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was foarful in the oxtremo; by day wander:
ing groups trying to piclk up grain from de*
filed sources,and then, as evening approach:
ed, men, women and children descending
the largo villago well, or rather reservoir,
and thoro passing the hivelong might, watch*
ing their littlo vesscls ns, drop by drop,
waler trickled into them from the oxhausted
springs, hoping that they might bo able to
talo safoly to their homes in tho morning
tho treasurc which now had become moro
precious than gold, Deeads of violence
could not be altogether surpressed ; yet, on
tho whole, it was marvellous with what pati

enco and submission this long period of cal-
amity was endured—such piumg want, per-
sonal anguish, cattle dying wom thirstin
tho fields, the little heirloon:s of jewels and
silver and golden ornaments parted with the
wail of famishing children, and yet no jic-
querie, no fanatical outburst against their
rulers, in whoso truth thoy still trusted.

CORRESPONDENCE.
Tae I Ltor does not hold hi a1/ vesponsible for
lividual cxpressions o winion I communi-
cutionsa ressell toth~\"y *sroeniRevir,

MITRAILLE.

(Lsrter No. oy

Pursuing tho subject of tho mamner in
which the Press sustains ils high calling,
hero is « specimen taken from a respecla-
ble Western Canadian newspaper, of the
loosely constructed Lalderdash, which, for
the sake of sensationalism, however unsa.
vory, edilors will substitute for careful
statementa of plain facts, and, insuch a case
for reprobation also, of offensivo scandal.

“ England is having its * Beecher scan-
dal.” Itis tho divinity that doth he®go about
a queen,and not a divinity of a divine which
is attacked. A Mr. Laird Robinson has
printed, and is privately circulaing, a
pamphlet which is said to contain charges
of a most rovolting description against Vic-
toria, with names and dates. The Duke of
Athole closed the bridge of lunkeld, and
exacted tolf. Robinson resisted, got judg-
ment from arbitrators,. tried to have the
Government prosecute theDulko for$150,000
ho had obtained wrongfully from tolls, but
Iio Government wouldn't, Robinson says
this is becauso tho Dachess of Atholedo-
clared $hat * if they dare meddle with us
about those horrid accounts, I will let the
cat out of thoe bag.' Like tho ' Juhu
Brown®' scandal, however, 1t will probably
dio out if let alone.  The ** John Brown™
scandal was started and kept slive Ly vain,
jenlous noblemen of the Queen’s suite who
did not wish to take orders fromher through
hor confidential servant.”

In referonce also to the coinage and iulco
duction 1nto current use,with 28 muca com -
placenoy as if they wero stamped with the
usuage of good society, (tho only law
which tho ZIEoglish language really
oboys) of words only redolent of a
crade and vulgar pedanplry, permit me to

Thold up to discountenance theword *oan,"”
usod 03 o verb, nnd tho detestable verb
“ donate,” of Amorican invention,  Andi
any should think it superfluous to utter a
{uw words of warning to the Canadinn I'ress,
against tho debasing influences of that of
the United States, let them remember, how
throughout the war, the accounts of great
battles were vulgatised Ly the perpetual uso
of the wvilo terms, * whipped,” * bLadly
whipped,’ in recounting the fate of armies,

‘Thero aro no chanters in Macaulay more
intensoly interesting than those in which,
descending from the old ideal of historical
dignity, ho illustrates history by minute
analysis of the domestic influences which
go_farther to mould anation tlan its greatest
traditions, of glory.

So to tho student of tho temper of. the
times, who hails with satisfuction, cvery
sign of the growing tendency of tho
human mind to emancipate itself from
the trammels of what is hollowand unsound
in conventwonalism, few subjects aro so
trivial as to bo of noimportance. Straws show
which way tho wind blows, So that even
jtho ¢ Fashons™ may afford a text, and the
loflowg extract will repay, uot only peru-
sal, but thought :—

