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The Presbyterian Review.

Tho young people of the west aro imbued with a spirit of lifo
and eneryy, and theuo oharacteristics aro bouud ¢ 'nanifest them-
solvea in this branch of the ohurch’s lifo if wo oan saccecd in
arousing their interest,

Woure uccesearily luboring aunder great difiicaltice. We hiuve
nol muny young people in our conyrexationa and wht wo huve aro
with us to.duy but aro elvowbore to.morrow. Too western epicit
of uurest affects C. X, work,

Ia same looilities the formation of B, Y. P. U's. and E. L’s. ol
C. E. has mudo our pumbers smaller . bat porhaps this, in the end,
will not bo un unmixod evil, as we thall bo ublo to coccentrate our
euergies more on our own church work. In other placs, however,
tho young peoplo attending our pervices ura ¢f go many different
donominations that no definite odsuree is adviesblo along parely C
E. lines. Io other coungreystions again while no socielies sre in
existenco as yet, thio formution of such is constantly kept in view.

There huve been in the twelvo or thirteen tlelds in our Presby.
tery four societies dnring the past joar; ecme sec that thomoso-
ment haas hold in one third of the territory ocoopird by the
church, Not bsing in possession of tho statistics of 1895 we oin-
not form an oslimate as to incresso or deorcase, but we find the
existing s:oiatios engaged in all tho work in which eooieties usuul y
engage, and in eomo new Lraonches; for example, ono sosioty coc.
dacted geveral Sabbath gervicos and reports * no scrions resalta."
The eame sooiety raized $10 for the Armeninn Fund, aand another
socicty raised $25 for building porposes on t2a Xiormon Mission in
BSoathern Alberta.

Io most of the eocieties, leadera are appointed to open tho
meotiuge and diecass briefly tho topic, after whbich the meeticys
are thrown open for 8il to take part. This plan secms moss suc-
cescfal. We find reported & total active membership of Sity.swo
and an asscciate one of forty-two, making 4 total of picety-four,
and a total contribntion of §97. In threo out cf foar societics tho
Assambly's plas is adopted.

We believe that the movement is going to do good, and is
bringing obout desirable effects in moulding thelives of youog peo.
ple, in weakening the grasp of worldliness in their lives, nnd
certainly farnishes a needed social retreas for them.

It we might bs permitted to offer any suggestiors, they would
be:

1. Have a society if poasiblo in every congregation. Sce that
all the available matcrial is ccnsidered before you decide you shall
not have one.

2. I imopracticsble ta have an organized rocioty, do some C. R.
work in connection with your prayer meetinge.

3. When now socicties aro formed wo would strongly advise the
adoption of the Aszembly’s Plan of Study, as there is great need of
instruction among tho youog people of our Church in her history,
polity and doctrines. W. L. Atkinson,

Conveoer Presbytery’s Com. Y.PL8 C.E.
Innisfail,

ENDEAVOR NOTES.
A Coristian Eandesvor Bociety has been organized at the head-
quarters of the American Volunteere.

Rev. Dr. H. T. McEwen, paetor of the Fonrteenth Sireet
Presbyterian Church, addressed the social gathering of the Youog
Pesople’s S:ciety of Christian EEndeavor, which was kield in connec.
ticn with tho 2020d yearly moating of the orihodex branch <f the
Religions Society of friznds, in thiscity. Tho addressissaid to
bave been a spirited one.

The Pbilsdelphis Tractivn Company has granted the nse of »ll
its oar shods for the conduct of Gospel meotiogs by the Clristian
Endeavorers of thzt city.

The Christian Endeavor Union of Sauts Clara Ccunty,
Califorais, has gotten up a pledgo card for bicyclers. Esch card
provides space for five signers, who promise that they will oot ride
the bicycle for pleasare on tho Lord's day

Christian Endcavor Socicties that have given ooy for
missions to their owa dencroinnticnsl mission boards will bave the
rizht 1o ba placed on the missionary roll of hanor, which wil bo
unrolied at the San Francisco cinvention. Ail socciotics eatitled
to this Looor shounld immediasoly report to Soecretary Baer.

Rev. Rabert F. Y. Pisrce, thn well knowa chalk talkor, will
attend tho Sin Francisoo Coavention and tzke part ino the junisr
rally. His ability to intorest the yauog, as well as the older
poople is remarkable,

Among the subjects for co=aideration nt the misrionars session
of the Caavention:, will be * Systemati~a 1 Proportionate Gavicg
to God,” * City Evaogolization,” ard ** The Tenth Lrgion.”

Evangelistio meetiogs will bs hald &t 1bo noon hour dering the
continaanoe of the Convention, in sach places as wili be likely to
accomp'ith the groateas good.

1171
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

This departient is conducted by a member of the Gieneral
Ao nbly’s Co nmitteea on Yoau People’s Sacieties,  Correapond.
onew 18 invited from all Young People’s Secreties, and Presbyterial
sl Synodical Commuttes,  Addres<: * Qur Young People,”
I'respyreiaNy REvinw, Draver 2165, Toronto, Qut.

