426

TEHE COMMEIRCIAL. :

[ m—

| Monthly Trade Returns.

Traneactions at the Dominion Government
Savings’ Bank, Winnipeg. during tha month
of December wero as follows:  Withdrawals,
$21.806.28 ; deposite. $21,770 ;deposits exceed
withdrawals by $169.77,

The inland rovenue collections in the
Winnipeg district during the month of De-
comber were as follows:

Spirits.....vv.en.. §21,562 10

———

Malt correeveaninnnarnarnonces 1.592 28
TODBCCO ooveeeenvaeeennes oeee 10,081 26
Cigar . covveinareassavasnrens 98 74
Methylated spirit ... ......... 18 83
Petroleum inspection fees ...... 148 80
Liceusm .oeveaceiaannsan . 50 00
Soizur0. . 000 veree vennn 110 40

$17.689 01
S35 429 75

Total. . ieeineennines
Total for December, 1895 ......

INCre8se ,.oveicenne seeeeneses  SL209 26
The following is tha statement showing the
value of gouds exported and entered fur con-
sumption with ducy colle: ted thereon at tho
pert of Winuipeg during the month of De-
vember, 1895. as compared with the same
month in 1895:
Valne Valne
Description 1895 1893
Exported, ... ...... $329,98Y 00 $127.155 00
Eutered for consamp- .
tion, dutiable...., 109906 CO 112,458 00
Eutered forconsump- :

tion, free........ 48,037 00 5L144 00
Total for consump-
tion..... v ee. .. 1379183 00 166,602 00

— — ——

Duty collected .... $37,126 96
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The Dry Goods Trade.

The Torouto whelesale dry goods house of
J. S. MeMaster & Co., furmaily awigned on
Jan. 5 for the purpose of liquidativn, to E,
RB. Clarkson. In a circular to onztomers
snncuncing the appreachiug liquidation the
firm makes a preliminary estimato of assots
and liabiliries in which the former are placed
at $380,000 and the latter at $210.000 show-
ing a nominal swplus of $180.000  Most of
this is in stock aud the equity on the build-
iug and the sucplus will ot course be greatly
reduced iu liquidating.
in bhusiness for over sixty wears,
founded by the lats Senator MeMaster.

B ad-treets says of the situating in the
the Uuited States: *Jubbers have cleauned
up fail stuoks to a large ex out, and are uw
buny opeuing spring supphies, tw bu shown
with the new year. Printed fabiics aud
dress gouds are active in this way. Cottun
gds contivue dull, and the markst is un.
favorable for manufacturers. The large
surplus of print cluths uusvid hasa depress-
iug effect ou all brown cottons, avd buyers
are pot dispused to ‘purchase, as they ilovk
for lower prices D.ess woule: 8 are (aitly
ordered for spring. and the nulls are quue
busy. Prices are low, however, aud it taxes
sharp competitivn to secure business. Men’s
wear woulens arc quist.” Samples of heavy-
weights for next fali are buivg shown, but a3
yet vhey have nut attracted wuch attention.”

—

Silver

The sitoation still depends upon India ex-
chavgs and the activn of the India Cuuncil,
the expected issue of a large amouwnt of
rupee obhigations on Junuary 1 haviug a
cunsiderabis 1ufluence.  The silver market
at New Yotk has beow dull aud teatureless,
althuugh the price for bars per ounce de-
cliLed a siiudo on Tuesduy, both markets

$30,523 01

being

The house has been .

showing a furthor decline on Thursday.
Silver prices on~Dao. 81: London, 29 18:164.;
Now York, 613,
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Lumbsr-Trads News.\

About a year agn & lumbar trade triugt waa
formod on  tho Pacific Coast, takiug in
British Columbia and the coast states,  The
trust was formed to regulate prices, etc..
particularly for export business by water
Prico® woro for & time advanced, bug lately

thers has* been cousiderable cutting, prices

having been reduced abwe 81,59 per 1,000
feet. It i3 now expected the trust will prove
a failuro. though & numbsr of the large con-
cerns may hold vogether. '

G. O. Buchanan is enlarging his saw mill
plaut-as Kaste, ‘B G- Thu rhingla capacity
has been 1nereased from 20.000 to 70.040 per
day and the capaci'y of the saw mill will be
deunbled: A complete woud-working plant
will also be put in. ¢

The British Columbia govanment ia offer-
ing 10,814 neres of timher land on Qiven
Chart lotte Islaud, the leass.being for twenty-
one yeare. .« : ;

The B ixish C.lumbia Mills, Timbr &
Trading Co., of Vaneonver. made a ship-
mentof -fic recoutly to G.bealtar, Spaiu.

Literary Notes. -

The first number ‘of tha .Coimapslitan for
1897 is a god one.  Thw January number of
this popular mugazine, jist to hand. is
beautifully illustrated. Io cpens with an
article ou Germau studonts aud their dusll-
ing. customs, followed by an -interesting
article on thae uegroes of the conthern stats
*The Famons Fate at Vaux,” deales with
that period of luxary sud oxrravagaucs in
Frerch history darivg the reign of Lemis
X{V. A wvew sury by Conan Doyle. A

Memory of the Empire.”?! sppropriatelv (ol-.

luns the previous meutioned article.  Oster
papers are ecqually iuteresting and the
illustrations are many aud five.

