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exceiIency of the parties chosen, the ends of was a eonsecrated one of whom God said,
the pastorate being puroely moral and spirit- " My covenant wvas wiLlh hlmi of life and poace,
ual ; " the perfectitig of the saints to the work and I gave unto him for tho fècar wvherewith
of service ; the edifyingç of the body of Christ, ho feared me and was afî aid before my naine;
ani the conversion of sinnors; "it was to 1le'the iaw of truth wvas imi bis iiiouth and iniquity
expected that the inost excellent mon in the wvas not found on his lips. Ho walkedI with
church wouid ho chosen to inake ofhiers ex- me in peac and equity and did turn mrany
cellent. The naine giveri to thc ministor as awvay fromn iniquity." Thou, oh, man of God,
it wvas before to the Jewvish prophet, IIIun ()f fiee youthiful lusts " anul follow after right-
God, would indicate a speciai consecration t eo COUsfess, grodliness, faith. love. patience, iineek-
God's service and a more than ordinary hiol- 1ness."
ness. The man of God's choice, the man set ThirdIv. Go ont before this congreogation and
apart to God's work and the advocacy of jlead thein ont in the exercise of lcgtimate andl
God's interest, the man refiectingy in a highi lj*tlictius rule. The pastor is set over thec
degree God's image. The culture of the heart engregation, not indeed as the supreme and
is of the very first importance in the pastor, irresponsible ruier, for t/wl Chîrist alone is but
both as an olemient of power with the people stili the ruler. It is significant that ail the
and as a pre-requisite te the profitable study scriptuire namnes by which the iniister of
of God's word. No learningy, however pro- Jesus Christ is designated imiply rule, as for
faund and extensive, no eloquence however example: pastor or shephierd of the fiock, a
u)ersuasive and attractive cati compensiate for naine griven te kingrs in ancient times andthe want of deep-toned piety on the part of the elder.ï, not sintply a synony-m for seniors> but
Phristian inrnister. Oiy thtis, iny brother, an officiai. titie involvingy governm ont. "«Let
can we eommend ourselves to every nian's the eiders that rule -wei beè accounted worthy
conscience in the sîghit of G cd; only thus can of double hionour," and bishops or overseers.
we prove exanples te the fiock and iead theni Oapacity to rule is spokcen of in the pastoral
on te higher attaininents in moral excellence; epistles as essential in the ministry. Pre-
only thus shahl wo be able te say "Be ye fol- sumin'g that the bishop will be a maxi of
lowers of mie, ev'en as aiseý I ain of Christ;" family hoe is required te be one w'ho " Ruleth
only thus whien reviewing, our iininistry can bis eildren and bis own househiold weil.*"
we have comfort, for wliat wve thon mest Frior if a man know net how te rule his own
deeply deplore is net the iack of talent or bouse imow shail hie take care of the church of
gYenius, but the iack of fidelity and consecra- Qed ?" It is a matter of cemm1-on Observation
tien. Only thus shahl we be able te address by experienced mon that more ministers have
those who have shared in the benefits of our failed for want of ability te rule than in-
mnnstry, saying,: "For our exhortation wvas capacity te preach. Tlierefore, imny brother,
net of deceit, nor of uncieanness, nor of guilo, would I urgoe upon you tih. cultivatien cf ad-
but as we were ahlowed of Qed te ho put, in ministrative pewers, net as a lord over God's
trust with the gospel, even se we speak-, net heritage, not as empowered f, miake laws for
as pleasing, mon but Ged which trieth our Christ's lbeuse, but oniy te esxpeund ani on-
liearts, for neither at any time used we flatter- force laws already given Iby Christ. Govemn
ing words as ye know, nor a cloak of cevetous- bis churcll in the interests of Christian liberty
ness, nor cf men seught wve giory, nor yet of and Christian love and ý espel purity. Giv'e
others, but we were gentie ameng you as a due scope te diversity ô? epinion in tiîings
nurse cherishes her children. Ye are witnesses net essentiai. Caref uliy distingruish between
and God aise how hoiily and justiy and un- principles that are invaluabie and more church
blinebly we behaved ourseives ameng you rulos which, havingr their ground in expedi-
that believe." Brother, above everything ency, may be aitered. Wisely discriminate
else strive te be a good man and full cf the between private ofi'ences and public scandais;
Holy Ghost and cf faith, and througyh your between errors of judgment and moral de-
nstrumentality many people will be added te lint, incies; between sins and heresies th,-at

the Lord. Consecration i% the ground of ail are disciplinable and such as are te be dealt
great trusts, the secret cf ail great achieve- with in other ways. Be prepared te mediate
ments, the procurer cf ail groat rewards. Hie jbetween extreme parties, the conservatism
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