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niece. Though he was innocent, ir. a state of 1

trepidation he put forward another child as
the ore said to have been destroyed.
trick being discovered, the poor man was exe-
cated, a victim of his own disingenuousness.

Norr.—-The following case occurred in Edinburgh (vide

2 Chamnbers’ Misccllan)%.

Catherine Shaw encouraged the addresses of John Law-
, which were insuperably objected to by her father,
o urged her to receive the adresses of onc Robertson.
One evening being very urgent thereupon she peremptorily
refused, declaring she preferred death to being Robertson’s
wife. The father became enraged, the danghter more posi-

tive, so that the words ‘‘barbarity, cruelty, and death,”

were frequently pronounced by the daughter. He loeked

er in the room and passed out.  Many buildings in ldin-
burgh are divided into flats or floors, and Shaw resided in
one of these flats, a partition only dividing his dwelling
from that of oue Morrison. Morrison had overheard the
quarrel, and was impressed with the repitition of the above
words, Catherine having pronounced themn emphatically.

For some little time after Shaw had gone out ull was quiet ;
presently Morrison heard groans from Catherine. Alarmed,

he ran to his ueighbor, who entered Morrison’s room with

him and listened, when they not only heard groans, but
distinctly heard Catherine murmnr, “Cruel father, thou
art the cause of my death.” They at once hurried to Shaw's
apartment, knocked but received no answer, and repeated
the knocks, but no response came. A constable

cured, and an entrance forced, when Catherine w.

weltering in her blood, a knife by her side.  She was alive,

but unable to speak, and on being guestioned as to owing
her death to her father, was only able to make a motion
with her head, apparently in the affirmative, and expired.

At this critical moment 8haw entered the room ; seciug

his neighbors and & constalle in his room he appearcd

much disordered, but at the sight of his daughter, turned
pale, trembled, and was ready to sink.  The first surprise
and succeeding horror left little doubt of his guilt in the
breasts of the beholders ; and even that little was removed
when the constable discovered blood upon the shirt of
8haw. Upon a preliminary hearing he was committed.

On hig trial he acknowledged having confined his daughter

to prevent her intercourse with Lawson ; that he had fre-

qQuently insisted on her marrying Robertson ; and that he
had quarrelled with her on the subject the evening she

Wwas found murdered, as the withess Morrison had deposed ;

but averred he left her unharmed, and that the blood found

on his shirt was there in consequence of his having bled
himsclf some days before, and the bandage beeoming un-
tied. These assertions did not weigh_a feather with the

Jury in opposition to the strong circumstantial evidence of
the daughter’s expressions of “barbavity, cruclty, death,”

together with that apparently affirmative maotion with her

ad, and of the blood so seemingly providentially dis-

Covered ou Shaw’s shirt.  On these concurring statements

Shaw was found guilty, and executed at Leith Walk, Was
ere a porson in Edfnburgh who believed the father guiit-

ess?  No, not one, notwitstanding his latest words, at the

lows, 1 am innocent of my daughter's murder.” A
€W mouths afterwards, as a man who had become the
8sessor of the late Shaw’s apartiments, was ruminaging,
¥ chance, in the chamber where Catherine died, he acei-
deutally perceived a paper which had fallen into a cavity
on one side of the chimney. It was folded as a letter,
Which on opening contained the following : —

80;
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‘ Barbarous father, your cruelty in having put it out of
my power ever to join my fate to that of the only man I
€ould love, and tyrannically insisting upon my marrying
9ne whom I always hated, has made me form a resclution
Put an end to an existence which is become a burden to
me. [ doubt not I shull find mercy in another world, for
3ure no benevolent Being can require that I should any

onger live in torment to gyself in this. My death 1 lay
to Y{ll{r charge : when you read this, consider yourself as
he inhuman wreteh that plunged the murderous knife into
© bosom of the unhappy
CATHERINE Siuaw.
: t(llk_l‘ew years agn a poor German came to New York, and
0k lodgmgs, where he was allowed to do his’cooking in
live dsqme room with the family. The husband and wife
in t% in n‘perpetuql quarrel.  One day the German came
ang {;he kitehen with a clasp-knife and a pan of potatoces,
con, egan to pare them for his dinner. The quarrelsome
Re ple Ware in a more violent altercation than nsual ; but
?at With his back towards them, and being ignorant of
eir language, felt in no danger of being involved in their
moglltes. But the woman, with a sudden and unexpected
it ement, snatched the knife from his hand and plunged
heart. She had sufficient presence

N her husband’s
mind to rush into the strect and scream ‘‘murder.”

The .

