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belonging heart and soul to the Company, they ave sent into
the world to become agents of Jesuitisnt, and with o mission
1o exeente the Order's mysteriongdecrees.  These men belong
no longer to themselves and ure bound to muke use of their
influence i their own fumilies and among their friends and
dependants to exten:d the Company’s power and aid it to
penetrate everywhere. By these means the Jesuits become
acquainted with fumily seerets, brave those in authority, and
end by overthrvowing, the best established guvernments. 1
will ask you to impart these observations of mine to those
who sent me hiere and 1 hiope soon to wake further discoveries,
since | am on the right road.
tTo be Continwed., 4

CONSECRATION OF THE BASILICA AT S'T. ANNL
DE BEAUPRIE,

On Thursday morning, May 16th, the magnificent cere-
mony of consecrating the Basilien of St. Anne de Beaupre
was performed by His Fminence, Cardinal Taschereau, Arch.
bishop of Quebee.  ‘There were also present the Archbishops
of Montreal and Ottawa, the Bishops of Three Rivers, St.
Hyacinthe, Rimouski, Sherbrooke. Nicolet, Chicoutimi and
Pontine, about 200 members of rehgious ovders and other
clergy, as well as many of the faithful.  Fhe dedieation or
consecration of a church, properly speaking, meang the act
by which a church s solemnly set apart for the worship of
God. The Church forlnds the use of an edifice for the cele-
bration of Mass untl it has been conseerated, or at least
blessed, and for the sunple blessing of a church a less solemn
rite is provided in the Pontificnl than the one provided for
the solemn consecration.  Moreover, a simple priest may
bless a church, but a ishop alone can consecrate it, and
this consecrating bishop must be ishop of the diocese or
one deputed by him and by him endowed with special powers.
It is unlawful to ahenate a church which has been once con-
secrated, since, nceording to a naxim given in the Decretals
« That which has once been dedieated to God must not be
transferred to common use.”

The custom of consecrating or dedieating churches is of
very ancient origin, being met with so far back as in the
days of King Solomon., when that monarch solemnly couse-
crated the Temple wlueh he had built at Jernsalem a thou-
sand years before the Christiun era.  I'his sume temple, after
being rebuilt, was again eonsecrated under Jerubbabel, 830
years B. C., and, fora thivd and luast time, under Judas Mac-
cabaenus, a century aud a half B, C.

The first dedication of a Christinn chureh, was that of the
Church of the Holy Saviourin Rome, now called the Chwreh
of St. Jolm Lateran, and this event took place under the
reign of Emperor Constantine 1., the conseerating Bishop
betng Pope Sylvester 1., (Saint Sylvester).  “Ihe ritual of
consecration hng been gradually developed, aud it was 230
years after the consecration of St. Jolm Lateran that Pope
Gregory the Great, (who died A.D., 604), defined the vites of
consecration in their present form.

The solemn consecration of a chureh is one of the most
imposing ceremonies of onr ritual, and yet it 15 one more
rarely witnessed m Canadn than might be expected for there
ure various conditions to be comphed with ere a Bishop will
consent to couseerate, and the ceremones of the function are
long and intricate, though of ihe lughest mterest and vich in
symbolistu, 1t iy oue of the necessary conditions for the
consecration of n church that the altar or altars to be conse-
crated should be fixed and nnmovable, i. ¢, that the altar
stone contaming the sepulehre. m which the relies are placed,
should bo cemented to a solid foundation.  In the Basihen of
St. Anne the brick foundations of the seven altars that are
consecratel rest ou the solid rock. so that nothing could be
more durable.

A consecrated church may always be known by there being
twelve crosses painted or carved on the pillars or walls and
each one surmonnted by a cunalestick or socket holding a
wax candle. In the Basihea of St. Anne these crosses are
carved on little squnre blocks of marble, which are let into
the walls—three in the choir, three on each lateral wall, three
on the wall of the facade.

