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most oxtraordinary nixturo of pedsntry and

sound sense. The slow march is a burlesqtio
on the strut of tho crested champion of tho
*tbarndoor '’ harem; still the left arm is nl-
lowed to swing. ‘This swinging of the hand
which does not grasp tho rifle, strikes the
military eye at once, and tho impression
cuarried is favournble. The men are not
taught to “dress ' by tho touch of an elhow,
they stand on twenty-four inches of front,
and common sonso points out this freedom
of movement as a manifest ndvantage.
Marching & line of menin contact, over
rough ground, must be an absurdity. Do
individuals keep their unoccupied arm close
to their sides, and in contact with that of
their neighbour, when enjoying pedestrian
exercise? Yot their ¢ dressing ™ is perfect
enough to all intents and purposes when in
step. In 1870, whenever the German troops
had somo spare hours, one observed them
at drill, and almost always 'y companies
ander their captain or in squads. The com-
yany formed upin threo ranks; but when
for nction, they immodately received the
order to form two ranks. Tho author isun-
xble to discover that auny radical change
took place in battalion drill between the
years 1866 and 1870. DBattalion command-
crs followed their own instinct in order io
retain control ovor tho four companies of
their command. Nothing was Iaid down on
tho subject, 110 new book was published ;
bul in practice they seemed to have carried
out the principle of making the fractions
more dependent one on the other, giving
them cohesion ton limited extent. Forin-
stanceo, Nos. 2and three companies might bo
ordered to form tho skirmishers Nos. | and
4 the “repli’’ or support. Sometimes a
whole battation skivmished, and a second
formed the supports, Asiq, il a small
front hind to be covered, 3. 1 company
might gkirmish No. 2 support, with Nos. 3
wmd 4in reserve. Thus a captain bhad not
the independenco of tho officer command-
mg a comp.ny column in 1866; still evi-
dence on this question is very contradictory,
for the ¢iermans are as proud of thelr cora-
pany celumn system as ever—which means
that companies under their leader are allow-
ed great latitude.

The battles of 1870 were different in na-
ture to those nf 1866. The French invaria-
bly covered their (vont with a swarm of skir
mishers, who, in face of their training, fired
their ammuwmtion away in the most reckless
manner, commencing at s range of 1,200
paces or more; theu the Chassepot recoils
soverely, so the men adopted a habit of fir-
g from the hip, with (he weapon in a hori-
zontal position, thewr object being to envel.
ope themsclves in smcke and shake the
*morale” of the encmy. The Prussians
nover wasted a shot, and the officers alwiys
succeeded in checking fire when they deem-
ed it advisable This facl speaks volumes
m favour of the men and their discipline.
Then the Germins placed a limit tothe pum-
ber of thetr skumishers. They formed aline
of double m.rksmen, at atont threa paces
apart.  When this line advanced, asitin
variably had 1o do against the French, the
men who found <over in their front rushed
‘forward and took advantage of it, the marks.

1an and his comrade Rring in turn, oae
{crouched down behind the obstacle te load,
awhilst the other took aim over it. I, as'
{ol‘ben happened, a flat piece of ground ws
in frontof one part of the ling and cover
inbounded in another, tho exposed skir-
Jnishers wore not permitted to inclino right
jor left. They bad to run up to the align-
jment of thase under cover and lay down
firing when opportunity offered from this

iposifion. The German system is to rein-
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force, but not to rocall skirmisher, i
vato soldiers informed the author that it
was very amusing to bo a skiemisher, who
seldom was hit at long ranges, but = the
very dovil * to Lo in column where one pro-
joctito might disable a dozen men. Two of
theso men were in tha column of Guards
which attacked St. Privat.  The 1issos sus
tnined by the Prussians on that occision
quits boro ont their statementa.

When the two opponents  mived within
point-blank range the improvident French.
mnan had expeuded his nmmunition, and
the esrp d'elite, or front line, retired with
somo precipitation, giving place to the Line
regiment previously remarked on  'lhe re-
sult 1s historical. Von Moltke once told lns
stafl that tho problem how to supply am
munition to theo first line during an engage
ment was one lie coulid nnt solve. In Eng-
land, wo think 1t is to be managed by reliov
ing shirmishers. Doubtless, this method
is belter than giving ground in ovder th ro-
fill pouches in sheltered spnty, but the ques
tion is how to feed the lirst hine. nat the
skirmishers of the line oialy. The (iermans
decide on never wasting a round of ammuni
liOl]l 1 S0 as to prevent, in placo of cure, the
evil.

The German army scemed (o hive two
prineiples from which they never departed.
Their front attack was always supported by
powerful reserves, and they never omitted
a flink demonstration or actual assault.
Fhiey were equally cautious about protecting
their own flanks.  If one discovered a rifle-
1tmade by a sentry cnoutpost, one might
L suro another flanked it ; if a garden wall
was loop hioled, one might be sure that n
flankg fire from behind a natural or artifi
cisl obistacte would take the assailant in
flank. fu an advanced guard, or evena
main tody, entered atown or crossed a
bridge, flnkers woro sont out, even when'
the presenca of an enemy was impossible,
There is nothing hke learning good habits,
and a Landwelir force, even with a good
staff, does not pretend (0 be an experienc-
ed army.