* Howover much 1 shouid Liko to give my
readers an insight mto tho coming spring
fashious, it is quile impossible, as yet, to do
so. Judging from what happened since the
fall of the Imperial ruler of fashion theroe 1s
no possibility of any radical chango  When
nothung was in fashion Lut what tlo Em
press’s fancy adopted for the time being,
fashions were, as that fancy, extremely
variable. It is now quite different ; fushions,
being the result of colleclivo tastes, havo a
chauco of longer duration, when they are ¢
onco becoming and convenient. Such 1s tuo,
caso for tunics,  Aftec their ficst year of,
voguo,everybody predicted most regrotfuily
indeed their downfull ; but so many people
were afllicted with their disgeace, that re
prieve after reprieve ensued, and they are
stitl very fashionable, individual caprice
being ro more capablo to prevail against a
liost. I'rom this state of things results also
the extreme variety of fashions, which is fis
greafer than it ever was. Fashion, like
France, is now truly a Republic, no more ap
empire, and will as likely remain so. Le‘l.'
us wiiy Lo whom econumy is an objedt, Lo‘
thankful for this form of Government,which
allows us to0 wear out thoroughly ourdresses
without. loching autiyaded and rilica'su-
for that,”

The vareasonable sway permatted to ad-
venlitious social position is marvellous to;
tho dependent mind and naliow, discie :
twa, and ligh principie, sts effect o oty
miscluevous, ThattheEx Empress s aun,
able, und cven capable of heroism, fow will
wish to deny ; but that the frivolity and ex-
travagance which havo characterized her
long autocracy of the empiro of fashion
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| Wil try 10 enunciate my views on this, au.

(Marcu 17, 1874,

havo been very banefu), is slill clearer. Ro.
lieveid of tho incubus of #individual en-
price’ it high places, natural individual jn.
dependence hiastons Lo assert itsolf, and, wo
aro told thit “the variely of fushions is
greater than it ever was.” Uhis, it may bo
said, is a very small matter, but it is still
ono of tho many indications of tho present
day, that the minds of men (aud of women)
are dally becoming less disposed to yield n
blind acquiescenco to the arbitrary assump
tions of conventional ortho:loxy.

Lvery one will have observed with pleasure
tho reinstatement of Lt. Col. (ieo. Dennison
in his rank. Observing further in tho
Glusbe, tho mention of a rumor of hi8
possible appointutent to the Adjntant Geneo
ralship, I will state that he is another of the
threo to whom I alluded in a former conuu-
nication.

Some twelve years ago Ilust my baggnge
for more than a week on tho Great Northorn
Railway, owing to the utier want of system
prevailing in tho matter of luggage, 1'tonk
the trouble towrite to the authorities of that
Jine describing and recommending th -
American plan. At last, after this interval,
appears the “following pavagraph in  the
Yul.—

«The Midland Riilroad, one of the larges!
corporations in  Lngland, contemplates
adopting thelAmerican plan of checking bag
gage.”

Very correctly surely did Carlylo describo
the inhabitts of the Uniteld Kingdom as
80 many ** millions “of beople, principally
fools,” [How.ver, tho old ludy, with many
yawns an{ stretchios, is swaking up by de-
grees,

The TichLomne scoundrel has at last got
hus deserls it seems—not quite cerdainly, be-
cwso hnging would be far too decent a
! -ath for a villain who, in addilion lohis B
otl..r infumies deliberately concocts alying |
stoy to the Jdetrimont of a wom n's honor

1 see somo mention of a threa=aed appli 1
cation for 2 new trinl. What o farco! 1f B
application wero made to kick Dr. Kenealy §
oat of the Bur, it would be a sitisfustion to
right minded men.

raxe-Tineee

THS SURGLONCY OF ** A" BATTERY.

1o the Edityr -.f the VOLUSTEER Rivikw.

Dear S.r~In remarking on the dismis.: N8
ot Dr. u. ®, >isange, from the surgevncy o B3
“A " Butery, 1 would be distinctly under i
stead as duing so without referenco to an:
puiitival paaty whatorer, and, Jerefo.e, ’

kindred matters,without bringing poiitics i 8
any way inteit.  OF course I hold my cw S
views puittisal; wnd I stioull consiler mys'’ I
uaswui thy of kulding LLM. craunissiou cua'! I8
1_not eabibt them o therr place annd at G gy
proper time. o

Of course 1 hiold, as overy loyal sulject B8
should, that the Queen (represented by (he Jiy
Minister of Militig, ho adviges Hor Majets g