The Pontifical imposes a fast on the eve of the conseera-

tion, not only for the ofliciating Pontifl, but also for all those
who are to benefit by the signal benedictions imparted to
their sanetuary ; consequently Wednesday Iast was o fast
duny of obligation for the elergy and parvish of St. Aune do
Beanpre,  The ceremonies, too, began on the eve of the great
dny, and the Basilien itself having heen in use for some years
after having been blessed, it was shimt all the afternoon and
despoiled of all its decorations and the altars left perfectly
bare. The relies destined for the various altar stenes were
placed in o special veceptaele and enrvied out of the building
to a place prepared und decovated, where lights weve kept
burning before them. These velics of various snints were
destined to bo encaged in the vespective sepulehres of the
altar-stones appertnining to the altars to be consecrated on
the morrow, and must not be confounded with those of St.
Anne, which ave contained in vich religuaries constantly ox-
posed to the view of the faithful and frequently withdrawn
from their resting place to be offeved to the veneration of the
many clients who elnim the protection and mid of their ** good
St. Anne.”" At the repogitory, the conseerators and attend.
ant clergy reeited mating and lnuds in honour of those Saints
whose relies were destined to repose on the altars,

‘Che ceremonies of the great day it<ell. the day of conseera-
tion, may be divided into three parts, the fivst part taking
place outside of the building.  After enteving the edifiee and
cansing the twelve wax candlez, of which we have alveady
spoken, to bo lighted, the consecrator closes the doors and
leaves the building in charge of a deacon duly vested, and
repairing to the repository of the relies vests himsell in white
and proceeds processionadly, with his attendants and clergy.
to the principal entrance.  The choir here sings the Litany
cof the Saints, after which the conseerator asperges himsell
and all present with holy water speenlly blessed by him for
the ceremony, and then he goes in procession round the out-
side of the church three times, sprinkling the basc, the centre
and the summnit of the walls, whilst he continues adjuring the
Holy Trinity.  Un arviving befove the facade the conseerator
kuocks at the church door with his pastoral «tall’ sayving,
« Lift up your heads, ye princes, and be ye lifted np ve eter:
nal gaies, and the King of Glory will enter.”  ‘Three times
the deacon within asks ** Whois the King of Glory 2 Twiee
the consecrator answers, * The Lord stiong and mighty, the
Lord mighty in battie,” and the thud tme « The Lovd of
avmies, He is the King of Glory.”  Thercupon, the conse-
crator enters with his attendants and thoge whom he requives,
leaving the vest of the clergy and the people outside, and
again cloging the door.  The sccond part of the ceremony
now begins,  The consecrator forms a St. Andrew’s cross
with the letters of the Gireek and Latin alphabets, whieh he
inseribes with Ins staflon ashes previously sprinkled upon the
floor of the church— a ritee which symbolizes the nstruction
to be given to catechumens in the elements of the faith.
Afterwards, he procecds with the conseeration of the altars,
marking five crosses on each with his thwnb, which he has
dipped in a preparation of water. nshes, saltand wine, specindly
blessed, and sprinkling these altars seven times with the
same mixture. He also goes three times round the m<ide of
the chureh und sprinkles the walls as well as the tloor,

The thivd and last part now conmmences. and at this the
faithful are permiteed to be present.  ‘The conseerator and
Lis attendants go in procession to the depository of the rolies
and the receptacle containimg them is borne by priests into
the church.  The door of the churels is anointed with chrism,
and the sepulchres of the altars are also anointed with it,
after which the relies are placed m the respective sepulehres
which are senled up with a cement which the conseerator has
previously made of holy water, lime and <and.  There heing
seven altars to be conseerates]l at St Aune’s six assistant
Archbishops and Bishops here proceeded with their atten
dants to the respective altars they were to consecrate.  ‘The
table of the aitar is anointed and meeitsed and five crosses are
made on it with the oil of ecatechumensas well as with chrism.
Later on, chrism i3 ased to anait the twelve crosses which
have been warked on the walls. and incense s burned on the
five crosses which have been previousiy made on the altar
with blessed water, oil and chrism. Fally, the consecrator
makes a cross with chriesm on the front and four corners of
the altar.




