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CITY CHIMES.

Eastor Sunday was as fino a day as the oldest inhabitant can.remember
on the 29th of March. The churches wero well attended, and in neazly all
of them sermons appropriate to the occasion wero proached, and Luster
music told of a risen Tord,

Now that Lont is over, festivities of the usual kind are again lzwful for
good church people. Easter week has been lively with opera and dancing,
and people havo been having a good time generaliy. Spring’s *dowy
fingers cold " ate scarcely perceptiblo ss yet, unless by the coldness, but
having got safely through March, we live in hopes of warmer days in April
—month of sunshine and showers, amiles and toars. Last Saturday we
must except the charge of coldness, It was almost hot in the middle of the
day, and just perfect for going out for a stroll. Good Friday was too gusty
to be pleasant, and walking was tiresome. The day was spent very quiotly,
snd many people found the threo hours’ service at St Luke’s Cathoedral quite
enough cxertion for ono day. :

B

Messre. Gordon & Keith's ball on T'uesday evening at Ltheir 1e-constructed
warerooms was attended by about 400 guests,who appeared to enjoy themselves
thoroughly, The rooms wore handsomely drsped and decorated, and
splendid mueic was provided for dancing by the siring band of the
Leicestershiro Regiment, The programme consisted of sevonteon dances,
the still.as-popular as-ever militaire occurting three times, An excollent
supper was served by Street, without whom, we fancy, no brillisnt eveut of
this kind cin tske placo. Dancivg was kept up uatil sfter one o'clock.
Among the guests present were Lisut.-Governor Daly, Hon. S. W, Fieldg,
the Spauish Consul, and Dr. and Mrs. Wickwire. The warcrooms iero
universally admired by the guests, who had every opportunity of inspecting
the building, which was illuminated throughout,

The splendid new building of St. Mary’s Young Men's Total Abstinence
and Benevolent Society on Barrington St. was formally opened on Monday
evenipg, when a largo gathering of ladies and gentlemen was present.
Archbishop O'Brien, Governor Daly, Mr, T. E, Xenny, M:. Fielding and
others gave addresses, after which the building was inspected and admired
by all present. A number of prominent men océupied seats on tho platform.
This building will be to the Catbolics of tho city what the Y. M.C. A. isto
the Protestants. With the Church of England Institu e on one side and St.
Mary's T. A. & B. Society on the other, the City Ciub should find itself so
girt about with temperance tbat the very champague corka will be afraid

to pop.

The first of April was bright enough to fool any body into donning a
light overcoat, but only tho fools did it, for the wind had a cold back bone
in it, and winter garmoots were and are still quite as necossary as ever for
comfort. With regard to April fools, it is well to remember that Bismarck
was born on the first of this month, e.~d that he is now S6 years old, e
is not generally regarded as a fool, although Emperor William does not
appreciate his services to the state,

In our younger days we can faintly remember we looked forward to the
firat of April with pleasure for some dsys, and laid traps for the unwary.
Small parcels of trash done up as groceries tempted the passer-by, and
sometimes sn envelope, addressed to a neighbor, would lie on the sidewslk,
just outside the gate, behind which lurked a boy holding the other end of
the string to which said envelope was attached. It is ncedless to say that
1o ono picked up that letter, as the boy with the strivg look cire that it
disappeared just 88 a hand was stretched forth to takeit.

We often read * Iris’ ” talks about Halifax in St. John Progress, some-
times greatly to our amusoment, and wo are now led to believo that tbat
lady must have a little Irish blood in her veins, since in her last articlo she
produced a bull of the true Irish breed. Thbisis what sho says:—¢ As we
lift the sombre lenten curtain and emerge into the bright world, the greet-
ing we would fain ulter is checked, for hark ! Do you not bear the Easter
Chimes? And that sweet perfumo! Ysit not the breath of the Easter
lillies? O joyful bells, and spotless flowers! They speak far more clo-
quently than any other language, and so, in silence, we join in the grand
hallelujah.” Now this is very pretty, but we would like to know how we
are to join in tho grand ballelujah in silence. Perhaps our townswoman has
discoverod s new mothod of singing, but our idea of a hallelujsh is some-
thing of the joyiul noise description spoken of by tho Psalmist.

The unusual came to piss this weok. Wo bave been treated to an
operatic performance of considerable merit, and Halifaxians have shown
their appreciation by going to see and hear, so that the cheering spectacle
of & full house has met the eyes of the po.furiners every ovening. ¢ The
Gondoliers " is not unlike other Gilbertian operas and is full of bumor, the
music ia very preity, although thore aro no decidodiy strung parts, and the
company gave a vory good all round performance. Miss Mario Laurons as
Casilds, daughter of the Duke of Plazs Toro, is deserving of the highest
praise. In the first act she had but small scope, snd no one guessed the
power, flexibility and swectocss of her voiso, but ia ths second act she
soared away, and took her high notes with remarkable caso and clearuess,
giving the audience a feeling of confidence in hor powers. As the Grand
Inquisitor Maurice Hageman was exceedingly amusing, snd bis dancing was
s foatute of the programme alone well worth going to see, The Duke of

