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rity by ono day rouding in the papors of tho
loss of movoral million dollars worth of pro.
porty by fire, or, evon by nogligenco; for, bo
it known, that modarn war materialrequires
constant syatohfulness to provent its bocom
ing inort from atmosplhore influonces, or &
sourao of dangor from spontancous combus:
tion, or shomical action,

1t was no doubt withan oyo to theso ovil
possibilitios that n wise logislature brought
fnto existonce tho two batlerios of arlillory
which form the Canadian Schools of Gunnory,
and which it 1s hoped will bo sources of
professional improvement to tho Dominion
Artillery, tho two batterlos and tho compan
ics at Maniloba, avo, as » substitule jorn
rogular force, porhaps, numorioally, tho
woakest in tho world, In this respect wo
are oven moro conspiotous than our neigh-
bors who.boast of having an army of only
30,000. Canada may exclaim with gusio
that sho bas only about 500 ombodied !

Aftor this, tho Yankees cannot aflirm that
they control tho largost country on “airth,”
by tho smallest army. A briof account
of tho school of gunnery at Quebee,
which, sinco its formation six months
ago has mado rapid advancement besides
arming, in tho dopth of a Canadian wintor
overy bastion in the Citadel with Tin, B, L.
Gunps; tho solitary oxcoplion being the
King's bastion, armed by the Royal Artillory
boforo leaving, may bo interesting.  Thero
has been o courso of lectures with practical
drills culminating in tho competive prac.
tise of which I send you an account.

YVith faw oxcoptions the men composing
tho command had no military experienco of
any kind, but unlike tho ordinary army ro-
cruits, thoy are of o far moro educated class
and havo not adopted the life of a soldier so
much from necessity as choico. Maoy
indeed thore aro who havo loft comfortable
homos and twhose conneations are highly re.
spectable, to ombrace an opportunity of
following o military career.

A fow of the inevitable-‘*black sheep,”
however, put in an appearance, ouly to Le
ughown the Gate' promptly at any manifes.
tation of confirmed worthlessness. The sol-
dier upon joining tho baltery is at once put
into tho awkward squad from which he can.
not emorgo until ho has mastered the rudi-
ments ; his chavactorand habits, his abilities
nnd education ascortsined and duly record-
ed. From the awkward squad he goes to
smsll arm drill, and so on, upward through

. tho great labyrinth of artillery, teohnieally,
theoratically and practically ho enters into
that vast field of scienco from which it takes
$0 many years of incessant study to come oul
a proficient.

The first fruits of the school have been
gathered in a recent competitive great gun-
practico which took place on the 11th, 12th
and 13th inst. Tho system of firing pursued
was that recommended by tho committee
on competitive practico for the Royal Artil-

lery last year,

It is o subjoct of groat importanco with
arms of pracision to select, tho most intolli-
gent and naturally koen sighted non com.
missioned officors and gunners as Avtillery
morksmon instond of tho tyastoful praotico
of allowing ovory man to five. Accordingly
tho sclootion of marksmen on this occasion
wasoconomically made by pointing unloaded
guns, ‘Tho distanco of tho target (1,300 yds),
which was placed on tho river fco was taken
boforo commancing praoctice, by the officers
of tho battery ustng the gunner's spirit levol
quadrant to find tho angle of depression;
tho licight of tho bLastion nbovo tho Mivor
8t, Lawrence Leing known,  ‘That tho prace
tico was excellent despite tho plunging firo
from tho battery wns only natural considor-
Ing tho intolligont status of tho men, who
aro as o rule.cducationally superior to tho
Rank and File of tho Rogular Army. It is
to Lo rogretted that thero aro not more
oponings for a class of men who are not
ocompolled to culist by want of means, but
impolled by a passion for military servico;
doubtless, however, with the natural growth
of tho Dominion forces those who join in its
infancy will have a botter chanco of the
prizes (if any such there bo in Canadn) that
tho profession of arms generally offers to
tho well conducted and valiant,

A very great dravwback at the school has
beon, however, the absence of horses without
which it is impossible to teach practically
the movements of field artillery.

