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United States Timber Supply.

Statistica githered from trustworthy sources
by the Puget Sound ZLumberman, eays the
Engucermng News, “‘tell us that the United
States 1 as about 1,200,000,000,000 feet B M. of
stan ling lumber, with a prosent anaual con
sumption of about 10,000,000,000 fe«t B, M.
This means an apparent supply for 120 years ;
but the rapidly increasing demand for timber
may easily reduce this period to n contvry, and
possibly ¢xhaust it iu toventy-five years. It
is true that Alaska i, credited, oa very little
information, with (6,000,000,000 fect B. M. of
standing timber, und British Columbia with
1,000,000,000,000 fect more, but theso aro cer
tafnly not to bo assumed as home supplies. Tho
Lumberman gives the following figures for the
aggregate of standing timber in tho United

States-—
Number fect

Stumpago value, standing.
Washington ....8269,661,320 410,333,335,000
Oregon.......... 86,645,709 236,893,255,000

Nine southern
states co.venn 280,600,009,000
26,660,03,5520

Wisconsin .....
Michigan .. ... 24,140.699,199

Mianesota ...... . 12,794,526,000
Penosylvania .. . 7,600,000,000
Maine ... .vvee 1,600,00J,000
New Yaik...... vene 1,000,000,000
California ...... 190,700,000 100,700,000,000
Montana ...... 18,760,000  65,000,000,000
Idaho ...... ... 22,500,000 30,000,000,000

“In tho abovo list the three states of Wiscon-
sin, Michigan and Minnesota arc elsewhere said
to have cut upin 1892 nearly 9,000,000,000 Teot
B.M., or over 14 por ceut of the aggrogate
amount of standing timber in thesu states, as
given in the above list, The sta‘e of Michigan
alone is credited with a Iumnber output for 1892
of very nearly 3,800,000,000 feot B.M.,orover1d
per cent of her standiog timber.

¢ \While these figures of annual prodaction
may be tuken as indicating enterprise on the
part of timber cutters, the quertion naturally
arises as to what the people of a centiry to
eame are going to do for lumber, Cheaper and
more rapid means of trapsportatioa may enable
them to go further for their supply, but it
would scem wiser for the presout geueration of
Americans to pay more serious attin*ion to the
subjecs of forest planting and p-eservation, and
in thiy way gain somewhat fron the experience
and practice of other nations. This action was
long ago forced upon the people ol Eir.p: by
the waste and carelessness of their predecessirs,
and it is haadly in a:cordance with modern
methods for us to wait until we are compelled
by similar canses to adopt a similav course,
with all its attenant disadvantages of a siort
and co tly supply. Furests may be made to
disappear into the maw of saw mills at tne rats
of thousaunds of acres per year, but it takes
many years to replace this loss; and one serious
forest fire of a few weeks may cancel sature's
effort of a century in tree production,

“*The whole subject of timber preservation
is one of time as much as it is one of money,
and the subject canrot be taken up too geriously
by tho pecple and goverament of the Uwuit:l
States. Somo halting action has already beex
taken by Congress, and the President is now
authorizad to set uside certaia parts of the pub-
Jic domain as foreat preserves. But imore ac:
tive work still is neeged in the gathering and
dissemination of useful and much-needed sta-
tistics on this head of present supply and pres.
ent consumption and waste. It is true that we
have a forestry bureau as an adjunct to our
department of Agticulture; but, judging from
the dithiculty it hasinsecuring from Congress the
paltry sum of $0,000 for the continuation of
exceedingly interesting and commercially val.
uable timber tests, our lawmakers yet fail to
appreciato the Lrue purpose and value of such
a department, By a more liberal policy its
scopo of action and general usefulness might be
very much increased, and it was with sucha
career in view that the department was origin-
ally created,

** Wo have hore only treated of the value of
timber in its industrial senso; but it has beon
proven beyond controvorsy that forests ave
ubsolutcly necersary as a conserver of water
supply, and for this purpose their preservation
or cultivation is oven moro gencrally nccossary
than when thu timbor is to bo convorted into
buildings and fences ur used as fuel, Asido
from the question of first cost, it would bo bot.
tor for the safety of property and lifo if timber
were less used in our houses, aud tho subati.
tutes for timber in construction ave hecoming
constantly cheapsr. But water wo must have
always, and no subatituto has ever been sug.
gesled.  Tho destruotion of timber in many
E“m of lduropo has altogethor changed the

abitable conditions of great areas of territory
by reducing the rainfall and the storage for
rainfall always provided by donso forests,
and the aild regions of our owa country
stiow covidences of having Ueen, in part

art at least, once covered by timber, long ago

estroyed by f.re or o:her agoncies,  Timbor:
loss a ‘cas permit the rupid ovaporvation or es.
cape in suiface st:cams of the water thatfalls
upon them, aro moro subject to destruotive
wind storms, and aro gonerally less pleasing
and inviting as sites for habitation. Ve have
enough of this Jescription now in the United
States, and whatever the governmeat caun r2a.
sonably do to prevent any marked increate in
its area should be done, and dono promp ly and
with vigor and inte.ugent effort.”

Browth of the i.aka Mavjns.

Thae Chicago Evening Post says :~ ** Unusual
activity is expeoted to mark tho openivg of
navigation on tho great lakes tho coming sea-
son. An unusual amount of freight has nceu.
umulatedat Chicagoawaitiogtransportation,and
until it has all been moved theroiy littlo likeli-
hood of any apace going a-beggiog. At the
samo timo it is probable that the carrying ca
pacity of tho the vessels engaged in the lako
trade will be quite cqual to the de'nands made
uponit. There will be at the dizpotal of ke
shippers nearly 75,000 tous carryiag capacity
more than thay had last year, and thisaddi
tim, it is believed, will be fully equal to the
natursl growth of the business of the country
which enters inlo thoe promo.jon of the carry-
inz t-ade.

