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Strength in Weakness.*
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No yearningd axo deeper, no prayors more carncst on the part
ok God's people, than thoee for power in service; and yob tho doep-
ening of those longings is always accompanied by an increasing
oconsoicusness of woakness. It is about tho eolution of this difii-
oulty I wish to aay a few words; for tho Bible reveals to us that
this seeming contradiotion in tho divine order, avd that in tho
words of that wonderful paradox ' When we are wesk then are twe
strong," (3 Cor. xii. 10.)

1, In the first place lot us realize that ** power belongeth unto
God,” (Psm, )xii. 11.) 1t io not physical or intelleotual, norin any
way inherent in msan, or wrtificially acquired by bim, batiss
divine prerogative, disponsod by him at will. From tho beginning
of history, God has been geeking to impress this lesson upon man.
How oftan in His dealings with Israel did Ho bring them into
places of diffioulty and danger, where thoy were impotons to help
thomselves, and where as tho Paalmist tello us (Psm.ovii.) : ** Thoy
oried unto the Liord in their troublo, and He delivered them out of
thoir distress.”” Again at the taking of Jericho, in the oonquest
of Midian by Gideon, and later on, tho viotories of Jechoshaphat
sod Hezekiah, the great lasson God sought to teach was: ¢ Tho
battle is not yours but God’s.” ¢ Stand ye and see the salvation
of $he Liord,” Probably there wore similar exporionces in the life
of David whioh taught him tho words that open this paragraph
for hosays: * Goll hath spoken onoes, twice have I heard this, that
power belongeth unto God '’ (Pam. Ixii, 11.)

In contradistinotion to this how strongara God's denanciations
of those who put their truet in man or man’'s inventions. * Woe
unto them that go down to Egyps for help, and stay on horses and
truet in chariots, becauso they are very strong; but they look not
unto the Holy One of Israel neither seek tho Lord,”

Nor is the teaching of tho New Testament different fr.m thas
of tho Old. The powor is more spiritual, bnt it is none the loss
God given. The digciples were thus bidden : *¢ To tarry ys in tho
oity of Jernsalem until yo be endued with power from on high ;"
and they wers to receive power only after the Holy Ghost bad
comae opon thom. In agreement with thia also aro the worde o
Paulin 1 Cor. ii.: ‘X camo not with oxcellency of speoch or op
wisdom . . . Iwagwithyoninweakness , ., . DMyaspeech
was not with erticing words of man’a wisdom ; but in the demon-
stration of the Bpirit and power. Power bolongeth unto God and
Ho giveth it to whomsoever He will.”

2. Now does God dispenss this power? Isaiah tells us (xl, 89)
that “ He giveth power to the faint, and fu them that hav. no might
He increaseth strength,” He ¢ givetb to all men liberally *’ of suoh
83 they shall ask Him, bus it is to the *faint” that He givoth
power; and to thoze who know their Iack of might thas ** He in.
creaseth strength,’* Moses plead his want of eloquence and hisslow
tongue, and the Lord said **go and I will be with your mouth and
teach theo what thou shalt say.”” Gideon plead “My family is
poor and Iam the least in my father’s house,” but God said,
“ Burely I willbe with thes, and thou shalt emite the Midianites ;>
Jehoshaphat's prayor was ‘¢ We have no mighs,’”” and the Lozxd
answrered ‘‘ Bo not afraid-—for the battle is not yoarsbut God’s 3
and Jeremiah said, * I cannot speak for Iam a child,” but God
replied, *¢ Thou shalt go to all that X shall send thee snd whatso-
evor I command thee thou shalt speak.” How truly then Job
answered when he said * How hast thou helped him that ie with-
ont power”? Theold adego says “God helps thoss who help
themselves ” ; the Bible says *‘God helps those who can’s hslp
themselves,” The strong, the proud and the self sufficfent have
no olaim on God’s power ; only to thosa who oan say I am poor
and needy ¥ is Ho o bolp anad deliverance, (Psm. x1. 17.) The selt
sufficient do not go to God for holp, or it they do, it is more in the
spirit of asking God to bea coadjuioer in their plans, than of sub.
mitting themselves fo Hip plan. The poor and the needy cn the
other Band, feeling their own utter holplessness, cast themsclivea
wholly upon God; having no confidenco in themsslves, their whole
trusf isin God. ‘Lo thoso, thon, God inoreaseth strength. This
also is the solntion of Panl’s paradox, ¢ when I am wesk then am
Istrong.” God's strength (ox powor R. V.) as he tells us is made
perfect in our weaknoess (2 Cor. xii, 9) i. ¢. bas its porfoct manifes-
tation in the weakones.

