the Red Deer river north-
ward to, and including the dlstricts
surrounding Edmonton, shows that

lake and rail,
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there will not be less than three and
possibly four milllon bushels of oats
for export market, notwithstanding
the false reports about the poor crop
scattered broad-cast, it is hoped not
for maliclous purposes, as nelther
Edmonton nor any other portion of the
Dominion ever had u better prospect
of an immense yleld thun our present
crop, und unless we get lower freight
rates to all points in Iast and \Weat
Kootenay, the Kettle River district,
along the main line of the C. P. R. and
coast points, it 1s guing to be a ser-
lous matter to the whole of Northern
Alberta’s sottlers, and it 18 trusted
that you will put the matter before
tho proper authorities.

As far as can be learned by our
board oats are being brought Into the
boundary line country of B, C. from
the United States, and the only reason
that this is 80 i3 owing to cheaper
freight rates, as there 8 a duty ot 1Uc
per bushel on oats or equal to & freight
of 30c on 102 1bs, The <reight rate
from Edmonton to Nelson, Sandon or
Vancouver on oats 13 3¢ per 100 ibs,

With the oountry in Northern Al.
berta developing as quickly as 1t is
thousands of acres of new crops being
put In yearly, a market must be had
for our grains, beef, pigs, poultry, but-
ter, cggs, ctc., or else it is no use our
being the large producers this section
has become, and to get & market we
must have large reductions in freight
rates,

The local freight rate question on
the C. & E. railway is a serlous pro-
pusition and debars Edmonton, as a
wholesuale centre from deveioping 13
trade, and this matter §s now under
correspondence with the general traflic
manager of the €. I 1. at \WVinntpeg.

Our board thinks that it I8 only nec-
essary to make this bricf statement as
it has no doubt that at every point
you have visited you will have found
the same cause for complaint, namely,
excessive passenger rates from all
Canadtan provinces, heavy nward
Zreight on all our necessary commodl-
ties and cxcessive freight on all we
have to ship. Another secrlous griev-
ance i3 the non-dellvery of mails such
as was the case of Edmonton when
this summer we were without any
mail on whole C. & E. rallway for
twelve days, although the Dominton
government Is  paying sald railway
$80,000 per annum as subsidy for car-
rying the mail.

Yours obedlently,
Sgd.) J. H, GARIEPY,
Pres. Edmonton Board of Trade.
To Professor S. J. McLean, Commis-
sloner Freight Rate Grlevances, Ed-
monton, Alta.

T. W. Lines was called on and desir-
ed to emphasize the remarks contained
in the statement read regarding rates
to the Paclfic coast as compared with
those to Fort Willlam. We were pay-
ing 3oc to the coast and 30¢ to Fort
Willlam, nearly twice the distance. He
ateo spoke of the refusal of the C. P.
R. to grant Edmonton a distributing
rate, a3 had been given Calgary. Some
years ago Calgary had dbeen glven a
trader's rate 15 per cent. below the
1egular rate. Recently they had been
siven a distributing rate of 25 per
cent. With that rate they could com-
pete with Edmonton dealers as far
north as Leduc.

A, B, Campbeil complained of the
local rates on flour glven the Edmon-
ton mills as compared with the rates
given Winnilpeg milis. Winnipeg milis
were given a rate of 43c per 100 on
flour to Edmonton, 1,050 miles, while
Edmonton mills was charged 20¢ to
Olds, 140 miles, and 24c to Calgary,
200 miles, 1In less than car lots the
rate to Olds was 38c. He oonsldered
the difference between car lots and
less than car lots too great.

F. T. Fisher complalned of the lack
of distributing rates such as had been
given Calgary as a hardship. Edmon-
ton merchants &ad already paid
freight once over the road and they
were refused a reduced rate to send
such goods part of the way back;
while Calgary morchants who had
only pald the frelght to Calgary, were
given the reduced rate ¢o gend it on.
IXdmonton dealers were competing for
trade nlong ¢he C. & E, line, but the
rates accorded Calgary placed them at
a great disadvamage. The board of
trade had supposed that it was only
necessary 1o call attention to the facts
to have the grievance remedicd. But
Mr. McInmis' letter, recently recelved
by the board showed that the company
did not propose to rcmedy ft.

