
48 AGRICULTIJRAL JOURNAL.

Ctgticu1turat 3uuruai
AND

TRANSACTIONS
0F THE

LOWER CANADA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

MONTREAL, FEBRUARY, 1848.
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The general character of the present winter
is different from any we have known in Canada
for the lasi îhirty years. On the lstofJanuary,
the temperature was at 55', with mein; the
land was perfectdy free from. snoiv-the grass as
green as in October-and ploughing might have
been executed. Up to the 5th, the weather
continued mild, and on that day snow fell.
On the 7thq the temperature %vas 12' below
zero. On the 9th, we had the flrst good
sleighing, but the temperature was mild and at
220. On the lOîh, it was 22' below zero,
with high wind, drifting, and extreme cold. On
the 1llth, it was 210 betow zero. On the l2th
and 13th, in continued very cold, but on the
nlorning of the latter day the temperature rose
te 28', and on the 14th, te 389, with heavy
rain,,and very high floods in Montreal and the
neighbourhood. On the l5th, temperature at
450, heavy mein, and flood stiti rising; l6th,
l7th, and I8th, continued mitd, and nearly aIt
the snow disappeared from, the land. Such is
a fair record of the first month of the New
Year, and we believe such extreme variations
of temperature have setdom occurred in the samne
period of any former year. So far, it does
not appear that any injury bas been done to
grass-tond, and as there is flot much fait wheat
sown in Eastern Canada, there cannot be
much damage done in that way. No doubt
the land would be much safer under a cover-
ing of snow, than exposed to those great chan-
ges, and we may imagine, from this year's
experien ce, how great an inconvenience it
would be to the people of this country if we

had the mild and open winters of the British
Islesg. The usual Canadian winter is the
most suitable for us. The roads, forrned by
enow and ice, are to the Canadian farmner
what rail-roads are to the people of other coun-
tries; they rniight be nearly as convenient, and
without any cost. The snow and ice, there-
fore, so, far from being injurions to us in winter,
are as necessary to our convenience and pros-
periîy as the fine weather of the spring, sum-
mer, and autumn.

We fear that the ptoughed land, where net
properly drained, will be injured by much and
long continued rain, for the last three months.
When ploughed soit is drenched with wet in
this way, il is liable to run together into a soft
mass, and require ploughing again when it
becomes dry in spring. It is generally sup-
posed that fait ploughed land, after exposure to
the frost and snow of the winter, will be in a
botter state of preparation for the seed in spring,
than if ploughed in spring; and we have no
doubt of the correciness of this opinion, provi..
ded the soit has been well draîned, and is suffi-
ciently open and mel!ow when required te be
sown . It is useless, however, t0 expeot a good
crop on land that is not open and mettow wben
sown, and any that may flot be in this state
next spring, should be made se by another
ploughing. If our arable landti were sufficiently
drained, the frost and snow would have a very
beneficial influence upon it; but when Rot

drained, this benefit is lost in the spring, as the
soul becomes water-soaked, and when dried by
the sun, is baked as hard as bricks. Every
new work on Agriculture recommends drain-
ing to go before ail improvements, and every
skilful farmer wilt be aware how requisite it ie.
We have no crops in the land now to report
of, but we may be preparing what will be
necessary to produce good crops, namnely,-
manure, clean good seeds-and such care of
our stock of animais as will insure their use-
fulness next summer, for the dairy and for the
shambles. Caille must have sufficient nutritive
food, in winter, to make them profitable ini


