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mort» 'ailan lItf titer cwunîry and scttled iii Lyons. and, bcng
real artista in tiroir trado, fin o littlatioîî. percciving the advant.
ages ot possessing aîlît it slitîlatu 10 Iliair own silk manutaclories,
treated theni wltlt a Moocd ilort oif corigideration. Il was tronm Ibis
pcrlod tîtat tire biik liffluitry becaîne clefinitely cstabished at
Lyons. Later Il oprtiAglt i ti noilhboring Iocqlitics, and in the
course of a nliow tlinte Si. EIvlcitie bccamc, in is turu, tise crel
centre of ribbn wnî(îtrififui itlq is erc at the present da),
firmiy cstablislicti.

St. Etienne wati, liiWweVurl, ilore prosperous fifty years ago than
it is to-day. lit i1 thu tiiîlteo States wvas tire chief importer
from this town; fi 91ïo alorne took a. fuurth of ail that wvas manu-
facturcd, anotlwr ounri wax tuied tor bomne consumption, and the
remainder was exportot i u Vnland. Gcrmany, Russia, etc. Con.
sequently tliree.toirtili of <te production was cxported, for at ihis
period St. M-ienîne luid ilia inotopoly of nev articles of ribbon
manufacture of any reni Impjortatnce. rancy ribbons wcre at that
lime in great ulenanci, aittI 4t ltienne alone could furnish tirem.
l'wenty years aftrwitrtis lisie, Crefeld and Mascow became
serious rivais, andti 1 restige of St. £tienne wvas much affected.
but the great IhIOW caman front lire United States when, atter the
war of secession, iiumtrotîni ribbout manufa.ctories werc cstablislied
ait Paterson, N.J., wliî unpeedliy dcvelopcd, and at the present
lime ainsost meel glie tiititti <! tite Amerizan market.

H-owever, in >jdu W forcigut competton, St. Etienne's ribbon
production is ai prc;urlt fuitur diffus greater titan wvhen it held undis.
puled possession of ilie iiarkuo of tire world ; but the manufactur-
urs arc obligecl ta conlnit thumsolvcs wvitl mtîch smaller profits.
Tire total production for tho ycar excecded 92,000,000 francs.

The number oft bains lit Si. Mtienne and vicinity is 22,000, Of
vjldch igooo belong in thn wnàvors Iliemselves anti are worlked in
their own homes, file ronalirdur being owned by the large manu-
facturers. Tise avoragge vailu of a ioom is s,5oo francs, but there
are some wiîich cost front 3,oato 1 5,000 francs, consequently tbe
total value ot the w0avitif lati excecds 39.000,000 francs, of which
two-thirds represent the @avligs and invesîments of the wveavers.
The number ot pergon@ enigagcd In rlbbon manufacture (men and
women) is pt'l tiaw t 70,o00, tire men for the most part %vorking
in tiseir own htomes, wigllo à large portion of the young girls are
employed in (lie magntlftaclories or In sale and packing rooms con-
nected wiîh tirent,

The independont weaver gecraily possesses two or three
looms; anc is wo)ri<ed b>' Iilînse!!, tire other by his wvife, and the
third by a sun vr itiltuilr or juurneyman. The weaver's house
contrasts strangiy %vill titAt of (lin ininier or gunsmith. It is gener.
all scrup~ulousiy iloiit usud itiglit bu c onssdered deccntly furnished.
that is ta say. the turniltiro iooukc briglit and dlean and is o! gond
culnaity, alîliotighli tor I§ (o! tcessity but little of it, as the space
is very iimitcd, Tir@he aparînitns consist, in most cases, af two
front rooms, serving for lîîciters and bcdroom (in many instances
there is onl>' one ron u .4ohrva for bolh>, and a large roomt at the
back for tite foomus, tmtlirillod wvlti two or three large windows (a
window for cacit bout>. Tuah weavcr, front the tact thal he works
lin bis cwn bouse nfl,! ëi IunjesGL utic. ib in gencral ut a nauch
higher moral and itlitetînl standing than other artisans here.
lie is sober andi inidittiltptl, litvlng but one object in vicev-the
weli.being of hig fainily, Althotgi lie stuffers a great deal at times
front enforccd idlieucs. Iy reamoî of Jack ai work. and though he
bas otten ta be content wiit suntai earnings, he neyer murmurs,
but does wvhat lie cani anti liopeq for better tintes. It is flot ta be
wvondercd at, then, If lia e ahiae tu economise a finie whcn work is
abundant, btut it ton ofteit litapîsens tliat the sum laid by in the
favorable seasan lias i lu b drawn tapon before the yerr expires ta
pravide for tire neceglries tif lita durlng periods af dulness.

