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chiefs %vere hionoredl by tHe king of EnIgland wvitlî brilliant tiLles on
tie one liand and they toved their chie(tains ; on the other thieir
chief tains liad accepted tHie abhev lands belonging by right to the
ministers of religion aiid the nation loved its priests. Yet there
%vas no liesitation. lnstead of loud acclamation and welcome
greetings tHe false Irish cluieftaiîîs found on tlicir return that the
people liad cast tlîem off and gathered around newv cliieftains.
They aIl clied rîîiserably for having violated tHie religlous feelings
of flic people. And stili tue race stands jealous of its religion.
Parnell w~as ligli ii thie people's love and veneration, and great
liopes were built on bis Honie Rule policy. Had lie not tHie wvlole
of lreland at luis back, and yet, ivbien lie wvas about to reap the
fruits of lus long labor, w~len he %vas about to confer an in-
estinmable boon upcin Ireland, tlîe nation wvould not accept it fronu
lus liauds, but turned away fromn linî as it liad turned away
froni O'Neill of old. H-e lîad outraged the nmoral feelings of the
nation.

This lias beeii Irelaiid'!: way of acting towards lier priests and
lier religion. Is ibiere a nation in Europe that could not learn
sonietliing fronu ihiese exanîples ? The Frencli people especially
would do well ta, bave inîitated and ta, inuitate Ireland. Tlîeir
bistory is conspicuous for the frequency with iicli they allowed
tlîeir kings to encroacli upon the riglits of tHie Catlîolic religionî.
In fact Louis XI.lîad tlîe whole French clergy, and of course tue
people, froni i632 to 1692 uplîolding luini in opposition to the Sec
of Ronme. Previaus to tlîat tinie the nation lîad been tlîe cause of
tHie famous W'estern Schiismi, for tluis schismi in the words of
Darras 1 <se porpcia sous l'zie/lucncc de la politiqzteJrançiaisc. " A
liunclred years ago Franîce not sa niucbi as protested against tlîe
indignities beaped upon Pius VII. by Napoleon Bonaparte.
To-.nv Franice and Italy are govenîed by Socialists and Free-
ma.;ons vowed ta, cestroyluie Churcli. Surely the ]and of St.
Louis could learn a valuable lesson fronu I rish Iîistory. XVbat love
cauî a people have for tlîeir priesthiood -wlheu thecy consent to, laws
whiclî force senuinarians to take tlîeir place in tue rauîk P.id file and
spend a year of nilitary service?

At tHue baginiiir of thie last century (iSi3) the Irishî gave to
tHe wvorld a reniarkable proof of their jealousy of State interfereuice


