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THE COU NTRY OF OOAL AND CATTLE, COWBOYS
AND CHINOOKS.

()UTILERN Alberta, tlie country iwhich ivili bc$ <ail w'itl brielly iii this article, is botundc<l on
the south by the United States, on the wcst and1

southwvest by the llocky Moutinis, on the norti by, we
înay say, the main ince or' the Calladhi~î Ne-itie Raiiway.
andt o11 the elst by the territory ofiAssiniibojat. Solîuhcrn
Alberta formns the extreine southwcstcrn corner of the
prairie region of Western Canada.

Tite ce0untry is level, open prairie iii the eastern por-
tion, but is muiieli broken abong the western side of the
foothilis of the Rocky Mountainîs wvhicli boand the dis-
trict on the west. Beyond the footlîills the mnountains
risc, flérining a long, contlinuons chiji extcnding in a
solutheasteriy direction, thecir snlow-cmpcd peaks glis-
teiig iii the siu. lu cbear weatl:er the ilmountains arc
discernible froin any part of the plain region of'South-
crit Alberta, thecir snoiv covered suniinîits giving thein
tic appearanco of glittcring elouds on the w'estern and
soutlnvcstern horizon. Nunerons streains of' the clear-
est wvater issue front the evcrlasting snows of the mnoun-
tain, winding tlieir way oftcu as (Iasliing torrcnts
tliroughi the mountain defles, then iiieanderir.g more
pjcecably tlîrougli the foot-hlIs, and Iinally roil out into
the plains region. Tite generiil course of ait the rivers
and streaums is eastward. Tice principal streani is the
Southi Saskatchewan wvhich lias two principal branches
in tic territory. Tite northern brineh is known as
tic l3ow, and tlîc prIincipal soutlîeîn branch as the
Belly River. Tlîerc are innuinrable snmaller river's
ai streatins lbowing inito tliese. Tiiere arealso branci-
es of' the great Missouri River iii thc soutliern extreumity
of' the tcrritory, whiclî flow ini a sotheasterly direc-
tion, white tic Saskatchewan and its branches gcnerally
tend in a niortliwesterly course. ite large inuinbci' or
streams and rivers indicate a country welI watcred, at
ie.ist in iLs western portionis, tlîougi. tiiere are conisid-
erabie districts cast and south of the Beliy River whiciî
-irc not so weZl supplied with wvater. Tite streains are
clear witlî gravelly beds, and runl througli deecp
vallcys.

Tite eastcrui portion is open prairie, and is almost
conîpletely bare of tiniber or even bruslî, except iii the
river bottois or valîcys, wlîere thîc is usual ly a tlîick
growtht otf siall tituber or slirtublîery Tite appraches
to the iountains ire wooded w'ith tir, s.piucc, pille,
&c. Tite foî'est becoies more dense as tic amouhtains
are approaelied, until it beconies general. Logs suita-
bie for sawing can bc eut iii the miountains and along
the, borders thercof, and floated down the streainis for
sawing at desirable puints. Tiere is a sav iii at
Macleod, on the Old Man r'iver, and if niccessary, saîv
inills could bc located at other poiiits. Tite rivers
keep up a good flow ail tlic year, but are iiest dtiring
thc -%varni -veitler, w'hen the snowv is iiueiting fast ii
tlîc inountaitis.

Tliougli a large portion of Southieru Alberta is bare
or wvood fuel, this dillieuljýy is niade up l'or by a plentifuil
suppiy of coal of good quality. Coai can bc observcd
at înny points cropping out abong the steep banks of
the streamus. At Letlhbridge coal lias beeni inied for
vears. Titis towvn, wiceh is one of the niost important
iowiis of tic territories, înay be said to be almost en-
tiricly dependent upon the coal mines for its growvti and
i1rospcrity, and certain it is tlîat the coal nmining ln-

dustry ealled Lhe towîî lnto existence. 'l'lie quality is
a1 liglî grade cif bitituni oII8 eoali. WVe si'i I.1 ea itli
tic coal indîîstry a itt<s îiore fl'ti\ later ou%.

