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MR?. WILLISON ON "'CANA DIAN JOIJRNALISM."

T IL' lectUr-01 Il "Journalisrn in Canada," b>' Mr. J. S. Willi-
son, ,ditor af The Globe, formed ane in the course deliv-

crcd ta tie students of Victarir. University' by sevcral praminent
persons. Mr. Willison began with an intercsting historical
surve>' af the newspapcr field in England and then in Canada,
and having made sanie generous allusions ta the prominent
men wiîa have~figured ini Canadiani journalism, passed un ta a
bni outiine ai the conditions which reign ini newspaperdom
hiere to.day.

The foundations thus laid for lus argument, Mr. W~iilison
proceeded ta hiandie the subject uith farce and fluency, exhibit-
ing a clear insighit into the principles that gavern the maniage-
ment and enhance the influence ai the press. In his view the
editorial page îvould grow in dignity and importance, %v'hiie the
aid doctrine of editortal infallibility would perishi. A danger
that newspaper despotisni would lead ta attempts at legislative
contrai wvas pointed out. '"The great fault ai the Canadian
press," M~r. W~illison cq.ntinued, Illias been that it wvas paliticai
rather than national, and one Ôf the alost hopeful signs for
Canada at this hour is that in the main it tends ta become
national rather than palitical." A strong defence, hawever, ai
political jourrnalsm ivas made, based upon the ability, acute
intelligence, and superiar information ai the aiembers of the
press. The mere party organ was condemned, and the lecture
concluded with a moderate but forcible vindication ai the use-
fulness, hionesty and courage ai the Canadian press.

The limits of space in this journal prevent the publication ai
Mn. Wiilisan's able lecture, and no summary does adequate jus-
tice ta its iogical farce and cogent reasoning. It was incampar-
ably the best exposition ai journalistic policy that has been
delivered in Canada during the sixteen years I have been asso-
ciated with the press. I am unfitted ta offer an unprejudiced
view af The Globe's political opinions, because I dissent from
them. But, fromn the newspaper standpoint alone, it is surely
unquestionable that Mr. Willhsan has put into practice, as fars as
any vigarous journalist can do, the principies he enunciated in
this lecture : moderation af statement, toleration of view, ac-
curacy in giving news and a ver>' considerable ineedom from
rabid partisanship. A recent incident lias shown that The
Globe does flot shrink from a painful dut>', that af stern de-
nunciatian ai a man who wili say under the shelter ai Parlia.
mentar>' priviiege what dare not be said outside. Such a de-
plorable abuse ai a privilege does flot occur once in a decade.
When it does, exceptional remnedy is required. Because if we
allow public men ta assert-where the law cannet touch tiîem-
that we are carrupt and purcluasable, all aur passianate assevera-
tions ai innocence will be in vain. The Glohe stands for the
hionor and influence of the press, at no time mare effcctively
than in the hiaur ai emergency, when a wcak submission ta the
insuling taunts ai a political friend miglît have placed an ever-
lasting stigma on journals that have the courage ai conviction.

A. IH. U. COLQUIIOUN.

DEATH 0F AFR. WATERS.

Mr. P. J. Waters, editor and proprietor ai 'rhe Ridgetown
Standard, dicd at luis residence there April 19. The deceased
gentleman had only been a resident ai the town a camparativcly
short tine, having gone there from Bothwell iin tie carly part ai
1896, having purchased The Standard froni 'Mn. Wusley. He

wvas a stalwart Liberai in poiitics, and ivas prepared ta defend
the principles ai lus part>' bath tiîrough the columns ai bis
paper and on the stump. Hie took a ver>' active interest in the
June elections, and assisted the cause ai the Liberals very
miaterially. In religion lie ivas a Roman Catholic.

CANA flAN PRESS ASSOCIA TION'.

T HE scretary, Mr. J. A. Cooper, reports that up ta the pre.
sent month af 1897 he has issued tweive mare certificates

ta members than wene issucd the whole ai last year. It seerns
probable thiat the association will showv a good increase in mcm-
bership tluis year.

A cap>' ai the annual report lias been mailed ta each menm-
ber. If anyone shauld have failcd ta rcceiv'e his copy, the
secretn'ry, on notification, wili send another. A new feature in
the list ai members is thuat tue uumber af the centificate is
placed opposite the naine. Thiere is, it scems, quite a campeti-
tion as ta wiia shall get certîficate No. Y. The car>' bird this
year is Mn. John Ross Robertson, M.P., who wvas the first ta
renew.

There were no amendments ta the libel. haw proposed at the
recent shant session ai the Ontario Legisiature. Mr. Pattulla
has promnised ta take the matter up this year and amendments
iih be ready for the session ai 1898. Unless the Legisiature

meets very early in the yean, the association wilI have assembled
in annuai session and perhaps a large deputation can be arranged
ta wait upan the Goverment.

Amang the neîv members ai the association are S. J. Cooley,
Trenton Press; J. S. Robertson, editor, and Chas. Robertson,
manager, ai Business, Toronto>, James Fisher, Leamington
News; C. A. Lapp, B3righton Ensign.

The president ai the association, Mr. MacLean, is going (a
England next month. WVhile there he augbt ta look inta the
incorporated organizations ai jounnalists there and be able ta
tell us next year exacti>' what those bodies have done for the
newspaper business and haw they are conducted.

SALE OF TIMBER.

Trhe Quebcc Government advertises for Wednesday, Apnil
28, at the Dcpartment ai Lands, F7orests and Pýisheries, a sale
ai tinuber limits in the Upper and Lower Ottawa, the St. Fîrancis,
St. Maurice, Montmagny, Grandville, Metapedia, Rimouski,
Bonaventure, Gaspe, St. Charles, Lake St. John, and Saguenay'
districts. Also the water power at the rapids and falis caiied
Des Chats, upset price, $35,aaa, and the watcr power at the
the Grand Calumet Falls, upset price, $6.900.

EXCHANGE YOUI? OLD CUTTER FOR A NEW ONE.

The fin.de-siecie rule and iead cutter is the impraved Little
Giant. Besides the standard gauge on the bcd for cutting ta
tweive-point ems. this cutter bas a gauge extending in front ai
the knife, also graduated ta ems. The strip ai iead or rule is
fed up ta this gauge and the pieces as cut fali out af the way.
No îvel.-regulated office wili be without ane of these cutters.
Beware ai worthhess imitations. (Advt.)

April, 1897