Plaza Toro was irresistably comical and kept the audience in a ripple of
laughter. The two Gondoliers, Marco and Guieoppe, wore well presented by
Robort Dunbar and Seth M. Crane,and their wives, Giaunetta aud ‘Tossa,wore
favorites from tno first. 3iss Marie Bell (Gisnetta) has a charming voice
and acts and sings in a spritoly, lively manner, The over painting of the
face was a mistako all the ladies made. Wo bave eoldom seen an opera
in which the ladies were botter looking in reality or more disfigured in the
make up, Theirdresses were vory fetching, but the ¢ dead loads "—to
make uso of slang—of paint and powder used on their faces wis apparent
evon without the use ofa lorgnette, The Duchess of Plaza Toro may have been
iutontionally disfigured thus—sho was crimsoned up to the eysbrows—but
wo think it would bo ploasauter for the apectators not to have it ovordone to
such o degree. Wo hope tho ladies of the company will ho less lavish with
their rouge next week. Tho sconory was now aud an agrecablo relief from
tho old familiar ¢ scenes of our childhood,” as viowed in the Academy of
Music. Last evening * Amorita** wag given. Tho music of this opora is
said to bo very protty, but as wo have not yot heard it we cannot speak from
experionce. Oa Monday “ Fra Diavola,” an old favorite, will bo presented.
The Giau Company is well worthy the patronage it has been receiving, and
tho long doarti of such entertsinment makes it doubly acceptable,

The W, C. T. U. held an Olio in Orphous Hall on Thursday eveniny.
A largo audienco was presont to onjoy the fino programnme presented

Tho vagaries of fashion are psculiar, as every ono knows, but the latost
agony, wo aro told by an English paper, transcends them all. * There was
a time when cobwabs were remorselessly dragged from their lurking places
by the mandates of careful housowives, whilo a spider provoked as much
scamperiog and shrieking »s a mouse. Imagiae, therefors, the horror of
secing a damsel of - tho Zaute monde whose head and face were enveloped
in anass of cobwobs, whilst epiders moaudered unchecked over eyes, brow,
nose and raouth, ** My dear, what i3 it? " quoth the spectator. *Is it for
a wager you wear thess unsocomly and horrid insectsi™ Ier answer was
ocothusiastic snd discursive. We condenso its most interesting facts. Cob-
webs and spiders are the latest ** agony ” in veils. Put loosely over a large
hat and drawn under the chin, they are announced by Bond-streot’s most
expensivo and best milliners to be the very latest < caper,” and quite too
““gwagger.” ‘I'hat lovely womankind should submit to such vagaries
Agother noisome veil was also encouaterted. This was more awful than the
first, for tho cobwcbs were 1ealistically gray, and the spiders woro terribly
black.  Wecll may this be called tho latest agony ! Veuls are frequently
charged with serious offenses, such as injuring the oyes, efc., but when
sclected with ‘good taste and judgment, they are not only a useful,
but an ornmimental adjunct to a lady’s toilet. People talk of
them o8 vanities and denmounce thom as fads, but the majority of
women kind have an especial affection for the gauzy, expensive,
dear, delightful things. Their virtues outpumber their faults. Ia the first
place, they aro a protection against the cutting winds of winter. They
keop at least ono-half the dust from finding a lodging in the pores. They
hold rebellious bangs in loach, and defy the March winds or the swiftly
alternating rain aud snow to * tske out the curl” They hide worn hat
brime. Thoy shade weak eyes. They give a feeling of retirement to a
woman who goes about alone, and they add digoity to her personality and
grace to her appearancs. Some one has said a veil is a coquetry to a pretty
womap, and s boon to an ugly one—or ssmothing to that effect. Veils are
more tho rage than ever now, and every woman loves to hive a choicoe
selection of thom. The thin fish net patterns are as protty as any, and
vory becoming.

Tho new hats are of most fantastic shapes, but on the whole thoy
promise to be becoming, Thoy are * airy nothings” almost, and if thoy
do not look pretty their usefulness is doubtful, Tiowers promiso to
replace the *smashed birds” that have bzon worn all winter, and tho
reliof i1 something to bo thankful for. Tho weather must hurry
up and get warmor, so we can sco how the tiny flower crowned
affairs will Jook on our bolles. DBonnot shops, in all their array,
have a drawing power, which is apparently irresislible to the fair sex, and
oven soms of the brave may bo scen to gazs, lost in wonder, at the
“ creations ™ in tho windows of best millinory establishments.

Mr. James Shand, the well-known Auctioneer, says: * Had considerable expectora-
tion_and disagreeablo cough. YPhysician recomwmended Puttucr's Emulsion, Toak six
bot.tlos];—cough"vnnuhod. Am convinced your preparation brought about my speedy
convalescence.

You can't resd this Ad without reading
Tue Critic, and in reading Tiix CriTicdon’t
be critical in your criticlams, but just visit the
London Drug Store, 147 liollis Street, and
purchase a uico bottle of choice perfumery,
a Smoker's Companion, a Thermometer that
"l indicate bLelow the cypher, Gentlemen's
and Ladies’ Dresxing Cases, Manicure Sets,
Horn Whisk Holders, and l’{omn that won't
hold whiskey, Christinas and New Year's
Cards in great variety, Photeeraph Cards and
Albums, Walling Sticks, &c., and if your
in t?' Smith's Antibilious Pill, preparcd only
by J. Godfrey Smith, thcnamg Chemist,
and Agent for Laurance's Axis-Cut Pebble
Spectacles and Eye-Glasses, in Gold, Silver,
Aluminant Adamantine Steel I'rames, Agent
for the Art Union of I.ondon, Nisbet's Coco
Cough Cure, Night Clerk on the Premises.
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