Th'le railways of Lue district coii8lst of the main linc
oif the Canad ian Z'aclflc Ritlw'auy on the îîor11, and( a
br:uîeh of tiîat roadl frntm D nninoro cii tue nmain file to
ZetlLib.idge a dtsllc of' i i () nilles. Thiis road fr-ont
1)unimore to ltiîbilitigo %vas lorillriy built by the
"Gaît " Col Coinpaîîy, on1 the îa'rwgange pl'ain. Last

year it wag talien oveî' by te Cîiadlaiî 'tnille Railway
aîmd widened to tie staniî 1( gauge. Tlicic is aî con-
si(bcrable tralhie in coal over tlîls bruanci to points over
the mlain Uine of UiecCamiadiami i>aiciiie lZaiiwav. 'l liere
is also a i'ailway, builit o1 tlîe narrow gatmgc, plan, r'un-
ning frontx Letlîbr-ldgo to Gretit Flîls, iii the stC of'
MIontana. Thiis rondl w'as butlît to liîablc thîe sliipnîent
of' coal to Moiitaîîa points, <ad (fuite a lar'ge cxport tr ile
is donc iii coal vit.i the 'States to the soutli, as LUcre is
no coal found soti of' tîe boiidary lu tlîat latitude
wlîieli wvould coîmpote lit quality w'itl the Alberta coal.
Tiiere is also a i'ailway raniîlng l'ron Calgar'y to Mac-
Leod. Titis rond r'unis iîortli auid south, tlîrougl the
centre or the fanions range countr'y.

LJpon tliese î'ail ways dopeiîd the tranisportationi
tkeilities of the te'rltory. Iligli portions or~ the river
arc navigable, tliey itre not inaide uise f'or transportation
purposes. Steamers have been vini on the BclZy and
I3ow riv'crs bctwcîî eil Ielat and leutlibidgjc, iii
tic coal carrying tradol, but only to a suflicieiît extent
to indicate tiat tere ls al Possibility of' iavigating UicP
î'ivers. WiLi îîeccssutry lin proveilîctîts, LUec arc soime
stretelies of' watcr whîiulî could bc mnade navigable to
tftirly good ndvantages.

With the words Soutli' Aberta, the tlioughts
naturaliy turîî to cow-boys anîd cattie. Southerii Ai-
ber'ta is tic prinicipal ranchii1îg section of' tUe terî'itory,
and tic western portion, frontî Calgar'y te Macleod is
takecn lip principlily with stock ranchîing. Cattle and
liorses arc principally raisedi 'l'lio alnaIs grui'.c ont
alil the year round. It is ii tiis district unit the Chiin-
ook is best kiown. Tite word "'Olîinook," lias, only
duî'ing tUielast decalde or s0 beceoinle f.-liuiliar'to Uutn-
adians, anîd that pi'inclîally silice stock ranelîing bc-
gan as au iadustry ii Sotitlielin Alber'ta. Tite %vord
is applied to the w~ariu Nvusvlicli sNveep, across tUe
couintîy iii the wiîiter and liek lup qîiickzly wliat siloi
tliere îîîay ho on the groii. TIrieso chiinook wi1uds are
thc friends or thc stoeckînon. VeNyil tlîe siow thUis ii
tlîc wiiiter to cover the prairie to saichi a depUî as to
interfere with the grzîgc stouk, iL is Uîem tht the
tlîouglits of' tlîe ranchiers turiî t owards tlîe chinook, as

ice thouglits ofh'te fariner are ceiîtred upion rain whieu
the eîops are sull'ciig frîont drouiglît. Wlien a Chui-
ook sets ila, it iniakes short work ofh'te snow, aund soute-
timtes loosens tue rivers from ic ih ey grasp of winteî'.

Stockz-i'atisingi is tI î principal iiitciest ii the terî'itory,
and with coal iiiîîig it lorniîs tue two imiportant inter-
csts or'sotitlîerni Alberta. rIliOî.e is very little effort
mnade at gexîcral fari'îing îuid ii tact iL is geîîcî'aly be-
lievcd tiîat tUe eliniate is too dry to cultivate the soit
succcssfully. Titis, howci', (lods not excîude Southi-
cmn Alberta frein beconiingi lut Lime it fanious, agricul-
tum'al district. Tie soli" anid eliinate is ail î'iglit,
exccpt tlîe lack of raiiifaîl, aîid but for Miuls disadvaîit-
age tUcre w'ouid bc no liner' agu'leultu'aZ region iii aIl
Canada. Tite laek of mnoisture is of' course owing to
tUe pmoxiiunity to Uic uouîualus. Tiiere is mealis, how-
ceî, of ovcrcinuing tîis arldity of eliînatc, and tîjis