Wo aro not in a position to know cxactly
how the Gunmery School atKingston pro
gresses, but have no doubt but they are
doing their work steadly and satis{actorily.

For the practico of this Battery see Geno
ral Orders, pago 209.

The above communication shows the
valuo of thoso Military Schools and is a suf
Gicient practical answer to all snarling critics.

‘Tut: old Whig maxim that Colonies ave a
source of power {o the Crown, thereforo
dangerous to tho liberty of the subject, and
the duty of every true patriot would be best
fulfilled by forcing them into inde-
pendent politieal existence, has been im-
proved upon by their successors, the Whig
Rodicals, who assert that they ought to be
disowned and abandoned, becauso they are
costly and rotutn no profit, politically or
otherwise.

That both propositions are false has been
known, but lately, a Mr, Archibald Hamilton
in a paper real before the Statistical Society
has proved the fact,that the greatest propor
tion of British Trade i3 with her Colonial de-
pendencies, that thelargest profit evenin tho
shapoe of direct revenue isderived from it,and
Her most costly mercautile transaction ; those
already yiclding least profits are with her
foreign customers, ospecinlly the United
States, to which Mr. Gladslone's administra
tion would so complacently have sacrificed
Canada.,
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that tho wholo valuo of British oxporls is
£9292,040,000 sterling, of this tho Colonies nc-
tually absorb £51,000, in tho following pro-
portione: British North America, £1 5s 81
por head; Australin and New Zoaland,
£8 104 6d. Tho Capo Colony, L8 12s; the”
West [udics, £27s, Innincloon years thoso.
colonica havoe paid to tho Imperial ‘Ireasuty

£45,000,000 sterling.
‘Tho stock argucmonts of the Mnches-

ter Schovl have always boon that the Colo.
nists taxed Brilish produce and manufao
tures for their own advantago, and thero
can Lo no doubt tha! we lovy un import duly
which is paid by our people, so that we con:
tributo not only n fuir quotato the lmperinl
Troasury but are obligod to pay taxes agan
on the samo nrticlo to support our owh
Governmeont.

Taklag our populution at 4,000,000 souls
our oxports would roalizo in. value about
£5,200,000, of this £53),000 would by tha
annual contribution of Cauads to tha Ly
porial Treasury, a sum that covers tho whofo
cost of Greit Britain's avmament in North
Amorica including tho squadron on that
station; and if wo take the populatiqn of tho
West India Islands at 800,000 souls, thoy
recoive £1,880,000 sterling of exports, and
pay into the Tmperial Treasury £188,000
storling per annum, so that her possessions
in tho west aro an actual source of direct

and increasing profits, .
‘The account however does not stop thien,

sho would be obliged to maintain her North
American squadrons fo proteot her com-
mercial relations with those pots of the
Manchestor School, the Yankees, 1f she had
no colonies in America, and therefore those
dopendoncies not anly pay for the force no.
cessary to protest her interests but ylold
her o, vofit besides, ¢
Mr, hamilton states that the wholsexpen.
diture for a poriod of nineleen years was
£448,000, but it must bo romembored that
over three-fourths of that sum went {o the
maintenance of Gibraltar,Malta,Ceylon,Hong
Kong, Aden, the penal settlements and other
objects of a strictly imperial nature, so that
the much abused colonies have paid for
thoir own protection and also for that of the
forciga trade of Great Britain. !
In faot by the actual returas the total, cost
of British North America, Australis,” New
Zealand, Tasmania and the Capo of Good
Hopeo, territories containing over, fqur,ami: a
half million of equaro miies of tho, richest
lond, with the most varied and valuable
natural products in the world, peopled. by
over seven millions of inhabitants is just half
aimillion pounds sterling or braly, svhat
Baitish North America pays into the British
Troasury annually,, We commend;this fact
to the political economisty gty
In this view of the case Mr, Iumilton as
sumes that the Exports avo.profits and takes
the rate of taxation on income at ten per
cont. 8s in the ninstecp yeoars above stated,
{ho total value of Exports was £450,000,000

From tho statemenls made, it appenred!

sterling.