3. We are now able to underatand the farthor words of the
Prophet (Taa. x. 29, 30) ** Ho giveth powor to the faint; and to
them that have no might He inoreaseth sfrengibh, Even tho
youths shail faint and be weary, and tho young mon shall asterly
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fall; bat thoy thas wai upon the Liord shall ronew thoir sirengih ;
thoy shall mount up with wings os caglos ; thoy shall xun, aund nod
bo woary, and they shall walk and not faint.” How often we have
soen tho words of tho Apostle illustrated in the Christian life, how
that God hath chosen tho foolish things of the world to confound
vn6 wico; and God hath ohoson the woak things of the world to
confound the things which are mighty, And bage things ot the
world, and things which are despiged, hatk God chomen, yes, and
things whioh are not, to bring to nought things which are.” And
why? Booause those foolish, weak, and baso thingshave no power
of their own to trust in and consequontly wait on God, Itisthe
youths, tho strong young man who faint and grow weary beoauso
thoy traat in thomselves. God would bave us mistrusy our aen
strength, our intollectual acuteness, car learning. Paul bad all of
theeo, yot when he want to tho Charch at Corinth (1 Cor, ii. 3, 4)
his specoh was *¢ not witk enticing words of man’s wisdom, bus in
domonstration of the Bpirit and powor. The sesret of Paul's
strength wao his weaknoss, knowing which ho put no trust in bim.
sell ; ho was in his own opinion not a strong young manbata
weak one, consequently bo put no confidenco in himseif, conferred
not with flesh and blood, but went alone into the wildernessto
wait on God ; and with what result? Surely of Paul, it <! any
mabp, it can be said, '‘he renewed his strength, he monntsd up
wWwith wings as cagles, he ran and did not weary, he walked and
did not faint.”

In reading tho ¢ Aots of the Apoatloa” we invariably find that
they disclaim the powor that worked :u them (e, g. Oh, iii. 13,)
It is tae arroganae to solf of that which 18 only the graotous gitt
of God, ‘' who worketh in us to will and do of His good pleaaure,”
that becomes & fruitful soures of the loss of powor. How careful
Paul is to acknowledge tho power in him to bo God's (Epk. iil, 7);
and again where ho says :—* We havo this treasurs in earthen
veegels, that the excellenoy of the power may bo of God and not of
va." Lot us beware lest we commit the sin of Bimon; this power
is not to be sought for its own eake, but rather are we to wait on
God that He may work in na acoording to His good pleasure.

4. Just another word. It may help us to understand the trials
and diffionltics of lile better to know that through shem God is
working out ounr destiny by fitting us for service, e wons realize
our own weakness, 80 God foroes it npon onr attention by breaking
usdown. Not till his thigh had been amitten and the strong man
Jacob weakened for life, did he gain power with God. It wasin
the houar of woakness that 8Bameon, lifting up his heart in prayer,
roceived sirength to slay more of the enemies of his country than
during his whole lifetime. Without, however, maultiplying illus-
trations, how plainly in this lesson is taoght the life £ Panle
Thrice he pleaded with the Lord to take away the thorn in the
flesb, bat no, it was reeded to kesp him humblo and weak, God's
only answor was ** My graoce is evflicient for thee, for my strength
is made perfeot in weakness,” till finally be was able to say I
tako pleasare in infitn ‘ties, in reproaches, in neoesaitics, oto., for
when I am weak then am Istrong. Is it not so with us, dear
frionds, that God is seeking in these many trials and difficulties,
infirmities and reproaches, to make us weak that ous of our weak-
ness we may grow strong? He has not answored our prayers as
we desired, for Ho saw that the tzoubles were necessary to kesp us
humble. Rofusal was better than compliance. Instead of worry-
ing, will we not rather learn like Paul, to *‘glory in infirmitios
that the power o2 Christ may rest upon us.”” Power we know be-
longs to the resarrection life, (Pbil. iii. 10,) bat wo oannot attain
unto the resurreotion, noless we are first made oonformable to
Christ’s death, by fellowship in His sufferings. It is only through
sach followsbip, through death in life, that we will learn the
secret of power, Lot us thereforo pray '¢That we may bave our
‘“ hoaris enlightened —that wo may know, what is the exoeading
« greatness of His power 1o usward who believe socording to that
* working of ths strength of His might, which He wrought in
¢¢ Obrist, whon He raised Him from ths dead and made Eim to sit
“at Hig right hand in the heavenly places.—In AManitoba Collegs
Journal,

A Christian worker remarked, I should be glad to help peo.
plo it I cculd only find those who are worthy.” But Jesus did nob
refrain from helping ptople until He found those who wero wortby
of His help. The one to whom Ho said, * Noither do I condomn
thee, go and sin no more,” had jast boon proven most unworthy.

It was when man had first proved himsol! unworiby of a heavenly
Father’s lovo and moroy, that there was givon to him the promiss
of a'Savionr. Josus came not to call tho worthy, but the unworthy
to repentance. Witk Him the question wes not one of worth, bus
of oced. List uws, who olaim fo be Hu followrers, fry to catch Hlu
spirit;



