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deed the feelings of humanity, and to
these death is necessarily abhorrent.—
But the believer can teinmph over that
fear, and savely Christ had no need to
e mue appalled than the believer,
whose victory, after all, is obtained, in
conserquence of Clirist haviay conguered
aeath, and him that had the power of
death  Look not then to such a quarter
for the cause of Christ’s agony.

Some have found the reason in the
conremplation, the appalling view which
Cinist then had, of the sins of the world
for which be was about to fay down his
ife. Then,it issupposed these all crowded
upon his view at that moment, and over-
whelmed him with ageny, IHence his
wul was exceeding soriowful, evern unto
death.  But the same canse mighe have
heen in operation at any other period
Why should the contemplation of the
sins of the world have been confined to
this moment ¥ Undoubtedly he was ne-
ver deserted Dy a sense of the object
for which he was to sufferand die. We
can conceive of that object pressing
more directly and” heavily upon his
mind at this time than at any other;
but not to such an extent more directly
and heavily as to produce all the agony
of which Gethsemane was the seene.—
The sight borne in upon his soul of ths
sins of the world for which he was about
to die, rould not have produced all this
additional suffering in the soul of Christ.
There utust have been many oceasions
when the sense of the world's guilt was
peculiarly present to his mind ; and yet
we nowhere vead of Lim being in such
sorrow as is here deseribed. e wept
over lost Jerusalemn; and could such a
capacions mind as his, suck a compre-
hensive view as he was capable of tak-
ing, and at one glance, have failed to
include the world itself in that survey
which more especially embraced the
doomed city in its regards? The very
object for which he was on the earth, his
very presence there at all, hisincarnati-
on; these must have reminded him of
the sins for which he wasto die, in all
their aggregate amount, not one sin, not
the sins of one individual, of one nation
or age, but the sins of every indivi-
dual, in whose behalf he was to suf-
fer, of every nation, and of every age
and period of the world’s history. Why,
then, was such agony reserved for this
moment? There was something peculi-
ar in that agony. 'We look not too close-
ly into the nature of Christ’s work. We
question not too rigidly either the cha-
racter or the amount of Christ’s suffer-
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inge.  We look at the great fact that
the Son of God died for our sins, and
that he endured suflerings in degree and
in_extent far beyond what we can con.
ceive, and these were on account of sin,
It it was merely the eontemplation of sin
that oceasioned his sutferings, dosanot the
Divine mind contemplate sinand possess
a full comprehension of it, every mo-
ment 7 Must not Christ have possessed
that daring all his sojourn ou earth, and
it that was what overwhelmed hissoulin
Gethsemane and on the cross, could he
ever have been without e agony heroe
evineed?  That ugony was on account
af sin, was no doubt penal, was sufered
on account of'the sins of the world.—
Clirist conld not otherwize have suffered
forsin - To make it merely suffering
from the contemplation of sin, or the
painful sizit of 1t which Christ had—the
aggrezate sins ol the world being at that
mowment before his view—it must be ob-
vious, is to make it something else than
sutfering For sin.  The idea of ihe a-
tonement is infinitely lowered by such a
view of Christ’s sufferings  Take away
the idea of their penal character—take
away the fact that he was< enduring the
wrath of God on aceount of sin—that he
was under the infliction of the Divine
wrath, and we know not where to look
for an_atonement. Christ's sufferings,
otherwise, are an arb.trary expedient
for declaring God’s hatred of sin, and
asserting that he will punishit. But he
might bave declared this in any other
way. Such a declaration alone,” howe-
ver public, and however striking, is not
atonement.  Suffering alone is not an a-
tonement for sin.  We cannot see that
Christ’s suffering any how, by any means,
ar in any way, would have been an a-
tonement for sin. It was not merely
the fact of Christ’s sutfering : it was not
the dignity of the sufterer: it was not
these togzether that made the atonement.
It was the suffering the divine wrath on
account of sin.  That, it appears 1o us,
was the atonement; and all scriptere
seems o confirm us in this view = We
lack especially to the agony in the gar-
den: we mavk the strong crying and
tears: we think on the exclamation cn
the cross: we see the heavens darken-
ed, and the portents all betokening the
wrath of God ; and unless wo are pre-
pared to resolve all these appearances,
the .words of Christ, and the agony in
the garden, into mere ordinary occur-
rences, and into but special interpositis
ons of God's power for the accomplish-



