
From Lake Pipmaukin a portage route was followed up a smafl
river einpýtying, into the 1:iko, and then throtigh a nuinber of' smnall lakes
westwvard into the MNaiouan River, a brancb) of the Peribonkza, -,vhiclh
flows into Lakxe St. Johin. This i-ivitr -%as ascended to a large lake of
the same naie at its hiead. But few pleasant (lays hiad been experi-
enccd since leaving Lake Pipniaukin, aud liere on Oct. 5th wve hiad ouir
first snowstorm about 5 inclies folling, part of wlhicli neyer left the

grouind. Frein here the nien wvere sent by a sini]la.r portage route te
the Perilhonka River 'vith hall loads, ais the small streams wvould not
permiit full loads bein-g carried. On their return, fearing, to he frozen
up before ascending, the Peribonka, it wvas resolvcd to push on as far as
possible before the ice rendered canoe travel impossible, se the Perihonka
wvas reached and ascended, a distanco. cf 30 miles te a sinali western
branch on the route to Mistassini. This Ibrar;eh was followed six miles
to a sinail lakze, wvhichi Nvas found to be frozen over, and so our canoe
voyage ended Oct. 23î'd. No one wvas serry, for the travelling, owving,
to the cold storniy wveather, was extremely disagreeable ; the paddles
were often cakced wvith ice, and only by vigorous paddling ceuld a
modem.ate warmth be kept iii the body, wvhile the féet were always cold,
and several times ,%e wvere obliged to stop during the day and build fires
te restore the circulation ia our benunihed bauds and feet.

Froin Oct. 23 te Nov. 29th we reînained at this small lake, the
men being enaged making, snowshces and long narrow toboggoans, on1
which our provisions and outfit wvere no'v te be transported. liere
traps were set and hunting indiulged iii. The traps caught a. couple of
otters, some mink, and a fe'v marteus. Good sport wvas hiad shooting

muskrats on the ice before the lake froze solid, and a stew of these
aniais proved very acceptable afLer our long diet of saIt pork. Before
winter set in littIe gaie hiad been seen, a. few spruce partridgcs,
sheldrakes, flh eatingr dncks, wvhistlers and. sea gtills only being shot,
but everythiing in the shape of fresli ineat went into the pet and was
eaten wvitli rclish. Oil Oct. 25th the first pt-armigran were seen, and
frein that turne continuied te be Icilled in moderato numbers.

Thiese birdis in the winter pass sonthward. frein their breeding
grounds in the barren lands sone distanc north of Mistassini, and feed
on the buds of wvillowvs "reoving in the niarshcs and around. the lakes.