Dr. Alfred S. Johuson, editor of the
quarterly raview, Current History, pablished
at Buff o, N Y., which has [reqoutly been
noticest in our columas, has busu elected to
membership in the Socivty of Mayflower
Descendauts.  Ha is  Canalan by mrth, a
graduate of the Uuiverdity_of ‘Corontn, aud
was formerly a fellow of Ouiversity cillege
under the late Professor Young,

—— e
Option Trading,

The new law in Gormany prombiting on-
tion trading. goes into effect in that couutry
on Jaunuary 1, 1897. The Lrudon Tiwmes
Berhin correspondent pecer 14 the ex-reme ir-
ritation munifested by busiuess men that the
regulations for stock and produce exchanges,
invoiced iu-the bourse bill aud -cuming-iato
operation on the New Year, were ouly pub-
lished thirty six huurs before the end of tha
year. **The whole of the regualations,”
says the Timescorrespnndant, ** are pervaded
by a driil gergeantspiritof anacutely galling
character. Ths measure1s a gigantic exp ri-
mont iussitiuted:in the hope of sutistying the
demand of the Agrariaus, The produce ex-
change at Halle has already been dissolved
aud the Stettiu aud Brunswick exchanges
have decided to create free associativus to re-
place the buurses, Everythiug poiuts to a
sirugsle between tho guvernment and the
comnercial commuuity, ‘The members of
the Berlin bourre at 2 meotiug recently at.

tendued by atl thefirms interestod 10 the grain

trude, unanimously decided to ostabli-h 2
now private organizition despite the diffi-ul-
ties raised by the goverament.’

vt adeemme

British Columbia Business Review.
VaANCOUVER, B C.. Jan, 4th, 1897,
Busiuess is recovering fromn the disturbing
influence of the holidays very quickly, and
prices aro becoming more uniform. Eggs ava
‘weakening much in price owing to tho mild
weathor, while flour aud feed aro-adyantcing.
It is vopurted thas hay will go much higher,
as the crop i3 short., Potatoes are cheaper in
Vict ria than Vaucouver, owing to & large
consigument being shipped there from San
Frauciswco, which is tho sigual for lowor
mices hore, Advices frqm California have
been received that orangss will.bs 23 cents
- cheaper.

British Columbia ¥ining News.

Although little is being done in s ocks,
prosgect and dovelopments work i3 very active
around tho mercantile centres, while tho
principal hotels have. and have had for the
PG, month numerous names of wmining on-
giued s'und rejprasontasives of British capital
ou sheir registers,

‘Of the mines uparated from Vancoaver
prrhaps the mest prominent ones at prewsug
are tnhe Quoidental group. "Theiwe are (ree
milling propusitions in Fairviow, a camp very
acrive av present. ‘I'hey comprise the May-
fl.wer. tha Qucidental aund .the Baothlack,
‘I'he Mayflower ‘has ‘two' ledg:s, oue 39 feet
‘wida with an -ore bedy of two. aud a half to
threo faet.  Mill tests from four tons of tho
Mayfl wer lndge ran 332 ia. gald. The we
ledge coutaing a vein Bve to six feet wide aud
a shalt 23 feet deep.s The ore i3 rowe
quanz earrying frea gold aund galeua.
The vein in the Occideuntal is four to fize
feat 1u width with & thirty feet shaft. The
walls are well defived ang the vain clean cut,
The Biotblack has o ledge 63 -teat wide,
and the characwr of the ore is quartz ¢i1y-
ing (rev gold galena ore and coppur pyrites.
~ Aclabout Vancouver within a fow miles
from the city limits clauns: of great promise
are being staked our, perhaps the most inger-
esting ones buing the Atbivu group of miugs,
silver propu«tions, 13 in number, on Biwan
Istlaud, A gaug of men are as wark ou chese
clatrus and witl work them all sumaer. Tag
buliiun can by seoured from the rock at luss
than $10 per ton,

Wool.

B adstrest’s says of the Uaited States wool
market: ** ‘The fesling i3 thae after the turn
of the yeatr woolens iy begin to bs orderad,
aud that this will iuduce wmanufaceurers to
buy 1aw material, ‘Perritory wools are soli
iug on the scoured basis of abut 30 w 32,
for fice-weaium ana fine, with choico staplo
luts at 81 w853, 'Thu market for fine Hwces
remains steady, and combiugs are also ficm,
but wedium clothing grades have shown an

.easier wue of late.”

B N

A later report from Turonto says it isun-
derswod now to be likely that the McMaster
estato wilt uot pay ure thau 60 conts ou the
dotiar,  The rawn houses, mainly supporsed
by the MeMaster company, witl be forcsd to
assigu,

“I'ne Dominion Gazstto contains an applica-
tion (rom Victuria, B.C., parties askiug for
& charter for a railway from Listhoriige
through the Crow's Nest Pass to the Colum-
bis .river, aud thenco to & puiut near the
Frazar river ur stie straits of Geurgia, or suy
arm of iulet Of the same at vide water ur
suabvard, This adds awunother w the it of
applichtivns for a raiiway via the Criw's

| Nest Pass,