*“Ja~uary 1, 1893, there wure under con
struction in the shipyards around the lakes
fifty one vessels, all of which were designed for
the lake carcying trade  The average carrying
capacity for each was 2,000 tone, making a
total aldition to tho carrying oapacity of
102,000 tons. [rom this, however, has to be
deducted 28 708 tons, which, owing to ship-
wreck, fire, or other causes, were withdeawn
from service, and have passed out of extstence,
laaving a nett increaso o lust year’s toanago ot
73,292 tons.  Near s all theso new vessels were
iron or steel, woodun vessels having now beon
discarded aluwrost eat'roly on the lakes. The
estimated cost of their coostruction was §6,900,-
000. Tho value of the tonnage that passed ont
of existence was $1,014,230.

* The total carriyng capicity of the lake
masine cannst now bo wuch short of 1,400,000
tons. The last official returns, June 3). 1891,
show that at that timo thero wera 1,692.¢ an
vessels employed on the lakes, of an aggregate
capacity ot 736,751 tons, and 2,008 sailing and
unrigged vessels, aggeegating 418,119 tons,
making a total of 1,154,870 tons. Tho value of
the lake marine was thon cstimated a $70,000,-
000. For tho five years eading Juno 30, 1891,
the tonage had inocreased 37.24 per cent, and
the valae 80 47 per cont.

To-day was a big settling up day, says a
Montreal telegram of April 4, and baunkers re.
port payments very bad, a large number of re-
newals having been given.  There are no big
failures reported as the banks genonlly are
carrying their customers, Bad roads and the
lato winter aro given ay the cause of poor pay-
ments,

Australian Butter.

A Victoria (Australia) dairyman, aftor o visic
to Logland, has communicated soms of his im-
pressions to The Australasian.  Auvatralian
butter, he says, beats both the Normandy and
Danish makes in its keeping qualities, but
whoro it Is lacking is in its uniforinity, Outho
necessity for uniform quality strong stress is
Iaid. Boetter, & 4ays, a slightly inferigr butter
which {s unifarm than superior butter of vary.
ing grado-. It is tho Lolief also of this author.
ity that : ustralian butter is destined to drive
the French aud Danish out of tho Lug'ish
market. It may be moationed as ono of the
curiosities of the trads, due priacipally, no
doubt, to the boaus system, that Victorian
butter may be bought cheapor inJiandon than
in Melbourao,

B ——

Butter Kegs.

A now kind of butter keg, holding about a
owt., or 112 punds, is being made fur packing
creamery buttor for shipplog to the Eiropian
macket. It is lined with parchment paper,
preventing acy woody flavor round the sides
at tho top and bottm. Some of thiss were
forwarded to the Foglish market List year, and
gave great satisfaction. Fiftecn or twenty
years ago nearly all the butter turned oat in
ths Brookville and Moirisburg sections were
put up in kegs or firkins.— Trade Bulletin.

Business Embarrassments,
Bradstreet’s reports of business fail ires in
the Dominion ot Canada and Nowfoundland
for the past querter with comparisons are made

public by Bradstrect's as follows :—
Provinces. Failures, Asgets,

. 1893. 1892, 1893. 1892,
Oatario ..... ... 219 224 782,659 595,205
Quebec ©.. 180 195 465,691 918.651
New Bruuoswick 23 29 109.650 169,250
Nova Scotin .... 42 6) 186,542 311,200
P. B, Liland..... 12 5 33350 48,100
New Foundland. 5§ 662,660
Maui‘oba. .... 24 23 128,486 116 561
N. W, Territories 6 5 19,467 4,800
British Columbia. 156 18 78,600 5,013

Total .. ... 226 559 2.477,105 2,205,208
Proviace. Liabilities.

. 1893 1892
Uatario 1,676,097 1,411,609
Quebec .... 1,161,003 2,287.365
New Brunswick 195,880 179,161
Nova Scotia . . . 319 664 586,437
Peince Edward Islaad 86,800 85,000
Newfoundland 896,830
Maaitobs 217,962 210,157
Northwest Territories 66 803 9,800
British (olumbia 167,600 105,39)

To'als. .. 4,788,824 4,866,219

Thers wero thirly three fower farlares in the
Dominion of Canada duriag the past threo
monts than in the like period ia 1892 the
total being 520 against 559 list year. I'ne
aggregate liabilities have f llen off a tr.fls
amountins to 84,785,000, or 4 per cent. less
ghau they wore last year, winls the decroase
in the pumbor of failures is 6 per cent. The
total assets aggregate $2,477,105, or 10 per
oent, moro than ian the like quarter list year,
showing a relatively greater degceo of +olvency
this year. There were five fower failures in
t._he province of Oatario this year but the
liab:litics thore ure 19 per ceat. higher thaa a
year ago. In the p-ovinco of Quebec there
are fifteen fower failures with only 10 per cent.
of the liabilities reported " last  year.
Nova Scotia alto returns fewor failures with a
marked redustion of liabilities, while Man.
itoba reports only one failure more than last
year with a slight increase in sggregate iu-
debtednens, and the Northwvest Cerritories
one'more than last yoar with a disproportion-
ately Iarge increase in liabilitios. British Col.
umbia reports a reduction in tho number of
failures, but an fncrease i total depta.