The poor foreigner in the meanwhile, seeing the wounded
i nan reel, sprang forward to catch him in his arms, and
) drew out the knife. People from the street crowded in,

and found him with the dying man in his arns, the knife
in his hand, and blood uyon his clothes. The wicked
woman swore in the most positive terms that he had been
fighting with her husband, and had stabbed him with that
knife. The unfortunate German knew too little English
to nnderstand her accusation, or to tell his own story,  He
was dragged off to prison, and the true state of the case
was made known through an interpreter ; but it was not
believed.  Circumstantial evidence was extremely strong
against the accused, and the real criminal swore unhesi-
tatingly that she saw him commit the murder. He was
executed, notwithstanding the most persevering efforts of
his counscl, John Anthon, Esq., whose convictions of the
man’s innocence v trong, that trom that
day he refused to have any conuertion with a eapital ¢ise.
Some years atter this tragic event the woman died, and on
he{_ death-bed confessed her agency in the diabolical trang-
action,

_One of the most remarkable cases of convietion upon
circumstantial evidence that has ocenrred in this country,
is that of onc Ratzky, who was tried and convicted in 1863,
at the Oyer and Terminer in Brooklyn, N. Y. The case is

of the case were in brief as follows -

Ratzky hoarded at a house in Carrol'Street in said city,.
where one Fellner also boarded, who had a short time
before come from Mentz, Germany.  Fellner was about
fifty vears of age, had been a large dealer in diamonds in
his native place, but, as shown, he had for certain canses
absconded and fled to this country. On bis passage over
he became enamonred of one Miss Pllumn, who was in com-
Dany with her sister, a Mrs. Marks. On his trip over his
gallantry and attentions gained for him, from the passen-
gers, the appellation of ““ Don Juan " and Miss Ptium that
of “Zerlina.”
gaged rooms at a house in JKast Broadway, and it was

exemplary,
On Friday morning, a few days after Fellner and he had

to New York together. Fellner never refurncd to the
house.  Iis body was found washed ashore at Applegate
Landing, near Middletown, N. J., four days after. On
examination of the body it was fonnd that the decessed
had been murdered, there Leing twenty-one wounds on his
breast. The body was identified by one Mrs, Schwenzer,
who hoarded in the same house where Ratzky and Fellner
had boarded. Ratzky tled under an assumed name, but

His story of the affair is, in short, that, on the evening of
the morning when he went to New York with Fellner, they
called at the house where Mrs. Marks and Miss Pum were,
That Fellner and Miss PHuin were engaged in conversation
for an hour, and that during the evening Fellner gave him
& gold watch which Miss Pilum handed him from a jewel
case belonging to Fellner It was a little after 8 o’clock
that evening when Ratzky informed Fellner that it was
about time for them to go home. That he urged Fellner
several times to go, but he and Miss Pflum were engaged
in a lively conversation, and that at last upon further
urging Felluer rose to go, kissed Miss Pflun with great
nonchalionee before those present, telling her that to-mor-
row he should leave for Chicago, and desiring her to answer
his first letter from there. He embraced Miss Phum, at
the same time whispering something in her ear.  Thoy then
left—arriving at the ferry, no boat was in, and they sat
down on the cross-beam of the ferry dock ; that Felluer

head, at the same time handing his cane to Ratzky. When
the boat came they went on board, he Ratzky, sfill retain-
ing the cane.  In amoment or two Fellner tose from his
seat and walked up and down the cabin once or twice, then
went on the deck, as Ratzky supposed, for the sake of
breathing the cool air ; that the boat shortly after started,
a{l_d if Ratzky’s story be true, he never after saw Fellner
alive,
it reached Brooklyn side, but not sceing him asked the

deceription given.  That he ealled out the name of Fellner
at the top of his voice in order to find him, but concluded
that he had gone home. If this story had been contirmed
Ratzky would doulbitless have been acquitted. It appeared
on the trial that when the body was found Mrs, Schwenzer
proposed to go and see it, when Ratzky endeayored to dis-
suade her from doing so. She visited Mrs. Marks, at
Ratzky’s request, who begged her not to say anything

money to sccure hor silence.  Ratzky soon after left the
city.  Fellner's body being iav. tifiod, Mrs. Marks and Mj :3
Plum were arrested on suspicion as being particeps crimi-
nis. Miss Pfum committed suicide by hanging herself in
the cell of a New York station-liouse a few days after hor
arrest,

known as the ‘ Diamond Murder,” and the circumstances.

Arriving at New York the two ladies en-.

shiown on the triz] that their churacters were not tiw most:

commenced to board in Carrol Street, Ratzky and he went:

was arrested in 8t. Louis, and finally brought to trialk

tonk off his hat and wiped the perspiration from his fore-

That he waited for him to come off the boat when-

ferry-master if he had seen a man pass answering the -

about the matter, giving her at the same time a sum of '




