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WIIAT IS THE POINT SYSTEM?

IlS is a question frequenitly ak(d by coin-
positors and prilters, and very often the in-

formation givei in returnîî is of .1 vers mecagire character.
.s all A merican and soimne Canlad a type is tmade
on the point systeiml, a brief explanation regarding
.i may not be ouît of place. For Imaniy years priiters

and publisliers fotund that they could nlot ise to ad-
vantage the pica spaces and qulads in stock witl
ceitaim fonts of the saie body boight fron several
foundIenles, idecd ties made tle- .mnoy103ing discovery

tlat evIV type founîîdr- hIlad a standaid of its own,
and wvleni a fOnt of disJlay type was ordered, no
mîatter wlat quantity of quads and spaces they lad
on liand, it was a iecessaity to order an additional
stpply. This led to ilaiv complaiits, and type
foiideis saw the force of thle fauilt -finding, and de.
cided to reiiedy it. hie One gieat IIecessitv that

arose was to find a nuit of mieasuremlîent, or soie-
tling 0on wIichI tO construct a umfoi m sytem. Living
aIgrcel tlat pica shioiuld be(i tle sixtli 'part of an inch,
they fuiier agici that the unit of imeasuîreient
shtoull ble the twetlh of a pica, and that te unit
shAould be known as a point. Tlie prime imlovers in
tiis muovemîent were Marder, Luse & CO., of Chicago,
wlo lost aIll tltil m.îtrîes. imîouilds, etc., in the great
fire, and as it was necessary to procure a new oulit
tley based it on the point systemn, trusting to the
mItellgeme of the priutiig tiade to take advantage
of tleir entieiprise. Other foinders rapidly followed

sUt .ind t «e rslt n<mi i inîterch auigeable type iodies
fhi i ll fouindries.

Miller & Rwh lî.uitd and Steplienson & Blake, British
type formders, sell considerable type in Canada eaci

year, and yet tieir is quite a difference in the pica
imcasireient of these two concerns. In twelve lineal
inches thlere are 72 eis of pica, AImlerican lesure-
ment, or 864 points. Stephenson & Blake's pIica
shows 72 emls and 1i Ipoints to the foot, wh1ile Miller
& Richard's drops to 71 eus and 6 points. Fron
this we find that it woutld require three six to pica
leads to make a foot of Miller & Richard Iatter
justify withl a foot of Anericai type. while Stephenson
& 3lake's would be an ciglt to pica lead over the
mark.

The point system was not introduced too soon,
us it muîst prove a great boon in all composing roomus,
especially as ries, borders, etc., are uow made on
that basis. In counection with this systei the follow-
ing is worthy of bearing in mind:-

Pearl ineasures..................... . 5 points
Nonparcil mcasures....... ...... 6
.Minlion " .. .... .7
Brevier " .. ......... .8 "

Bourgeois " .. .... 9
Long lrimer " .............. 1o

Smail Pica " ... ......... 11 "

P>ica ......... . ... 12

This systel is generally spoken of as an American
invention, but we find fromt an address delivered
befole the Leicester, Eng., Typographical Technical
Class, that "as long ago as 1841 the system was
advocated by Messrs. Hoiwer Brothers, of Sheffc)ld,
in the formu of a pamphlet entitled ' Proposais for
establishing a graduated scale of sizes for the bodies
of printing types,' and this firn made strenuous
endeavors to induce printers to adopt the systeni.
Otler founders, however, failed to co-operate, and
the printing trade withhekd the support necessary to
cnsure success. Thîe proi)osed reform was too valuable
to be allowed to drop out of siglt altogether, and

thougli delayed for the time being, yet in the long
rn it was bound to coue. The imperative needs

of a large and rapidly expanding industry like letter-

press printing were destined to urge it forward towards
completion. The systemn is now generally spoken of
as the 'Aimerican point systemi,' thouigli, as I have
already stated, ià was advocated 1by an Englisl firn
long before its adoption in Aincrica. Sonie of our
hone fouînders doa not like the naime, but wlat of
that? If, knowing the advantages of the systemî to
the practical printer, they were yet so wanting in
cnterprise as not to adopt it, then why complain if
the energetic Yankee seizes the idea, carries it into
execution, an1d dubs the systeni 'American' ?"

The British printers and publishiers, by persistent

agitation, nay induce the type fotndries in the Mother
Land to adopt the point system, and a few sucli
well-chosen criticisins as the above will speed its
coming.
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