After 1866 great attention was paid to the
Engineer department, the Artillery, and
C wvalry, these arms having been found want-
ing. Bvery soldier of the standing Prussian
army (not the Bavarian) seemed to have a
knowledge of field engineoring. Give a
bungler & pickaxe and bid him loop hole a
wall, and you will find on your returna series
of windows as tha upper row ; and if you
have also ordered bim to makethe more im-
portant lower tier of holes, your wall will
contain certain gaps—if it his not ceased to
merit the name wall. Again in cutting
down wooil to form an obstacle, & novice
will pull the fallen wool zbout and fuil to
impede an cnemy; a man of oexperienco will
fell the timber in such & way that an addi
tional wire or iwo renders it impnssible
{ow did theGermans learn 2t this in peaco
time? We can bardly risk the country to
provide woods amd walls for the practice 6°
British soldters in genoral, but a fow out of
every Line regiment mught receive instruc
tion. {T'ho use of the spadeis appreclated
in this country, but wo doubt whether many
individuals oxist out of the rdnance Corps
capable of traasforming a ploaghed Keld
Into a roadway in wat, weather. {ow many
soldiers in the Dritish Army ever saw fas
«ies used o repaira rosd? How many
hiave cver sven w river bridged ora bridge
destroyed ? Tho writer thinks {hat the
Royal Engiveers on servico might receive
valuable aid fiom .o icstrocted in field
enginecring, and that the Enyincers ought

to impart a little instructiory in their art
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nnd every other auld, is of little viluo with
out pectical instruction,
(To ho continued.)
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[RON IN CANADA

I'he Nuw York Irun Age has nlotter lion
a corrospondent giving an nccount of the
Hulliron mines, near Otlawa. These mines
were purch wedd samp-tima bick by Amori
can capitists the head of the company ho
fng Me. A H. Bildwin, who hes foreighteen
years past been extensively engaged in lum
bering on tho Ottaw.a river. The present
owners commonced operitions Iast spring,
and before navigation closed n hir senson’s
work had been done. Sime ten thouswinl
tons of fine black magneli orewers shipped
to Cleaveland. nnd mixed with Lake Supe
rior ore, made n good yield of iron. The
iron 8o produced is of the best quality, such
as is required for railway ear wheels, and
somo of it his been used with very satisfuo
tory results by the Toronto Car Wheel Com
piny. [n connection with all this. the in
quiry seems a_ pertinent one, whether the
valuable iron deposits of Cannda are never
to be of any use but for transportatian to the
States 7 The Marmora iron ore goes ucross
the lake to Charlotte, the l1ull ore to Cleve
land, and ore from various places in Quebec
goes to Albany and Troy. Most of the
Canadian iron ores are remarkably pure and
free of both sulpher and phosphorous, and
on that account specially adapteld for pur
poses for which na high degree of teusilo
strength 1s required.

There are in Canada deposits of iran, in
extent prantically inexhaustible, and in
quality equal if not superior to the best
Swedish.  Yet Sweden makes iron while we
do not, thoueh it is not the want of coal
cither, that mnkes the difference, for Swed
tsh iton is smelted with spruce and pine
churcoul, made chiiefly from such timber ns
is good lor nothing else. We have the iron
ore, and the wood too, in quantities beyond
computation, while it is m: lmportant fact
that just such iron as we might produce is
every year more and more wanted, at high
prices, for special purposes.

Again, il 1t “ pays" to cury Canadiwn ore
to the States why should it not ‘pay’ also
to carry coal to the iron? The plan has been
suggested, of having twosets of furnrces,one
near the coal, and the other near the iron
ore, keeping n fleet of propellers carryiug
between the two. When will we have such
a *“ national policy ”’ as will keep both raw
material and population at home, instead of
exporting both to the States, as we are now
doing? - Telegraph.

We hve before us two very minute and
interesting accounts of the late expedition
from Turonto to ¥ort Garry. All thus ground
his been gone over so often that nathing
ner is supplied. One of our corsespondents
has m wle his experience more interesting by
giving minute details; and itis in this way
that wo aro enabled to obtain a full and an
accurato account of the pleasures and hard-
ships of the trip. Looked at from an im-
partial stand-point, wo think we may pomnt
to the passage of tho late expedition and
challenge the world to exhibit such patriot-
ism and such di.scigiline as carried that
force th-igh thodifficulties.  No regusir
army cuuid liwve existed under the strain;
and none but Canadisns engaged in uphold
ing the honor of tho meteor flag would have
given such hearly and continued cheerful-

during peace. The *Pock.et Red book,”+ ness to o task so trying.— Woodstock Times.