XVbat are the dally oartitg§ ofiia weaver ait St. Etienne ? The
question is diffictit Io an4wer, buicause fls occupation is dependent
upon fashion, wblti, afi utcryotiio knows, is pcriodicaliy changing.
AI anc lime faney rlbiu)ong aire lit greal demand. at another plain
ones. So biack, colorod, wide, tard narrow ribbons are at limes
preterred The ansantii li catit tarn depends, also, on the quality
af silk !urnisbed film, lIl Irl of bad quality, il will otten break,

sa that lus lime is waslcd in tyinig and arranging tire tlireads, con-
sequcnîly lie will flot lie able tu do tIse average day's %vork, whliclt
is 4%q metres. Again, the lcind of ribbon lic makes affects lus
carnings , on narrow ribbon lie wvill carn less Ilian an broad, and
silk ribbon is icss lucrative than velvet ribbon. In any case lie is
paid on the average ai the rate of i 5o francs for 15 metres on a
lomr making twelve pieces, and, as lie can, under favorable circum-
stances, do 5 metres per day, luis earnings wili amotînt ta six francs
for the twclve pieces, and if lie lias two looms aI wor< on tise samne
kind of material, wvhich is rarely tire case, lie wvill carnt 12 francs
per day. But accounit must be talcen of fifty-two Sundays in the
year, cluring whicu lie does not toucli his loom, and of ciglîl days
every six wveeks spent in puîting up a new order received, during
wvhich lie carns nothing . so that bis earnings ail the year round, if
work be regularly given, will nol excced 8.50 francs per day, and
Ibis amount is cunsidered a fair average. If he is obliged ta caîl in
luelp tram oulside. bis carnings wiil be stili further reduced, as be
wvill have to divide the profits of one loom wvith the workman. If
the wveaver mai<cs velvet ribbon. lie earns about 8 francs per day on
each loom, at tire rate ai 3 francs per îhausand thrcads; but velvet
is not always in fashion, and thse demand for il seldomn lasîs for
more Iban »one season. Sa il is seen that be average yearly carn-
ing-s af a vveaver in St. EMienne posscssing twa looms and working
two hundred and fifty.five days in the year, do not exceed in any
case 3,000 fr.. or $(soo, and in very many instances tbey do not ex-
ceed $5U0.

Thse followving table shows the actual cost of living for a wveaver's
family, composed ai man and wvife and tbree chiidren:

Expcusditure. Per day. Per ycar.
s. d. C. s. d.

Rent.............................a o a
Food :

WVine .......................... 10 14 12 0
Bread......................... 7 10 19 a
Meat........................1 3'- 18 5 o
Coffe.........................s 1 1 o
Vegetables...................... 5%ý 2 3 6

Coal............................. 3 4 76
Ligbt ............................ 2 2 18 4
Clothes............................... 10 0 0
Taxes.................................a 0a a0
Medical attendance and medicines.......... 2 0 0
Repairs ta looms........................ 8 o o
Other expenses........................ 12 0 0

Total ............................ ;7 4 4
It resulîs, therefore, that if the year be favorable a saving of

about /23 cao he made; but, as I have already said, irto10 otten
happens that the man is idle for weeks waiting for orders, and thts
the saving, which is always carried ta the savings bank, is drawn
upon, and before the year is out il may have been aIl used for thse
necessaries af lite.

'Many weavers have three looms at work, but, as one at least
must be worl<ed by a jaurneyman, the awner gets anly haIt the
profits of that loom, and, besides, he has ha pay a higher tax.

In conclusion, il may be said that at St. Etienne a weaver can
live and rd-ar his farnll>, but can do nu mure-that ii, tu say, hu cari
flot îa.day lay up money by his trade. The average number of
children in a weaver's family is three.

OWINGt ta a fire which bralce out on MAcGill Street, Montreal,
thse premnises occupied by MacLean. Shawv & Co. (hats andi straws) .
W. J. Price (bides), andi A. Mentiel & Co. (cloth hats anti caps)
wvere badly damageti by smoke. Total loss, $îo,ooa.

MUcKLOW's Liquiti Hematine for wvool tiyeing is the only per.
tect substitute for logwood chips in the market. Tlseativantages in
using Mucklow's Liquid Hematine are, ist, saving of steant anti
labor. 2nti, suniformity, 3rti, cheapness. And being perfectly fre
tram tannin matter, the wool is left in a coft and naturai condition
atter dyeing, andi the blooms ai the chip logwooti is flot destrayeti,
wvhich is the case wvith thse ordinary Iogwood extracts. The agents
for Canada are Dominion Dyewood and Chemical Co., Toronto.
who, w-e believe, have so far met with mare than the average
ansaunt of success in making tbis aro5cle icnoxvn.