DOUBTFUL THINGS.
RY KRV. ¥F. . MEYRS

Ia tho Life of ¢rery Chrisian thero nre many questions which
riso perpctunlly for nuswer. We puzeln sbout them in onr hous
of reverio.  Wo liaten with keon ivtentaces to uv uddress or eermon
that srems tikely tu caat light oa them, thuph u3 often a8 not wo
turn away disuppointel.  We sometituee, in burste «{ contidence,
inttue? thew to our frivnde, u-King for help,  And yit, ulter all,
wo havo to waive the verdier ; aud the solution is givon, not defl.
nitely or concisely, but by circumstsre g, or by un eutire chunge
in the conditions of vur hfe. May 1t nst be that theso debatable
maiters aro nlloxed to ariso to teat us? They aro tho gymoastios
of the sonl. They do for ua what the cxetciae-gronud does for the
soldicr, and tho yurds of the training.ship for the young eailor.

1t is almost impoasible, therefore, tolay down any authoritative
rules of conduct. After ull, each must decide what is right and
wrony fur huuself. All e can do 13 to cunnciate certaio greas
privciples, which always nced to be bornoe in mind,

1. ** Study tho cfcct of any questionablo ferlowslup cr pa-time
upon the devous life.”* How muny pifalls there lis on Leavily
carpeted flsors!  What dirloyulty to the Kiog may be porpetrated
io oor light und uoguarded houra! And how often, when the
b:i.hsntly lichted roama are deserted fur tho lonely chawber, there
is tho scnio of having lost tone!

O! course, tho test and sarest deliverance from this ovil is to
Ve found in the hoightened or deepeaed scul-hfe, which cau pass
through scenes like theso 80 completely at rest in Christ, 8o stead.
faoily rooted and grounded in his love, as not to drilt before any
current, or to bo swayed by any breeze. Bat whero this i3 im-
poseible, where prayer and faith and the girdiogct thetonl are
ineffectivo to koep us to our mcorings in Christ, 1t were better to
avoid the scenes which always detcriorate and blight and dim.

2, *Boware o! being brooght under the power of auy drubtfal
thing.” As goud av shat which may boion-cent in itself, xnd law.
fal for another, becomes 1wperions in its dem=nd for eutisfuction,
&3 800N /S it aseests its powers or thundera ut tho gato of the eonl,
like tho mob bifore the palaco of Ver:ailes demarding bread, then
the apostle declares he would have cone of it.

Wo none of us knaw the strongih of tho carrent till wo turn to
faco it, or tho force of habit till wo cissy 10 lay it aside. Tanl,
howevor, refased to allow the current to become swifs and strongs
or singlo activns to becomo babite, unless he were perfoctly aare
that thsy caine from G o3 ard bore him Godward.

Well wonld it be for cach to ponder drcply tho babitaand
practioes of iile. Th-y may bo as innccent as lawn teania, as
bualthy ae cycling, but just as 80>n as anythirg which appears
abaoluiely harmless, aad indeed is harmlesa to others. bsgine to
astomo preponderating power, there is nothing for it but to put it
aside.

3. **Study aest the effect on othora. Each ast of oars infla.
ences others {or ood or ill, as cach atom on ths ceashoro affecte
all other atyme.  You, boasting in your {roed »m and streagth, msy
bo ablo to exposo yoorsel witbout hurt, wheio others woold eimply
perish. Is it right to entics mra to walk on glaciers to which they
are not accustomtd, when their shorcs are nst stndded with nails,
and no pole is in their haod, and a fall pimost crtain? Isat right
to tempt the weak aud inexperienced ‘ar out of thar depth becauss
you can withstand the motion of tho current and tho best of the
susl.

4. * Do nothing on which yvon cannotask tho bles:inzof Christ
In tho old days it was thonght that if the sign of the crois were
made over any vessel that containad poiscn, it would instantly bo
ahivered in picoer. fo, whenever some drubtlal topic crnfronts us,
lot cach say: **U1n I do this for Jeens? Caa T do it as ozo sho
is abiding in 'ellowship with Jim? Cin 1 ask Bis blessing? Csn
I doitfor Mnglory?*™ If ycucean;f, as yeu look upinto His
face, s nnawors you with a emile , if ycu have the contcionancas
of beiog in the currert of His hie, then hositate no mroze, bat go
forward whoro tha way lies open  Galdes Rule.

M e than & third nf the whale Briteh Army in Indis aro said
tn te membera o f ita Temperarce As-ocintion. The average num,
bor Iant your wnn 23,511 men. Lord Rob-rts, who, whea Com.
mander-in.Chief, euic~ursged tho m vement, dec’ared thatit bag
adied throe tattalions ¢f efirclive min tw the Brizish Army io
India, saviog £600,000 thereby every year.