J. T. Blowey compared the rates on
furniture to Vancouver and ¢o Ed-
monton. From Ontarlo to Edmonton
the lowest rate was $1.88 and to Vice
toria, it was $1.12. Delivery at Vic-
toria tnvolved not only the loager anid

mone exponsive haul to ¢he coast, but
algo transhipment at vVancouver and
o short sea voyage s weil. The mini-
mum welght allowed on n 35 foot car
of furniture was 14,000 Jbs, It was
not possible <o get thai weight of
omdinary assorted furniture into a
car unless it were partly knocked
down. This cost probably as much to
set up on arclval as the extra freight
would amount to had [t been shipped
stunding.  Mr. Blowey also consider-
ed that the extra charge on through
rates vver the C. & E. branch were out
of proportion to the charges on the
main lne.

F. Oltver, M. P, spoke of ¢he export
rate on oats towards ¢he weyg!, Some
years a0 the present rales wese ad-
justed on the usual basis of what the
trafiic would bear, and for a time were
fadrly satlsfactory. But conditions
had changed. Production cast of ¢he
mountaing had increased more rapidly
whan the capuacsty for consumption
west of the mountasns, ‘Dhe present
rated had cnabled us to compete with
the producers of the United States for
the tetwdle of Kootenay., What was
needed now was a wate that  would
give ¢he whole trade of the Kootenay
20 Canadlan producers, and shut out
United States competition. On  the
basls of the rates charged on cast
bound grin from points on ¢he main
itne of the C. P. R. the same distance
from Lake Superior as Edmonton was
1rom the coast we were eniitled to a
substantial teduction, not as a mat-
ter of favor but as a matter of right
and fair play. We must have such a
reduction in order to reach a market
with <he crop of oats now In sight in
Norkh Alberta.

In conversation Mr. McLean sajd
that he would be employed in the
present Iuvestigation untll the end of
September.  His report would be pre-
pared In ¢ime for submission to par-
Hament at its next session.—Edmonton
Bulletin.

WINNIPEG BUOARD OF TRADE
COUNCIL MEETING.

There was & meeting of the council
of the Board of Trade on Monday in
connection with the sitting of the
royal commission on freight rate
srievances. The freight rates com-
mittee reported that they had ar-
ranged with ¢the commissloner, Prof.
Mcl.ean, to hold a sitting here early
in September on his return from the
coast and that they had compiled
certatn data on frelght rates which
would be fumher considered with the
view of submitting ¢he same to Prof.
McLean,

On motion the standing committee
of the board on freight rates was ine
structed to make such representations
to the commissloner as they deemed
advisable.

The president ceported <¢hat, with
some members of the councll, he had
taken advantage of the visit of Mr.
MceNicol, of the C, P. R., to the olty
and made represeatations to him in
conmnection with the purchasing of
merchandise in the cRy by the C. P.
R. Co., when Mr, McNicoll had as-
surcd ¢he deputution that it was thelr
desire, when prices would permit, to
purchase all the supplles possible én
Winnipeg for usc In the ddstrict trib-
utary to Wohunlpeg.

In connection with the mequest from
the Indilan Head board of trade that
the Xmperfal Limited traln should
stop at that piace far distributing and
recelving mails, it was ceported that
the post oflice authoritles had ex-
plained that nearly all tHe <¢owns
along the main line had made the
same request, and that the rallroad
people had stated ¢hat it was impos-
sible to stop at all these poimks, and
that, In conscquence, the postal au-
thoritles had no power to recelve and
deliver malils at Indlan Head direct
from the Limited.

A request was made that the board
should give an expression of opinlon
as to ¢he value of bringing electric
power from Lac du Bonnet to the
city, the approximate horse power
used at present and the present cost,
and the board's views as to the In-
creasing use i such power should be
avajlable at a Teasonably low price.
The council gladly consonted to do
this.

Mr. W. B. Lannigan, general frejght
agent of the C. P. R, was elecled a
member of the board.

The secretary was directed to write
the general passanger agent of the
C. P. R. asking what arcangement,
it any, had been made to infern the
public of the hours of arrival of de-
layed Impenial Limited and other
tralng, and to vepresent that very
great inconvenience was caused to the

public by the lack of definite informa-
tion, and to urge that every possible
means be taken to accommodate the
publie in this regard.

