
TUE STATUS 0F EDU(ATION AT CLOSE 01- CENTURY. I2

isin beca-.me more and more extreme iii its dlaims the pro-
test grew louder and more earnest. individualism had
gonie too far. In the effort of formiing its ftîllest flower, it
had torii itself up) by the roots. i[istory did meaîî somne-
thincv after ail, and the environmenit was discovered to be
-a thingy of three dimensions, not of two oui y. Reflectious
succeeded to couîtroversy. Meanw~hi1e, the uîew sciences
of nature hiad themselves been studying embryology and
hieredity. These words took on. new meaning. The hiidi-
vidual wvas sec» to be a product as wefl as a producer.
Produet of what? 0f ail that man had thou-ght; and done,
and of his owin infinitesimai self. But if this were truce,
thein what of education ? Obviously, the defenders of the
iuew must shift their crrounid and retreat from the unteniabie
po-sition of Rousseau to the impregnabie fortress, Giiedganzes
of Froehel, of Hegrel and of ail philosophicai teachers of
evolution.. This changre has bec» made, and as the century
closes the siluidest educationai philosop)hy the worid over
teaches that the individuai alone is nothing, but that the in-
dividuai as a niember of society and of a race is everything.
Selfhood, which ca» ouly be attained by entering into the
life history and the experience of the race, is iîow put in
the high place which was about to be rashly filled by sel-
fishness. Truc individualism, -which, wouid enrich the life
of each with the possessions of aIl is weli nigyh supreme,
and sham individuaiism, which. would set every man's
hanid agraist bis fellow, is disposed of, let us hope, forever.
Educattion. rests sccureily upon thc continuous history of
man's civilization, and looks to the nature of each indivi-
duai for guidance in the hest mcthods of conducting hini to
bis iniheïitaucee, but uîot. for kniowiedge of what that ini-
herit-ance is.

" Every conception of this nin.eteenýh century, educa-
tional as we]1 as other, has heen cross fcrtilized by the doc-
trine of evolution. In whichever direction we turn we
meet that doctrine or some onie of its manlifestations. The
course of evolution iu the race and iu the individual fur-
nlishes us with the clcw to the naturai order and the real
relationship of studies. IL warns us against the artificiai,
the bizarre, and points us to the fundamental. and the real.
Oniy educational. schoiarship Sal protect the seholars
aigainst educational dilettaintismn."
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