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s Unbrmbed, unbought, our swords wo draw,
Toguard the Monareh, fonce tho Law.”

SITAWA, TUESDAY, SEPT. 9, 1873,

To Coux.nsrowh\rs —Leltem qddresscd to
cither tho Editor or Publisher, as well as
Communications intended for publication,
must, invariably,be vre-paid. Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that enc enid
o! tho envelope should be left open, and
at tho corner tho words * Irinter’s copy **
written, and a two or five cent stamp (ac
cording to the weight of the communic.
tion)  Liced thereon will pay the postage,

Warne General SHERMAN was marching
triumphantly through North Carolina, the
last act in the great war drama before Rich-
mond was being played out. The hammer
.1y process bad at last heen successful
against a military force shich had gallantly
and triumphantly resisted till its numerical
strength was worn away, and the successful
iategy of invasion had rendered reinforees
ments or supply impossible, It isa ques.
tion which does not udmit of doubt that, if
General Gravr's idea of transporting Gen.
NuELMAN's army by sea to Peterburgh or to
any point on the lines surrounding Rich-
mond had  beeu carried out, the 2nd of
April, 1565, would not have seen those lines
farced ond the Confederate causo lost be-
youd hiope, Richmond was evacuated on
the night of that day, and on the Tth Gen
oral Lek surrendered the i1cmains of the
army which bad so long defended it.

On the J0th of April, Jeneral Sgeryaxn
advanced in tswo columns by both banks of
the Ncuse River, and entered Smitbfield on
the 111l to find that Jouxston's forces had
cro:5. 1 the 1iver, and that Gen. Lee had
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aurrendered 'Ilnq Intelligenco at onco led
hxm 10 abnndon his trains an 2l other im
pedimenta. push forward at onco on Raleigh,
and endeavour (o cu! off tho rotreat of tho
donfederntes on Charlotto, Goneral Joux-
srox, hopeless and unwilling to disband his
army, surrendered on the I3th of April;
and thus n contest of four years' duration
was brought (o a close, after an expendituro
of between three and four thousand millions
of dollnys and over ono and a half millions
of lives !

Tho lessons Lo Lo detived from tho whole
contest arocontred avound the great marches.
‘That from Nashville to the son is deserving
of closo atlention, as it exemplifies in an
extraordinury degree tho practical applica
Jon of graxd tactics to tho art of war. Itis
truo that these tactics as practised were
adapted Lo novel conditions, because the
advance in every” case was mado under
cover and by regular approach, us in riego
operations, and the most scientific manwmu-
vro never aspired to any result beyond that
o Lo obtiined by turning o flank. Lnguge-
taents in the open field wns not to bo
thought of, as the general action of 27th
June, 1864, plainly shewed ; but, noverthe-
less, it argued a lngh state of discipline
when the beaten Federal troops on that occa.

sion could bie extended under caver 8o as to
compel the victorious Confederates to aban-
don a position so well adapted for defen-
sive purposes and so0 bravely held.

The Jections and mancouvres between
Nashville and Atlanta, and tho means where-
by the Tatter importont position was cap-
tured, will always be a glorious page in the
military annals of the United States, reflect-
ing great Lonour on the soldiers, generals,
and the military training of their schools,
"To the student in the art of war it will be,
at lesst on this continent, a far more useful
and instructive text-book than any of the
late events sincy furnished by better ap-
poiuted nrmics on the continent of Europoj;
and wo have uo hesitation in placing Gen.
SuervaN on the same standing that the
Prussian Count, Vox MoLTak, now occupies
as a strategist and tactician. From Atlanta
the march to the sea was little more than a
problem of the science of Logistics. 1ts
successful solution ouly proves what has
been claimed for the geuernl who planned
it—although it is n question whether he
quite understood its ultimato effects on his
own and on the Confederate cause. What
over may have becn the truo state of the
case, there can be no doubt that his sucess
ful occupation of Savannah at once opened
bis eyes to the valuo of a similar march
along the rear of the successive defaences
and reserves through South and North Car
olina, which was not appreciated by Gen.
G RANT.

‘The simuiliity of those operations Lo Lthose
practised eighty threo years before by Earl
Conxwatrtis with o British army led to the

present review of both movements, and as

tho gronter interest rnecessarily centred in
tho most recent of tho two, littlo moro swas
dono than enumecrato the Britigh line of
murch, which was nearly identical with Gon.
Suenyan's throngh tho Carolinne and in
Georgin. Their operations reached to A
gusta and beyoud what waa to Lo thasite
of Atlanta. The uctual forco in tho field
never at any time exceeded {wo thuusand
fivo hundred men, and frequently not even
half as many; vot in tho fico of a well
orgnnized opposition, that army kept the
field for over twelve wonths, crushed all
opposition, and finally surrendered to o
vastly superior force, somo hundreds of
miles in advance of Snrruan’s furthest.

The stratogy of invasion was the samno in
both onses,—the object being to destroy
available resources centreing in the same
localities, the Protince of Virginia and the
Stale of the sameo namoe being the only
difference: tho chief basa of operations
being, in the first case, New York- in ths
latter, Washington; the assnilants in both
cnses having,tho command of the sea board,
with this advantage for General SaERMAN-~-
that he was in uo denger of contemplated
foreign or other interference, while Corx
WALLIS was nt any time liable to attack from
a French flect—an assistance denied the
Confederates, and which would have ren-
dered the march to the sca or through the
Carolinas an impossibility.

General Sutruax appears to havo followed
tho course of events, and with the apprecia
tion of true genius turned each opportunity
to account. Earl ComrNwalLLis started ona
welladavised plan, embracing every step ho
subsequently took and every movement
made. He provided his own me.ans of traus.
port, and with troops that did.nol fiyht uude
cover, oppesed to levies Lhat were presumed
to know all about that operation, he was
invariably successful. 1f the difference of
time, the stato of the country, the distance
of tho base of supply, the differenca in the
mode of transport, and the much smaller
torce ot tho dispossl of tho British Gen
eral, be tnken into conmsideration, it will
bo found that in no case will lus charac
ter us a commander suffer in comparing
it with thint of Genersd Suersax; and whiie
allowing the Iatter all tho honour bis
undoubted ability demands, it should bo
borne in mind that ho had the value of the
experienco of the British General over a far
more difficult field to profit by,

That the final result was different was no
fault of ms. At nny time after the action
of Guilford Court {Iouse or the battle of
Camden, Sicr Hexay Cuinros could, by a
forward movement from New York, have
annibilated WasniNeTox's army precisely as
Grast annihbilated Lsg’s; aud even if h2
had followed the combined French and
United States’ tronps to Yorktown, the dis
graco of reconliug that capituthtion would
have been sparcd the military annuls of
Great Britaiwn, oy if Adinira) Graves had not