The counoit then adjoumed.

Car Service Charges.

WHh the busy graln shipping sea-
son ahead, the C. P, R. offleinls are
taking precautions to prevent a short-
age of cars. The following circutar
fetter to shippers was issued this week
from the oftice of . R. Moalnnes,
assistunt freight traftic manager of
western lines:

“Serjous loss and inconvemience to
shippers and this company have been .
caused by the unnecessary delay fn
loading and unloading cars. Shippers
ane frequently unable €o procure cacs
for toading while other parldes are
keeping them under load on traok,
thus cencumbering the tracks and
greatly interfering  with the peompt
movementeof freight., It 18 expected
that there will be & very heavy move-
ment of tratlic within ¢he near future.
it has, thercfore, been decided in the
interests of the shipping public gen-
erally to adopt centwin rules and regu-
tations for the enforcement and col-
tection of car service or rental charges.

‘“Ihese ruies, tn brief, provide that
when cars are detained over 48 hours
afler arrival and piacing for loading
or unloading, n charge of $1 per car
per day or part thereof, will Le made
In addRien to the regular frelght
charges. Sunday and legal hofidays
in all cases not counted. Shippers or
consignees are requested <9 pay this
sental charge and where there  are
valld reasons for a reduction to sub-
mit the same, with recelpt and all
particutars, <o Mr. J. 1. Arunde), car
service agent (wesStern division), Win-
nipeg, Man,, or Mr, W. O. Miiler, car
service agent (Paciflc division), Vane
couver, B. C.

“It may Lo stated that the amound
charged for car service or rental does
not, by any means, compensate the
oompany for the luss 1t sustains by
delay to its cars, and <the charge
herein referced to is not intended for
revenue; purposes, but Ko cendeavor, In
a oomparatively liberal manner, to
bring about a correctlon of abuses
which have heretofore entailed a serf.
ous loss not only to the company, but
to the shipping publlc generally. The
hearty co-operation on the part of
shippers and consignees In conneotion
with this mattee will be mutually ad-
vantageous ¢o all concerned. The new
rules and regulation will become ef-
teotive Tth September, 1901

Canadian Manufacturers.
A meeting was held in the board of

trade rooms, Winnipeg, on Tucsday
evening, for the perposq ol
organizing a  provincial branch

of the Canandian Manufactiwers® as-
soclation. This organization, which
has a membership of between 800 and
900, exists for ¢the purpose of taking
up all matters affeoting <¢he interests
of manulfacturers throughout Canada,
such as legisiation, the tamff and dJdig-
ferent raillway wmatters. 1t has been
found that there are often cropping
up matters of interest tn a province
which could be deadt with by a local
organizadon but cannot be by a gen-
oral one, while again there are often
found matters of a general character
on which th¢ Dominton assoclation
would lke to speak for {he manufac-
turers of the whole country, but was
not 4n a position to do 82, having no
faciiitles for consuMing representa-
tives of the varlous localities.

T. A. Russell, sccretary vov! the
Canadlan Manufacturers' Association,
has been through the west working
tn the inderest of the estabdlishment
uf a branch organization which can
take up local matters and be consult-
¢l on general subjects.

The meeting Tuesday night was
composed of the members of the Do-
minton Association here. F W, Thomp-
son, vice-president for Maniioba, was
In the chalr, A motion was passed
favoring the formadlon of a Manltoba
section  of the Canadian Manuface
turers’ assoclation, with 4ts head -office
located In Winnipeg, The following
officers were elected:

F. W. Thompson, Ogiivie Milling
company, chatrman; E. F. Hutchings,
Geeat West Saddlery company, vice-
chalrman; C. N. Bell, secretary of the
Board of Trade, secretary pro tem,
Executive committee: E, L. Drewry,
D. E. Sprague, G. J. Maulson, G. I,
Bryan, Robert Mulr, of Winunipeg, and
John Hanbury, of Brandoan,

It was declded fo take steps to se-
cure as members other manufacturecs
in the province. They will also pre-
pare o set-of by-laws for the local



